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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Italy is determined to keep her prestige for the largest iron clads. The
Re Umlertv, just launched a1 Castellamare, s of 14,000 wwns displacement,
2,000 wns mure than that of the Trafulyur and the N, and 3.400 munc
than the Benbuiv. Her horse-power 1s 19,500, and it 18 expected that, 1
spite of her enormous size, her engines will give her aspeed of 18 knots,

The Clronicle had a paragraph last week puinting out the nuisances that
arc not permitted in Paris, Berlin, Philadelphia, and other cities, and remarks
in conclusion, “in Hahfax you can hLaidly hear yourself speak on account
of sume of these noises.” The very nourst 1n tlus city is the trotting of
empty trucks and coal carts, and it is unic of the disgraces of our City Coun-
cil that they are aimid to put a stop o it

A French Staff Officer writes to the Avenr Mddlitairs a sevete criticism
on the recent Tialian scview befure the German Laperor. Slowuess of )
formation, noise and anges on the past of officers of every iank, bad align-
ments, unsteadiness of the men, officcis badiy mounted and nding [worly,
pace tco rapid for the men, cavairy badly mounted and horses not well |
trained, and artillery badly horsed, are among his stnctures, and it seens
that an enormous cffort was required from the Italian Staff to vnog befure
the Emperor three fourths of an army corps.

It is an extraordinary instance of indiscretion that Lord Sackville,
the British Minjster at Washington, should have fallen into the
despicable trap laid for bim by the Republican party, and have replied to a,
letter, asking his advice as to voung on the Presidential cleciion. No
doubt, Lord Sackville’s action was that of a frank and unsuspicivus gentic-
wan who had no idea that the confidence sulicited couid be viviated, but thc;
utter meanness and falschood of the violator is av excuse.  Of ali embassics |
that to Washingtun shouid be filled by a shrewd and astute diplumaust,
whose first principle should be absolute neutrality to United States pulitics.
Lord Sackville has furnished the party most inimical to Great Buutain with a
peculiatly welcome cry, and Lord Salisbury will be as waating in detcrmina-
tion as his subordinate, if he does not at once recall him,

, of the United States receive altogether §354,000 a year.
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The stendy and rapid rise of Mr. Balfour from a position of obscurity to
a foremost place in parliament, has of course sct afloat a good deal of specu-
lation concerning him. Among other things, it has been supposed that, if
not agnostic, he was somewhat indificrent to moral and religious questions.
Ile has, however, recently published an article on the * Religion of
Humanity,” in which he not only stigmatizes that vague sort of creed as
“ condemned to failure as an efiective stimulus to high endeavor,” but does
5o in a remarkably Jucid and polished literary style.

The Montreal Witness deprecates the demand for a faster transatlantic
line of steamers, and somewhat begs its question by saying * the operating
expenses of an 18 or 20 knot ship are not very far from being as much again
as that of a 14 or 15 knot vessel” We very much doubt if an Allan Liner
ever yet accumplished 18 knots under any circumstances. We believe their
average to be far below 15 knots, or 360 in the 24 hours ; we do not, in fact,
believe it to be 12 knots, and we should like to be informed swhether they
have a single vessel with triple-expansion engines?

We are glad to note the increasing determination of University and Col-
lege authorities to suppress the obulitions of rowdyism which so frequently
disgrace our educational institutions. Trinity Medical School at Toronto
has recently expelled two students for disgraceful conduct at a public meet-
ing in connection with the opening of tke College, and President Adams, of
Corncll University, in his aunnual address, warned the students found
gwlty of intoxication, gambling, imwmotality, ot wny cnterforince with the per-
sonal liberty of any student, that they would be removed from the Univer-
sity, in fact, expelled,

At the recent church conference at Manchester, the Rev. H. R. Howeis
read a very able and outspoken paper in favor of cremation. The Bishop of
Nottingham demurred, asking * what Christian man or woman could dare
to take the responsibility of destroying at oncc what must indeed be
destroyed for a ume,” etc., eic., as if 1t could possibly matter in what man-
ner what is doomed to disintegration is “destroyed.” There isa goad deal
more twaddle for which we have no space, but we cannot resist the coavic-
tion, that clergymen who show no comprehicasiun of logic and the advance
of the age, are answerable fur any luss the churches may experience of their
hold on cultivated minds.

In pursuance of the intention intimated in a recent issue, we now pub-
lish the authentic account, from * James' Naval History.” of the affair with
the American Privateer General Atmstrong in Fayal Roads. It will be seen
how duficrent is the caim, Listurical versiun from the spread-cagle one which
has been going the routls. It may here be remarked that James” work is
vbe of inestimable value, and that without it the Amer.can accounts, always
saibied, of ihic actions of the «812-14 wur, would prubably have passed into
justury bat little questioned.  The suggestivn of the St John Gazetle, that
the portion of the last volume which relates to that war should be reprinted
as a scpatate work, is an excellent one. It vught to be a Canadian school
book.

Tle following is rcported as the utterance of the Hon. G. W. Ross,
Minister of Lducation of Ontario, in a recent political speech .—* There
were thiee questions tu which the Libeials sheuid direct their attention—
the cultivation of a4 political conscience , the encouragement of the spirit of
Canadian nationality, and the developinent of our material resources, He
dwelt particularly on the need of a strong, hopeful national spirit. Cana-
dians, he said, we:e pessimists beyond all the nativns of the world ; there
was not one Canadian in five thousand who fully appreciated the great
resources of his country ”  The advice is pertinent and timely. No doubt
there are plenty of Liberals who have a political cu.science, and many who
have the spirit of Canadian nationality, but there is uite enough of the con-
traty feclings apparent in sections of the Liberal Dress to give point to the
dictum of Mr. Ross, who, as a Liberal himself, ought to know.

THE ALTERNATIVES.
The next point taken up by the Gl.l¢ in analyzng the annexationist

 detter of its correspundent ' Algoma,” is the bugbzar of the * ambassadorial

and consular services.”  This, and the naval and military forces they sup-
pose to be necessary, are put forth as mazters of alatming expense by those
who arc determined to see nothing but inperial Federation or Annexation.
With regard to the foruer, the Glule puints vut that the Diplomatic servants
* The consuls are
paid mostly by fees, thuse who receise salaiies gencrally collect more than

 coough fecs to pay them, and the scrvice actually appears to pay thie United
lStatcs instead of being a burden on the Treasury. To allege that the cost



