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on dressed lumber is interpreted in this way,
the dusy collected on a thousand foet of lumber,
ag above, would bo only 40 conts, instead of
23,20 if it were collected on the full cost of
dresscd lumber. If this interpretation of the
duty is carried out, the government might just
as well make dressed lumber entirely free at
once, for u duty collected on moerely the differ
ence between the cost of rough and dressed
lumber of the same grade, will be such a
trifling matter as to bo hardly worth
bothering with. There is tall: of yards
being started in tho «city to hundle
imported lumber, but nothing definite has beon
done yet in this direction. As pricesare like.
ly to be advauced in Minnesots, thers will be
less disporition to cut prices in this direction.
At the recent meeting of the Mississippr Val-
ley Association, at Minneapolis, it was repreo-
sented that atooks were not excessive, and that
better prices should be obtained. Steps were
take'. to advance prices The meeting of the
Western Retail Association held in the city
this week was to conmsider applicants who
wish to open new yards, of which thero are a
number. Thore was also some informal talk
1a regard to ihe tariff changes. There is quite
a difference of opinion among lumbermen
themselves as to what the result of the tariff
changes will be.

DrY Goobs—The trade in the west will te
pleased to learn that castern wholesalers are
about to make en effort to stop the ruinous

ractice followed in thedry goods trade of dat-
ing ahead, which means practically unlimited
time in credit business, and encourages retail
dealera to overstock. Many failures in the re-
tail trade have their foundation in this custom,
for were credit restricted to reasonable terms,
the tendency to overstockivg, with its disas
trous consequences, would ba greatly reduced.
The news from Toronto states that the dealers
there have decided to take a dotermined stand
against dating ahead. It is to be hoped some-
thing mere than trlk will be the result this
time, but thero has been so much talk without,
apy practical results heretofore that it scems
almozt hopeless to expect the movement to be
carried through successfully. In the cotton
manufacturing trade they have a strike at Hali-
fux, owing to & reduction in wages ; and the
annual repost of the Dominion Cotton Mills
company has becn made public, showing a con-
siderable falling off in receipts, owing to decline
in sales, and the carnings of the company have
declined from between fifteen and twenty per
cent. a year 380, to_less than twelve per cent,
for the past year. Tho cbaoges in the tariff
bave necessitated a revisicn in prices of cottons,
and tho mills have sent out their new lists
on bleached and grey cottons, showing
a reduction in prices of from 5 to 10 per cent.
The now list of colored goods has not come to
hand yet, but reductions will not be so great
on this class. In velveteens and fall dress
goods the new tariff will lead to an advanco,
but castern importers are endeavoring to in-
duce tho government to make auniform rate of
25 per cent duty on all goods, in3tead of the
30 per cent rate on velveteens, otc.  Oilcloths
will be lower it is expected, but new lists have
not been reported yet.  Anadvance in thread
is hinted, owing to the higher duty on thread
inhanks. The Toronto wholeselers aro asking
for a five per cent teduction on parasols. A
Montreal report says: *‘One of tho features of
the market is the brisk demand for moire an-
tiquo and 'watered silks, There is a regular fad
for them at present, and all the houses are
sending repeats. In this connection a letter
from a buyer on the other sido atates that he is
experiencing considerable difficulty in having
theso filled.

GROCERIES—Sugears wero casier at tho refin-
cries, and a decline of 3¢ wae reported, but
later advices wero firmoer.  Syrups were 3o
igher at tho refincrics, A chaogo has been
mado again 1n the regulations governing the
importation of tea and greon coffco, whereby
importations from England will como in frec,
the samo as importations made direot from
country of production,

