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CHICAGO TRADE FIGURES.

The report of the Board of Trade of
the city of Chicago for 1382 has reached
the oflice of Tur ComymirciaL, and is a
well gotten up and bulky pamphlet of
some 200 pages, containing an amount of
lucid information, whicu notwithstanding
the bulkines< of the pamphlet, proclaims
it a multim in parvo.  Board of Tradé
reports ave as vale trustworthy docu-
ments, although in some instances facts
have to be guessed at. In Chicago the
system of storage, inspection, and wen
eral handling of produce is sq complete,
that actual facts can be more easilyreach-
ed there than in any other city of Awmeri-
ca; and the report now in our possession
may be relied upon in every particular.

The figures of Chicago'’s produce Lusi-
ness for 1882, although admittedly lower
in many respects than those of former
years, furnishesa matterjof wonder for the
statistician, and to the uninitiated in trade
affairs appear actually fabmlous.  The ve-
ceipis of flour in the city for 1882 have
been 4,177,912 barrels or 637,327 less
than 1881.  The receipts of wheat were
23,008,596 bushels against 14,824,990 in
1881, The receipts of corn were 49..
061,755 Lushels or 29,000.000 less than
the previous year ; oats reached 26,802,
272 bushels or 2,000,000 over 1881 ; rye
1,984,516 hushels ; and harley 6,188,140,
the heaviest receipts of that grain for auy
vear, The figures in connection with
live stock are equally astounding, and are
as follows :  Number of cattle and calves
received during the year, 1,607,195, hogs
5,817,504, sheep 628,887, horses 13,856,
the whole having an aggregate value of
8196,670,221.  An estimate of the value
of shipments of farm products from tue
city for the year gives the following
figures: Flour and grain £90,388,000 ;
live stock $100,930,000 ; meats, lard, tal-
low, and dressed hegs $117,592,000; hut-
ter and cheese £17,114.600; wool and
hides $24,788,000 ; seeds and Lroom corn
£9,358,000 ; miscellancous products &12,-
375.000, giving a grand total of 372,
344,009,

The above figures ave those connected
with the trade of a city which fifty years
ago was only a frontier village, whose in
habitants were not strong enough in
numbers to repel the attacks of the ma-
rauding Indiahs of that district, and
which thirty years ago held pretty much
the same relutionship to the North-West-
ern States tha. Winnipeg does to the

Canadian  North-West. At that time
Chicago was ouly a small city, located in
a swamp on the shore of Lake Michigan,
and many wischeads predicted  that such
a mud hole could never advance toa po
sition of commevein! dmportance.  The
same class have similar idens of Win.
nipeg, although its rapid mowth of late
years has shaken many in their former
opinions.  Winnipeg holds a position as
good as ever Chicago held, and ic will
only be by the apathy of her citizens that
she will fail to beeome the commercial
center of one of hevichest and most ex-
tensive sections of the American Conti-
nent. 'To insure her progress to such a
position her citizens must strain every
nerve to make her the center of the pro-
duce business of the Novsh West. Not
by &' system of compulsion, cither, Lut
by taking steps to make it the best in
terests of the surrounding country, to
center their trading within her limits.
While other pursuits may to a great ex-
tent assist in building up and enriching
the city, the handling of the agricultural
products of the North-West must be the
foundation on which any great city's
commerce must be buile, and, and it
would be well to be careful, and not ex-
pect too much cftort in other dirvections,
Winnipeg to rise to commercial great
ness must be the sunand center of North-
Western grain markets, the hub of that
country’s produce transactions, and the
depot for export of these products to
foreign markets. As yet but little has
been done by the people of Winuiprg to-
wards raising the city to the position in-
dicated, and a concentration of etlort in
that direction must soon be made or the
day of golden opportunity may pass,
never to retuin,
B CONSEKYATIVE REACUION.

By the above heading we do not mean
to imply any particular movement of po-
litical feeling, nor in any way enter into
the field of politics. The term, however.
applies well to the present feeling in mer-
cantile circles in the North-west, aud it
may safely be stated that a more conser-
vative system of cot ducting business
generally throughout this country has sct
in. Thereis no use in trying to deny the
fact that the rapid success which attend-
ed the speculative investments of many
people in Manitoba during the past few
years produced a state of business intoxi-
cation which permeated more or less the
whole trausactions of the country, and

built up a system of reckless trading from
which the most staple branches of com-
meree were not exempt.  Thus the little
leaven of speculation leavened the whole
lump of our business system, and few
were the minds level enough in their
caleulations not  to  be injuriously
affected by this general tendency. Such
a state of affaive naturally brings its own
cure, although that in some instances is
accomplished through a very trying or-
deal.  Like the atmosphere we breathe,
the commereial atmosphere becomes over-
charged with explosive clements, and the
shocks which oceasionally shatier portions
of a country’s business structure, are
merely the sharp electric storms which
purify the air and bring it back to a
healthful condition.  There can be no
Jdoubt but that the North-west has, during
the past three months passed through such
a crisis, and the wonder is that its destruc-
tive effects have been so slight. A caln
view of the Lusiness system of the ¢oun-
try at present inspires the belief that the
sfter effects and benefits of the past storm
are beginning to be felt in the form of a
conservative reaction, the evidences of
which ave apparent everywhere.

Eighteen months ago wholesale dealers
in this city scarcely stooped to inquire

into the standing, resources and
general rehability of persons asking

credit of them.  Prosperity was general ;
money was free ; and poor payments were
almost unknown.  The necessity for in-
quiry was certainly very little, and credit
was a thing easily obtained. In the
ame way the consumer could get all the
eredit he wanted from the retailer, for
failures to pay were so rare.  The hard
experience ot thewinter, now about over,
has put an end to this loose system, and
while wholesale houses are acting with
caution and good judgment in the matter
of giving credit, we can hear of contem-
plations of vetailers in quite a numnber of
small towus binding the members there-
of to hold to a strictly cash system
of trading. The reaction thus setting in
may run to an extreme, but thut extreme
will be in the right direction, and will
moderate as the safety oi trade dictates.
The lesson recentiy leas red will prove a
valuable one; and will convince merchants
of every description that trade in the
North-west can no longer be <onducted

upon a , rinciple suited to a frontier com-
munity ; but upon principles in keeping
with the wants of 2 great and growing com-
mercial system.



