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gin Jusn county, has been coming to Durango on weekly visity, buying cach
e oll tho beef hides ho conld find.  As ho took the hides mountainward,
psoy wondered to what purpose they were being put. A Durango (Col.)
llcrfxld reporier et 'Mr. Hotndyke, and bluntly asked him what ho wos
Joing with so mauy hides.

Well, now that I have proved iy theory cotreet, I have no objection
1o telling your readews of my doings,

You mo nl gold huntera know that mwuch gold known aa *float’ is
washed awny continuously. To catch thiz by any mnoeans has always proved
impossible, although tried by many different methods from the tiial of sluices
srd running streams,  Taat spring, I luckily thought of a method which
snpidly making mo a rich man.’

‘How do you do it 1' was impatiently asked.

‘Why with hidez. It's the simplest thing you ever saw. The Animas
rver tributnies come frow the best gold bhearing -eetions of the cuvnry.
This being th:e caso, much fine or flour gold mu~t pis duwn the atre m
Up above I arranged my plans by selecting o« poiat whate the aiver cnts
directly to the bank; here 1 placed a'hide ou stakes, dlowing the w et to
&im over it ; the hair being placed up stream, of course it crught up <1 the
1fors? of all kinds. After leaving the hide in this position for a week, |
1ok it vut and examived it thoroughly, but could discuver no tiace of guli.
Ieing determined to give my exporimeont a thorough test, I cut np several
icces and burned thom in an old pan; in panning the ashos T wis rewardd
with over two dollurs in gold. Sinco that time [ have devoted my time to
adting every hide I could buy, and vow have fifty in plice at vmiou. puins
On my clenn-ups, which I make on each Iide at the end of two werks, ]
welize from sixty to pioety dollats in pure gold, which I seeme by 1ctonting
tho ashes of the hides.’ "

Thete is a good prospest of recovering No. 2 Slups at the Albion Mines,
where the explosion took place in January last, A pit wis sunk 40 fect on
ite cross-cut hetween Nos. 1 and 2 slopes and the 1vof blown down ; an
aploring party descended No. 2 slupe and for a suurt distance iuto No 1,
egtounteting heavy falls in No. 2. some of them 39 feet high. No 1 is
vy hot, and i3 no doubt still un fire. A permanent stone wall between the
ixo slopes has been built, and the werk of closning up and 1etimby: 1ing No,
3isbeing proceeded with, A small winding engine has been erected n
plice of the one lost at tho fire. It is theught that coal will be coning ont
of No. 2 pit by the beginning of the yeur.

At the Foord pit pumping is stiil going on. Cages are now down to the
rebbish at tho hottom of the shaft, and the purmps will now have to bo set
townk there, in order to remove the balance of the water. It will be along
tme yet beforo any coal can be mined at this pit.

At the new ** Euglish ” slope operations are proceeding fairly well. The
Sske.s have got through tho * step,” which proved to to a down-throw of
xze 22 feet, sud the coal is recovered on the other side. Considerable
kom wiil have to he taken up for a distance of vne hiudrd feet on the
agie of the slope, in order to get below the step.  The slope 1s down some
130 fect, but the totsl depth, when iinis.hcd, will be in the neighbarhowt of

1300 feet.

Work has ouly heen fair of lato at the Daummond Colliery, wainiv
ring 10 want of tennage, but whon pits did work, a very large quantity of
| was shipped.  Somo large * timo ” boats are used this season by the
mpany, wat 1 x fouml that tho smaller boats aro more profitable and cou-
enient.

Searcity of tounage to cany coal for Uppor Province ordera has alsy had
Ldepressing tendency on work at the Vale Colliery. [ne management
enploy very large boats—some of them over 3,000 tons— b forwaid then
apat.  Tho new sinking ou the Mcliean slope i3 going down well, aud the
ol maintaius its usnal gond quality. The company are now supplying the
t Johin Mills, as well as the Steel and Forge Compinies st Trenton, A\t
te “ Six Foot” sextn work is progressing as usual.

The Lilzck Diamond Colliery is working full blast, and 75 tonsa duy are
itg rised,  Sufficient orders have been obtained to keep thesc mines
a5 all season.  We understaud that some 20,000 tons of Interculunial
ulway contract have fallen to tho sharo of tiis company.

Coa1.—The Terminal City Company are boring for coal on their lands at
nboucon, Richmond County, Capo Breton.

A New Frawrirss Exrrosivk vor Coat. MiniNe.—A now variety of
ucarite” explosive has been propared by Ierr Schocviweg, which is said
te flameless when exploded, and will, it is expected, bo of specisl value as
nlatitate for ordinary blasting powder and other explosives in fery coal
ires, It consists of nitrated bydro-carbons mixed with an oxidizing agem,
xch as chlorate of potash, and some organic salt which renders the mixtura
atless. The substance is uot hygroscopic, and is of a bright yeliow culur,
dean bo kept for apny length of tine without undergoing any chauge. It
220t be exploded by a flame, nor by a hut substance, but only by a deton-
goap.  Iecent experiments at llendon, England, have proved that the
¥ explosive fulfils the anticipations of the inventor; and wo understand
tihe Flamelees Explosive Company have undertaken to introduco it to the
te of mine-ownoersand others, to whom an explosive of this naturo should
stloome. Its power is said to bo oqual fo that of No 1 dynamite, and it
be manufactured at a loss cost. Tho orgsnic salt, which is added to the
wante” to produce the effect, has also the property of rendering dyna-
i ipilely flameless when mixed with if.
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iron Property For Sale,
SITUATED IN
IFARGA-ETSVILLE, ANNAPRLIS GO, H. S,

Gonsistinz of Fourteen Leases, covering over Twa
tousand Acres, through which the Iron
Ueposits have been traced.

The ivon belongs to the owners of the soil, from whom
leases have been obtained, extending over a period of
sixty-five years. The deposit is of high made maguetic
or speeular ivon ore, which is present in unlimited quan-
tities.  Ifrom a shaft sunk 30 feet in depth on the range,
40 tons of ore were raised, which proved of the most
superior quality. )

Abundance of good timber and wood are at hand, and
the celebrated Spring Hill and Styles coal mining proper-
ties ave only & short distance away. There is a gradual
descent from the farthest extent of the property down to
a commaodious shipping wharf, from which the ore may be
shipped the year round.

Pwichasers will be furnished with full particulrs on
application at

The Critic Office, 161 Hollis St., Halifax,