QGRAIN AND PRODUCE,

Wuear.—The week has been a quiet aud
uneventful one in wheat, There hasbeen very
little change in prices in leading markets, thus
wdicating an uacertain feeling, and a desire to
hold off to see what the fuiuro will devel,pe.
Uanited States markets weco a shade ficmer on
Monday, owing to a decreaso of 1,543,000
buzhols in the visible supply, which was larger
than was expected. ‘The supply at principal
pointa in the United States aad Caoada, east
of the mountain now aggregates 69,217,000
bushels, and a year ago was 76,096,000 bushels,
Oa Tuesday the markets wore not materia'ly
changed. Cables were higher, There was
tain vver the central Mississippi valley roported
on Wednesday, and reports from Kansas stated
that tho drought had disappearcd and prospects
were for 2 good crop. Prices not materially
changed. On Thuraday wheat was slightly
lower, on favorable crop reports. Oa Friday
prices recovered a little, but the matrkets were
quiet and not materially changed. California
i about the only point which coatinues to re-
port dry weather,

Exports of wheat (flour included) from both
coasts this week amount to 3,019,000 bushels,
a gain of 33 per cent. over tho preceding woek.
Ia the like week last year thc total exported
was 3,963,000 bushels ; two years ago it was
3,107,000 bushels, and three yeais ago, 2,222,
000 bushels.

Wheat is very quiet locally ana there ia
pothing doing in the way of business. We
quoto No. 1 hard May, at 64c, delivered at Fort
Williamn, and cash No. 1 hard about 62c.
Stocks in atore at Fort William on April 14
were 2 338,043 bushels. Receipts for the week
waere 48 313 bushels and ne shipments. A year
ago stocks were 3,254,534 bushels. A sale of

o. 1 hard Manitoba wheat was made in Eng-
land on April 2 at equal to 73}4c per bushel.
c.i.f., London. OQOa the basis of prices ruling
here at the same date, this would show a loss
of over 10c¢ per bushel, all 1a1l freight rates be.
ing calculated upon.

Iaterestisnowcentredinthecropoutlook,which
owing to the very backward seazon is becomiog
a matter of some misgiving, It now looks as
though the seeding would be almost as late as
last year, which was the most backward season
on record. Such a long spell of dark, drizzling
weather has scldom been experienced in Mani-
toba at any scason of the year. For the past
week to ten days no sceding has been done,
and in districts where a start had been mads
farmers have been obliged to desist. The
seeding timo uow looks further off than it did
two weeks ago. The long, drizzling rains
of this week, followed by the snow atorm of
Thursday, bave left the country in a very damp
state. Tho flat distiicts are practically a sea of
water, and oven on the light rolliog lands no
seeding could be done this week. Information
from Brandon this moroing said tha land was
very wet and no seeding could bo done.  We
have now had two bright days {Kridsy and
to.day) and it is %0 bo hoped that it will con.
tinuo fair. A very brief time will put the
high, rolling distiicts in condition for secding,
but tho flat, heavy lands will require a week of
dry weather to make them passablo.

[‘’Lovr—Flourcontinues irregular. Local mill-
ers ave quoting tho same as last week, and sales
of the best brands have been made at the lowest

auotations.  Quotations in  small lots
to the local trade, dclivered in the
city are as follows: Patents 81.60

to 1.65; strong bakers §1.50 to 1.55; XXXX
which varies widely in the quality of Jifferent
mills, is quoted at 75 to $1.00 as to quality,
Lower grades, 60 to 750. Prices per sack of 93
pounds.

Mizisturrs—Continue very scarce, and
dealers have only been ablo to obtain a few sacks
at a time. We guote bran §12 to $§13,
and shorts at $l4 to $15 per tonm, as to
quantity.

OATMEAL, E10.—Rolled ocatmeal is quoted
at $2.25 in small lots for 80 1b, sacks;

standard, in 98 pound sacks, $2.40 and
granulated, $2.40,

Grouxp Ferp—DMore has boon taken owing
to thv scarcity of bran and shorts. Prices
rango from $18 to §19 per ton as to quality for
oat and barley feed.

