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THE COMMERCILAL.,

The Exhibition By-Law.

The by-law to raiso $30,000 by debonturas in
aid of an avnual exhibition at Winnipeg, was
voted upon last Weduesday. The voto polled
was a very small one, only 638 votes having
been given for the by-law aud 38 against it.
This shows groat apathy on tho part of the
citizens, and if the by.law is defeated, it will
be through shcor carelessness. A very large
majority of tho olectors were cortainly in favor
of the grant, but thoy did not take cufficient
interest ia the matter to go to the trouble of
recording their votes. It is not yot known
whothior the by-law has received the number of
votes sufficient to make it logally carried. The
clerk is at prescant engaged in makiog up the
voters® list to ascertain the situation. If the
by-law is defeated it will be due to the dis-
graceful carelessness of the electors. If this is
all the interest tho citizens of Winnipeg take
in the welfaro of their city, tho outlook for the
future is not promising.

Five Months' Imports.

The statemeat of imports into Canada of
metals and hardware for tho five months ended
May last, as compared with the same period of
last year, is given below. The total imports
were valued at £418,737, as against £465,133
last year, a decrease of £46,396. In hardware
and cutlery thereis a decreasc of £4,129, The
imports of iron, etc., show decreases of £21,436
in pig, £17,500 in railvoad, £2,083 in bar,
£4,361 in cast and wrought iron, and £1,411 in
vawrought tin. There are increases of £4,607
in tin plates, £3,189 in steol, £2,139 in lvad and
£815 in hooks, sheets, etc.; withregard to
mathinery steam engines are responsible for a
reduction of £1,615, but other descriptions were
imported to a larger amount by £5,801, We
reported last month copper ore to the valus of
£2,000, but none was exported previously to
May this year, and up to the end of May in
1889 we sent out no copper at all.

Five months ended May 1839, 1890.
Iron, ete—
Pig 300N ceevieniiinensanene seaee £ 23303 £ 6,932
Bar, CC..ieveeeieiiae sovane conens 20,705 18,624
Raillroad. .oceeiiere aoee canans 105,196 §7,396
Hoopa, Sheets, €. ciee cavrenens 45,026 45,841
Tin Plates.ccu ieeeienneeennnnae . 78,788 03,278
Cast, Wrought, cte, Iron.......... 48,703 39,348
BLEle . e venerenenne seenneerenee 89,672 42,861
Lead.ceeiecenrenniianiirenncsescens 17,746 19,885
Tin, UnWrought.eeeee.s ouveennenns 12,002 10,681
Machinery— .
Steam Engines...coveeieeene coneenn 5,120 8,505
Other Descriptions. . .vveeececcesaiee 20,902 32,763
Hardware and Cutlery...cc..oovee.. 46,752 42,623
—Toronto Hardware.

Thy Fur Trade,

Business is progressing quietly and favorably,
and considerablo orders have been secured;
fashionable articles aro firm in price, and ia
fairly active demand. Prices generally are
satisfactory, and are certainly lower than they
will be when the season fully opens. Itisa
favorable feature that jobbers hold no stock
carried forward from last season, as they will
in consequence purchase carly.

Seal continuesto hold the leading placc; As.
trakhan, wool scal, beaver, skunk, and fine
Persian lamb are in good request, and will do
well; other furs, with few oxceptions, ave
quiet,—Nep-Yurk' Fur Trade Review,

- A New Elactric Coal Cuttor.

The Thomson-Houston Motor Company, of
Boston, has put in operation an electrio coat-
cutting machine which has attracted a good
deal of attontion'from mining men throughous
tho country, The machine is in practical
operation near Osceola, Penunsylvanic. The
plant consists of a seven-horse power steam
cogino belted dircet to a soven-horse power
generator. The olectric current is conveyed
through tho mine to tho coal.cutter, by & wire
suspended along the roofs of the chambers.
The cutter in this case is nearly.a mile from the
gonorating plant. A five-horse power motor
operates it, and is compactly placed on the
samo bed-plate with the machine. The cuttor
itself consists of an iron frame twenty-four
inches high; eight feot six inches long, and
thirty-six inches wide. Nino augur.shaped
drills, similar to those now used in mining
drills, are placed in the lower part of the frame.
Botween each drill is a steel-cutter bar which
cuts all coal loft between the holes drilled by
the augur bits. On the under side of each cut.
ter-bar are attached several scrapers which hang
loosely, and pull all the coal back as fast as it
is cut or drilled, keeping it out of tha way and
waking the openiog clear.  All coal taken out
of this cus is coarse aud none is wasted,

