ma s

£

town. °R.

various mine owners aund this s now
being placed and housed So that tho
work of takinig out and treating tho
ore mny bo gouo on with nest year.
A large reduction works plant has
existed at Rat Portage for somo

ears.

yl-\ishlng fs another Industry which
commands attention at Rav Portage.
Thig is largely in the hands of Am-
ericang and the product is mostly
shipped to the United Stutes.

A number of freight and passenger

steamers doing business on the Lake
of the Wooils and up the Rainy river

08 far as Fort Frances make thelir
headquartess at Rat Portage and
bring couslderable business to the
town. This ycar has witnessed o
great inereage in  the popularlty of
thio run to Fort Francty as a pleas-
ure trip and the fin: Swin-screw
steamer Keenora whicl. makes tri-
weekly trips to that polut has yleld-
ol her owners considerable revenue
from this-sourco. Besides the passen-
ger business to varlous poluts of in-
terest on the luke Rat Portage lhas
for many years been in great favor
a8 a holiday resort and watering
place.

We have already mentioned oune
publi¢ “improvement which I8  belng
muade this year—the new waterworks.
Besidés this many private enterprises
are being added to the towi. A new
opera houso to replace the one burn-
ed down early In the year is being
built by Louls Hilliard, proprietor of
the Hillland: hotel; tho Rat Portage
Cold Storage company s building o
cold storage warehouse; Messrs. Gor-
doa & Ironsides are building an abar-
tolr and the Presbyterian congrega-
tion are commencing the erection of
o hauncsome church bullding, These
are additions which are going on at
present. many others are now in a
stato of completion. notably an ad-
dition to the Hilllard hotel, which
makes it oue of ‘the largest and most
gomfortp.ble hostleries in this coun-

ry. .

Norman, the western suburb of Rat
Portago, 18 sharing Ir 3 geaeral
prosperity, aud s had sovéral addi-
tions to its bufilness community this
Yyear. A fine brick schoosl house ig
among the real improvements. It is
at this point thut the power dam of
the Keewatin Power company is lo-
cated, which is destlned in a few
years to furnish power for important
milling Industries.

Keewatin 1s thrce miles west of Rat
Yortage on the Canadian Pacitic mail-
road, and overlooks Keewatin Bay.
It is famous for the magnificent flour
milling plant which it possesses, tho
property of the Lake of tlie Woodls
Milllng company. This mill has a
capacity which is caluclated by the
thousands of barrels per day. It has as
a subsldary industry a barrel factory.
whesre all the barrels for the mill are
manufectured. This entire plamt s
operated with wagter power.

The Keewatin Lumber company has
its mills at this polnt, and these add
16t a littie -to the Importance of the
AMather, who man-
ages the concern, 8 also manager of
‘the ‘Keewatin Power Co.

The new gold milling plaat of The
Ottawa Gold Milling and Mindmg Com-
pany at Keewatin is an addition to
its industrial establshments, which

may te ranked as of first~class im-
portance. This was ccomplated and

put in operation im 1897, and Is one
of thic best equivped plants of the kind,
in Canada. It is o ‘customs mill and
ore is«hipped 40 it for treatment from
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many- of the mines which are now be-
Ing worked in varfous parts ol the
district.

Several important: publle improve-
ments have been made at Keewatin
this year, among them the bullding
of u large scctlon of the rallway yard.
A new'!public school has also been
tnilt at a cost of over $6,000.

It wlll Le seen from the foregoing
that substantial  progress is belug
made In industrinl development at the
principal centres of the Lake of the
Woodg country. Il all the antlelpa-
tlons of a few years ago in rcgard to
this district have not been realized it
fs only Lecause many of them were
unreasonable, aad some fmpossible ¢
fulfillment.  Experience s proving
here as it has everywhere that It
takes time to build up & new country
and inaugurate new industries where
Jarge capital and skllled treatment is
required, and  the promises of the
boomsters, who are always to bo
found in new localities of this kind,
aad who are over ready to predict
all kinds of astonlshing things for
thelr momentary favorite, were from
tle first doomed to remain unfuilfilled.
The true friends of the district who
have its real Interests at heart are
vory well satisfled with what has
been already accomplished, and look
forward with undiminished faith to
.the same steady progress in tlic fu-

ture. g

ﬁwno will Handle the Crep
A

the Leginning of & new crop year
it may be interesting to know some-
thing about the companies, firms and
individuats who will handle the grain
crops of Manitoba and the Territor-
fes this year. When wn speak of
those who will handie the crop, we
have reference to the Winnipez ddal-
erg. Of course there Is a portion of
the crop that {3 not handled by Win-
nipeg deaters. There aro flour millsat
many polnts which require nm:ore or tess
wheat, and there are also dealers at
mony country morkets who buy aad
ship wheat, who are not represented
in Whmnipeg. The great bulk of the
crop, however, {8 handled by Wmnipeg
graiin men, and much of the grain
bought by independent country deal-
ors i3 sold In car lots through Winni-
peg commisslon dealers, so that speak-
ing generally, we n'ay say that the
grain trade of the west Is handled by
Winnipeg parties.