UaTs—Quiot and steady. Cars on track Mani-
toba country points are ahout the same, at 24
to 25c per bushel of 3% pounds for fead grade,
or equal to 30 to 31 ou track Wianipog. Thero
is some demand for fancy seed oats, in amall
quaatities, and 35 to 100 has been paid for such,
Tho recent purchases by the government of
seod oats were made at prices mnginﬁ from
32 to 40 cents, mostl:r about 38 to 40c per bushel,
but of very fine quality.

Basvsy—There appears to be no barley for
sale in the country in quantities, There is
gxiw a demand for small quantities for seed.

ere ordiaary feed to malting samples will
briog 40 to 450 per bushel of 48 pounds, and
higher for choice seed grain.

Feep WHrAT —A good sample of feed wheat
will briog 40c per bushel of 69 pouads.

Frax SEep aAxp Mearn—Th> price holds at
750 per bushel of 56 pounds here, and 70c ia
countty markets. For seed purposes up to
$1 has been paid. Ground oil cake moal quot.
ed at §24 to 25 per ton.

Borter—The market is about the eame as
last week and is fairly firm. Old dairy tabs are
held at 14 to 20c as to quality, and fair to good
new, wmostly ia rolls, at 20 to 22:, these being
selliog prices here in small lots.

Cneese—Held at 12 to 13c, selling price iu a
small way.

Egus—Have been easier this week, and close
at 12} to 13c, with an easier tendency. Dealors
expect to buy round lota at 1lic net price next
week, equal to a selling price of 120 here.

CouRreDp Mrars—DPricea are: hams, 11 to 12¢;
breakfast bacon, 114 to 124c; dry saltlongclear
bacon, 8c; smoked long olear 9o; spiced rolls, 8%c;
bopeless hams, 120; mess pork, $16.00 per barrel.
Sausage is quoted : fresh pork sausage,
8c; bologna sausage 84c per 1b; Gorman, 8ko;
ham, chicken and tongue sausage, 10c per half
1b, packet. Pickled hogs tongues, 5¢c1b. Pickled
pigs feet, $1.40 per pail; pickled hocks, 3¢ lb.

Larp—Puro lard held at 55¢ in 51b. pails ;
$1.05 in 51b pails; $2.00 in 20-pound pails,
and §5.00 in 50 1b. pails; compound at $1.75
per 201b pail ; compound ia 3, and 5 pound tins,
$6.65 per case of 60 pounds., Pure leaf lard
in 3, 5 and 10 pound tins, y1oted at 37.25 per
case of 60 pounds.

Dressed MEeaTs—Beef steady at 6 to 7o.
Mutton is held at § to 1lle, cold storage
being offered at 50, and fresh dressed at 10 to
11c. Hogs, 53c. Veal has beer scarce, owinE
to the very bad roads, which has kept bac
supplies from the country, and quoted at 8
to Sc.

Pourtry—Following prices are quoted :—
14¢ for turkeys, 1lc for geese and 12ic for
ducks, aud 10c for chickeus.

Hipes.—Batchors appear to be salting
to hold, as very fow aro coming in.
Some dumaged lots have como in, through
carelcssness on the part of shippers in the conn.
try, as usual at this season of tno year. Prices
continue irregalar. We quote Winnipeg
inspected hides as follows:—No. 1 ocows,
2} to 2c; No. 2, 13 to 13c; WNo, 3,
1¢; No. 1, heavy steers, 25 to 3o; No.
2 hcavy atoors, 13 to 2¢; No 3 steers
lc. Calf, 8 tol3-Ib. skins, 4 to 5S¢ per
pound. Kips about tho samo as hides, sheep-
skins aboat 50c cach for new skins is an averago
price. Some large are worth more, and small
skins less. Tallow, 43c rendered; 2 to 3¢
rough.

VEagTABLES— No potatoca have been coming
in, owing to bad roads, and stocks in the ocity
are light, and rotail prices have been advanced
to 60c per bushel with o prospect of a further
advance beforo tho roads bocomo passable.
Qther vegetables are quoted: Turnips, 20 to