The height of the cut is four inches, The
machine makes two cuts in five minutes, and it
is casily handled and needs only to be pushed
along the breast by lever bars. The switches
and the controlling devices are so placed that
one man easily oporates the cutter. The
machine is provided with twin wire cable which
is long enough to extend along any ordinary
chamber and does away with the need of per-
manent wirings except in the headings. A
suitable truck is provided for the catter upon
which it may be carried around the mine with
ease. An ingenicus device is to be provided on
future machines, by means of which the motor
will pull itself and the cutter off and on the
track as required. The weight of the complete
w chine is a little over one.half a ton, One
strung point in imvor of this machine is the
readinois witi: which it accommodates itself to
varying hardness of the strata. The motors
ara woun.l for but 220 volts pressure, so that
all danger from high potential currents is done
away with. Tho capacity of the machine is
180 tons of coal'per day, of ten hours, in a four
foot vein. Several improvements on the first
machine will be embodied in the regular appa.
ratus which is now being manufactured at the
Thomson-Houston Motor Company factories in
Lyon, Mass.—Black Diamoad.

Genaralrl?otes.

The Dairy Balletin for July from the Experi-
mental Farm, Ottawa, has heen'issued. This
number is a special one for cheese makers,
Dairymen can obtain a copy free, priuted im
either Euglish or French, by addressing the
Dairy Commissioner, Experimental Farm,
Ottawa,

The Canadian Pacific earnings for MAay,
1890, were: Groas earning, 81,319,423; work-
ing oxpenses, $834,721; net profits were §380,-
599, and for the five months ending May, 1830,
the figures are as follows: Gross earnings,
$5,655,316; working expenses, $3,968,291; net
profits, $587,025; for five months cuding May,
31st, 1859, the net profits were $1,419,900.

Application has beon made for the incorpor-
ation by lettors patent of the Eagle Sulky
Harrow Company, (limited). The capital stock
is fixed at $100,000, und Brantford is to be the
chief placo of business. '

Au Eoglish syndicate {s negotiating with the
shirt and collar manufacturers of Canada with
a view to establishing a trust to tako ovur that
industry. Tho syndicate is anxious to secure
tho control of three largoe factories in Moatreal,
two in Toroato and one in Berlin, Ont.

Action is being taken by the Dominion
Government to obtain from the vity of Torento
a rebate of 50 per cent, on watbr rates, which
was to be allowed if paid within a certain time.
Toronto contends that the Dominion Govern.
ment is not entitled to the robate as it pays no
taxes on its public buildings.

Tho-fire loss in the United States and Canada
for May as compiled by the New York Com.
mercial Bulletin was $8,838,100 showing that
tho gratifying reduction /n the waste of the
National resources over the two preceeding
years continues. The loss in May, 1889, was
£9,915,300 and in 1838, $9,188,500.

At & meeting of the Provincial Natursl Gas
and Fuol Company, of Ontario, held in Torouto
receiitly, it was reported by the general mana.
ger that the total production of the company’s
wells was 12,000,000 cubic feet per day more
than what wasrequirad to supply St. Cathi.
rines, Thorold, Merrilton, Welland and adjacent
places. It was decided to run a pipo to Buffalo
to dispose of the surplus gas,

Lun i - Trade

As Red Cedar is the proper name
for the timber of this province that
has been commonly called cedar,
without the qualifying word RED,
I will hereafter designate my shingles
and lumber manufactured from this
timber as

Red Gedar Shingles -

———AND —

-- Red geggr Lamber,

. . NOW IN STOCK: - -

3.000,000 .-, RED CEDAR SHINCLES
100,000 Ft. RED CEDAR LUMBER

FOR SASH AND DOOR FACTORIES.

Z PROMPT Z SHIPMENTS, 7

&. F. Slater,

VANCOUVER, B.(C.