' First on the list of large grain hand-
lers, wo muy mention the two vig mili-
ing concerns—The Oglivie Milling com-
?mu’ and the Lake of the Woods Mill-

ng company.~Both these companies
have etevators and buyers at country
markets throughout the wheat belt,
and between them they handlo teveral
million bushels of the crop. The Hud-
son’s Bay con%{ymny, which operabes a
{iour mill in
buyers out in country points. They
ot a good’den! of wheat at the mill
cor in Winnipeg, and buy the bal-
ance of thelr requirements in car lots.
Besides the millers, perhaps-the most
widely known grain company is the
Northern Elevator company. Th's
company: was formed by thye amalga-
mation of several of the local graln
firms. At {irst the firms worked to-
gether under a sort of pooling ar-
rangement, but later o complete stock
company form was adopted,and the in-
dividual {frms linve now ceasedto exlst
and have Deen merged in one coms
pany. The old firms known as Mar-
tin, Mitchell & Co., R. D. Martin,
& Co.. N. Bawlf, Crowe & Co., and 8.
P. Clarke & (o, are the voncoris

innipag, does not have ©

merged i tho Northern Elevator Co.
The company owng 102 bulldings at
country polnts for taking In graln
from farmers, all but a fow of which
are fully equippod elovators, and the
balance flat warehouses. The com-
pany will buy grain thie season at
not less than 125 country poluts in
all, Wm. Martin hae been  elected
manager of the company thie year,
succeaing G. R. Crowe, who was at
the head last year.

Two new graln companies weroe
formed o year ago, which are in the
fiell for a® much of this crop as they
can get hold of. Ono of thess s the
Mapitoun Graln _Co. This company
was also formed by tho amalgama-
tion of a unumber of dealery, but iv
tile case they were not Winnipeg
firms, but dealers operating at etun-
try pointe. The head office of the
new company was naturally estab-
tehed v Winnipeg., W. A. Walker,
who wuas the leading spirlit in the
organizntion of this company, has
been succeeded this year in the man-
agament by W L. Parrish and J. A,
Thompeon. The Manitoba Gruain Co.,
though only in thelr sccond year,
own forty clevatore at country poiuts,
and will buy grain this seuson at
atout sixty points in all

The other new gralu company forin-
ed o year. ago ' is the Dominlon Il
’\;u.mn,Co_. This compucm‘rmﬁﬁ
arge line o  grain warehowses and
elevators at country points and will
buy grais at over 100 country mar-
kets, Tho company is composed of »
number of different grain firms who
work on the pooling principle. The
firma represented in the concern ard
Iioblin & Leary, McMillan &
Co, Jos. Harris, R. Muir & Co., and
8. A. McGaw. ‘[hce) firms are to d
certain extent indepeundent. They buy
grain s:parately, but thelr purchas>s
all go In together ani are sold through
what they._coll _their clearing houss,
which Is managed by R.32~—Roblin.
The effect oF tlie organization of these
stroag companies, by tlie amalgama-
tioa and won-operation of different
firme and dealers, has been to reduce
the cost of handling wheat, which is
row bought on & much closar mar-
gin than formerly. The large quan-
tity of grain handied also enubles
thesa companies to maintaln special
agents at New York and in  Great
Britain. to look after the direct sale
of their wheat.

Another new concertt which start-
el in  business in a very vigorous
fagion last year is the lirm of Bready,
Love & Tryon. This firm built a num-
ber of new elevators last year, and
thiey have added to the number this
year, giving them 26 elevittors in all
at country points. all new and mod-
ern bujldings.

H. S Patterson. who worked with
the Dominion Elevator Co. last season,
is this year doing business aicne. He
has-openell an office at Room 19, im
the Grain' Exchinge bullding. In ad-
dition: to handlink car lots, Mr. Pate
terson will inve buyers on about ten
comntry ‘markets.

‘Another change in the trade is tle
dissolution of «partnership of J. X.
McLennan and WU C. Graliam, grain
merchants. Each will conthiue alene.
Alr. McLenhan has taken a room in
the grain exchaange amA will buy at a
dozen or more country points. Mr.
Graham will open an office here short-
1y, and will also buy at somo country

nts.

W. D. McBean. who has been with
D. G. McBein & Co., will do business
nions this season. D. G.. McBean, who
18 ono of the ploneers of the Manitoba
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