8 ' THE CRITIC

And what was Gonzalo Pisarrot A gallsut knight ; liborml and kind-
heorted, it somewhat vain and haaly ; o brave and dovoted. leader; who
wae pot only inftuenced by tho fuct that tho conquest may Lo said to have
lain {n his {amily, but was wannly supp. ted by tho real affection of tho
Iargor portion of tho Spanish inhabitants, until it beeamo apparent that his
conlinuance of tho etrugglo was unjustifiablo robellion.

And what is Riol?
FranceTmmnon,

——— o) S

THIE FRENCH DRAMA,
(Continuad.)

Jean Racino, the fivourile tmgic poot of tho court of Louis X1V., and
the most adinirod of all the French dmmatiats, was born at Forté Milon on
the 21at Decombar, 1639,  Ho was educated as tho Collego of Beauvais till
tho age of sixteen, whon ho was transforred to a echool in the Abhoy of
Port-Royal-des-Champs, whore hia gmndmother and aunt were loading o
rocluso life. Lovablo as he was, tho affectionato soriousuoss of his charactor,
as woll as his aminblo disposition ondearing hin to all arouud him, his
friends yot trombled for him, fearing that his etrong scusibilities and vivid
imagination would lead him into trouble. Hero ﬁie lovo for the Grock
poets, of whicli his favourito was Luripides, was first doveloped, and his
teachers, foarful for his spiritunl welfare, thought it necessary to condomn,
and even fo punieh their favourito when thoy learned that he actually
himself indulged in tho * sinful practico of vorso-making!” Thoe Sacristan
Lancolot, finding ‘him one day deep in the * Loves of Theagones and
Charicloua'” (a Bysantine 1omance, by Holiodorus) immediotaly thiew the
book into the firo; but the youthful poot only smiled ; ho already had the
contonls firinly fixed in lis momory, and no burning of the book could
tako it from him.

After residing for thres yosrs at Port Royal, Iacine procceded to the
Collego of Harcourt, where ho comploted his studios, and saw more of the
world than was pleasiny to his old friends at Port Royal, whoso feelings
woro eadly hurt at his writing in ono of his lotters a burlosque on the
pious phrascclogy of the inmates of the Abboy,

Racine’s first production was an Ode on tho marriage of Louis XIV. for
which ho received a present of 100 louis d'or, sud a pension, which
however was not sufticiont to maintain him. In 1661, having held out to
him, by an uncle in Languedoc, tho hope of u benofice, should he tako
orders, Racino sttorpted to study theology, but ho soon found it an
impossibility. Whilo .striving to fix his mind on tho deop questions of
the church, his heart was witg Ariosto and Sophocles ; so giving up the
attompt in disgust, ho returned to Paris, and having acquired the friondship
of Boileau, dovoted himself to pootry. -

The first tragedy which issued from the pen of the young author was
‘¢ Les Fréres ennomis,” which, though far inferior to his later pinces, gives
promise of the genius afterwards doveloped ; in this play ho imitates
Corneille, later on he shews more indopeniance. In 1666 appearcd
¢ Aloxandre,” but it was not till 1668 whon ¢ Andromache” was given to
tho public, that his ovident genius nttracted marked attention ; from that
time for ten years Racine’s career ns a dramatist was unsurpassably brilliant.
In 1669 or 1670 appeared ¢ Drittannicus,” and in 1671 * Dorenico.”
Corneille attompted this subject at almost tho sarao time, but not with the
same success ; it is tho picture of two hearts struggling against a noble snd
blameless love, and royuired someothing more than Corneille was able to give.
¢ Bajazot” which followed in 1672 was founded on an ovent in Turkish
history, and though in beauty of style it must bo reckoned bolow some of
Racine’s othor tragedics, yet tho charactors of Bajnzet ard Atalide, the
principal figures in the play, are two of the finest and noblest portrayed by
the poot. “ Mithridato,” * Iphigénic” and * Phedre” followed in quick
succeasion, appearing at iatervals of two years. Then in 1677, at the ago
of 87, Racino suddenly withdrew from the theatro, and would have becomo
& Carthusian monk but for the intorvention of somo of his fricnds, who
suggested that instead of doing as he wished, ho should marry some pious
woman and cultivalo domestic virtues.  Racino accopted this strangely-
placed alternative, and a pious, thougk <0t over intelligent femalo being
procured, thbo marrisge took place in 1677. Racine was shortly after
appointed historiographer to the king, and in 1689, at the request of
Madsmo de Maintenon, wrote tho play of * Esther,” to be performed by
the young ladies of 8t. Oyr.  This play, though beautiful in its expression,
does not rank high asa drama, but it is deserving of pmisc, in that it
pm!:pted the author to write “ Athalie,” his last, and undoubtedly finest
work,

Racine's tragedies may bo divided into threo classes:

1. Thoso whoso subjects aro drawn from the Greel ftheafre, as An-
-dromachs, Iphigénie and Phédre.

8. IHisloric tragedics, o8 Britannicus, Borénica and Mithridate.

3. Religious dramas 03 Esthor and Athalie. The great singer of Lovo
in the carly and brilliant part of Louis’ roign, sounds in the ocard of tho
old king the grand echo of the Divine Word.

Trom the days of Corncillo and Racine to the present hour, critics of
all nations have compared the two greal dramatists; great upholders of
Corneille bavo striven to condemn Racine ; admirers of Racine, to detract
from Cornoille. Thoy ropresent two differont styles of dramatic writing
prompted by two very different souls. Corneillo is sublime, oxalted, noble ;
Racine, natural, passionato and pathetic. Cornaillo shows us mon as thoy
showld be ; Racino, men as fhey are; ono forces us o adopt his charactors
aud his ideas; tho othor adapts himself to ours; one uplifts, astonishos,
teachos ; tho othor touches, moves, poustratos ; one attracis admuration, tho
other feeling. Whatover thoro is of beauty, nobility, or grandeur, is

handled by tho former ; by tho lattor whatover in passion is delicato and
lovely ; Cornoille is mdre moral, Racino tmore natuml; tho laltor gains in
truth what ho losce in grandeur, Racino’s chamciors aro not onnoblod as
Corneillo's by their moral porfection, but by tho fres dovelopment of their
natuml qualities. Iu tonderncss and cleganco, grace of stylo, and dolicacy
of sentiment, Racino is without a rival, I..o faulls may Lo ascribed
chicfly to tho influonce of national tnsto; a cortain atiffncss and coldnesa;
n strict adharenco to rules whish forbids ».: romantie colouring,—theso
instead of dotracting from Racine's morit, make us adwire him the wmore.
Working within the scauty limits allowed t¢ Fronch dramatiste, ho managed
with the utmoat skill to raiso the tone of feeling. His delincation of tho
pnssion of lovo ia unsurpassed in tonderness, and nono bLofure or since has
ns woll dupicted tho couflict of conlending passions. Raciuo's style is
oxquisite. To quoto from la Hnarpo in his Elogo do Racine, ! His ox-
preasion is always so happy and so natural that it scems aeif no other
could have beon found ; aud overy word is placed in such a mnunor that
wo cannot fancy any plfnor pluco 1o havo anited it ns well.”

In my nex? 1 will proceed to give n skotoh of tho plot of * Athaliv,”
and tho closing scono in thoe Jifo of the groat poct., Eseua,
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MEDICAL NOTLS.

Tho writer of * Medical Notes,” like many othors in Halifax, has beon
taking a holiday in tho rural districts, which will account for tho absonco of
said Notes in Tur Critio.

Dr. MoDonald's truthful remarks about diphtheria and tho necessity of
logisiation, has puased without romark from any one in tho profession. Tho
doctor will have to dip his pon in goll and wormwood, i ho wanta the
avorngo doctor to bo up and doing. Somo persons with-hold commont,
because it is the Sccular Pross which deals with tho question ; vory fow of
theso people, howovor, pass a sleepless night whon they find thomsolves com-
wonted upon by the samo Press.

Tho distinguishod Dr. Sands, of Now York, is again visiting us, the doo-
tor must find something attractivo, socinily as woll as physically, to viait dull
old Halifax, so often and so regularly. Wao are quite pledsed to have him
with us, and hopo he way como to see and be sson many suumimors in the
future,

Swnll-pox ia slowly extondinyg its loathsomo lengths over this country,
hut will havoe to move more rapidly to cause much havoc before Canadian
frosts will kill it, with tho moro useful germe of vegetation.

Poor Spain oxcites the pity of tho civilized world, if tho scourgs should
bring hor peoplo out of their mental and physical lethargy, or produce ano-
ther * Jonner,” it would be a blessing to horsolf and tho wold, instsad of a
national curse,

Dr. MoKeon, of Sydnoy, was in town last ‘weok ; as ususl wita Cape
Brotonians, ho is a fino specimen, physically.

A ¢ Medical Journal,” starfed by somo of our wealthy physicians, (somo-
body pleaso count thom, ho will not lose much time), would break both hearts
and pockots of thoso hardy enough to undoertako it.

Dr. Camoeron, of thia.city, is a good samplo of v ...t hard work, ambition,
and alrong common sonse will do. Tha doctor is rapidly climbing tho pro-
fessional laddor, and he is doing it good-naturedly

Dr. Carritto, of Amherst, loft homo for a milder climato last week ; he is
but a shadow of tho once stalwart framo. Ho left homs with the kind
wishes of hundreds of his old pationts and friends. e hojo he, who has
brought health and pleasuro to 0 wmany others, may return .3 jolly-hoarted
aud robust as ovor.

 Medical Notes" carries two shooting irons, a poisoned dagger, a bottla
of vitriol, an ounco of cayenne peppor. a sling-shot, a Philadelphia black-
jack, and is accompanied by a fighting man and a bull dog; ho intends hore-
after, now that ho has his full equipmont for defenco, to criticise whoro, when

and whom he pleases. Spiol |
. ASSEOALS,

e
-

HOTEL ACCOMMODATION.

To the Kditor of tI:e Critic:—

It is woll sometimes to * sco oursolves s others sec us"” A corrospon-
dont, who hos moroe than onco spent sometime in Halifax, writes from
Bournomouth, a small English town by the sea sido :—Tho hotel matler
seoms 8o vital to Halifax that ono woundors the people do not seo it. THorois
Bournemouth complotely artificial, evan the very pine trees exotic, and_tho
soil 80 poor that spruces will hardly grow in it,and yet the town has palatial
hotols ; population only 18,000. Ialifax, with its unoquailed advantages,
would aftract visitors from all parts of Britain and America. But tho old
place is sleepy-sleepy 1"

Another correspondont writes from the United States, after this summoer's
oxporience in Halifax :—* Could not the want of first-class accommodation
for visitors to Halifax Lo made known by advortisement in .uo United
States, so that somo of thn surplus money in tho States could be pressed into
the service? It is really a shamo thero should not bie a woll-kopt bourding
houso in Ilalifax ; it is such a delightful placo, We shall nover forget our
summer there, and all tho kindness wo received, and shall hope to go

back thero,” Yours, etc.,
Proaness,



