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have finally been brought to make the false cunfession reyuired
cf me, be persuaded that violence alone could have wrung it
from me, a wretched queen, who have been more-shamefully
treated than the most memal slave could have been.”

But, forsakenand cundemacd by all urders, this pvor woman
appealed not in vain to the Vicar of Chust.  When Lothaire
hesitated not to bnbe the corrupt assembiy of bishups now
convened with great pump and ustentauon to finally try the
cause, and had thus sccured their judgment in his favour, the
mrepid pontifi deposed and repudiated his uwn fasthless legates,
and threatened Luthaire with excommunication if he did not at
once put away Waldrade, whum he had newly espoused.
When the enraged king incited his brother, the Emperor Louis,
to march an army upun Rumie tu avenge himself for this insult,
the undaunted Pope refused to yield one iota, and declared
that under no citcumstances woud be pronvunce the marriage
of Thietberga unlawful. Furced by the rude soldiery to take
sanctuary, he reured to St. Petet’s, and there passcd two whole
days and mights in prayer and fasting, but stiil refused to receive
Lothaire, or to grant him absolution unless he restored Thiet-
berga to her nghiful place of wife and queen.  Luthaire con-
sented to this, but now resulved upun another eapedient.  He
so all-treated s wife that she had the weakness to apply to
the Pope to pronounce judgment against her and allow her to
reure to 2 convent.  But the Pupe reflused, and replying to her
appeal in aletter fuli of dignity and firnness, he admounished
her to stand firm and not alluw herself to be prevailed on by
fear or furce to utter any falschoud, but to be ready to endure
even martyrdom, with the assurance that in that case she would
ment a martyr's r:ward. On the death ¢f Nicholas, his suc-
cessor, Adrian 1L, mamtained her cause with cqual viguur and
success.

It needs surely but a lule reflection to convincg us of the
absulute necessity of the sancity and indissulubility of marriage
1a order tu preserve suacty fruin the greatest corruption and
disorders.  The fanuly 15 \he nuisery of the civil state.  In the
Chnstian home aivne, invested as it 1s mith the necessary attri
butes of stability, permanency, and sactamental dignity, can be
found the requisitc prutcciion fur the helplessness of infancy,
and the wisdum and grace to tiain the chud's develuping
powery, thus fituing it fur honour and uscfulness here and the
perfect Life hereafter.  Human nature 15, imoreover, undeniably
selfish, and if this punciple were not held in check Ly any
strong cuunter-motive, who can cunceive the wretchedness and
violence which must ensue ¢ The lfe of the family fuinishes
the greatest natural currective to this master-instnct of our
nature, and when punfied by the grace of the sacrament secures
to the individual a means ol sclf- discipline and culture second
only to the higher Iife of all, the life of evangelical perfection,

Jobn Stuast Mill sumewbere observes that “‘public spirit,
sense of duty towards the public good, 1sgf all virtues, as
women are nuw educated and situated, the most rarely to be
found amoung them.” We are surty to cunfess that we believe
this statement to be largely true in its general sense, but in the
present instanok’certainly it necd nut be restricted by any limi
tations of sex. What is surely most needed, imperatively
needed, 1n this vur day and gencration, 15 that young persons
should be trained tu take bruader, mure unselfish views of
maraage and its respunsibilities.  The thoruughbly worldly per
son never can ur will du this. These ideas are essentially
Christian. We do nut by any means assert that persons not
influenced by Chruistian faith arc incapable of that affection which
should aiways furm sts basis. But it is nevertheless wholly
true that this natural affection should be str .ngthened by sacra-
mental grace in uider to enable st tu Lear successfully the
strain and burden of the mariage state. If it be true that
sumething must needs be added to peifect this earthly love,
beautsful as it certainly is by nature, in order to secure the
well-being of the hume, what must be said of the great number
of marriages contracted from inferior motives, from ambition,
love of muney, ut, must terrible of all, to acquire a fancied
freedom from the restrictions and limitations imposed upon
the unmarnied.

The Rev. Dr. D 4, in a recent Lenten lecture, has painted in
terms as truthfui as they ate graphic the evils resulting from
this class of marniaes, Let us not accuse him of exaggeration,
It 1s well-nigh impossible to exaggerate in this matter, and it
cannot be duubted that his uwn ubservation and experience as
a pastor of souls have furnished the facts which he portrays so

brilbantly and so furcibly. Ah! if some of those who listened
to him, and some of us who read, could only tell the tales
which come home to our own hearts ahd homes, no Lenten
lecture ever delivered could rival their terror and pathos. The
young girl, gifted in many ways, conscious of possessing charms
of person and manncr, craving above all things admiration and
“ conquests,” restricted, it may be, by surrounding circum-
stances, seeks to escape by marriage from a sphere so unen
durably narrow. Alas | for the home; alas ! for the husband
and the children, “ 1 bate a domestic life,” said such a one
to me. “1It is a terrible bore to have a husband who wishes
to play the lover and read poetry. Let him amuse himself as
he likes, and I will do the same."” Szid her husband in reply
to a remonstrance as to the various admirers who filled his
house with their gifts of music and pictures and flowers for its
young mistress. * Nonsense ! I should despise myself if I
were capable of being jealous of my wife. I'eople admire her,
and I like to have them doso. It is all right.” Allright;
and the divorce came, and to day the winds sigh a dirge over
her untimely grave ; and her husband, the handsomest, most
versatile and variously gifted man we ever knew, is consigned
to a living death, and the sons, God help them! alone in
their young manhood with their inheritance of shame and sor-
row. And thisis not an isolated instance.

We confess to a hearty admiration for the marriage service
of the Episcopal Church, and indeed it is but an adaptation in
Lnglish of the most impressive portions of the Catholic Ritual.
Bat it is traly admirable in its simplicity and dignity ; and is
well calculated to impress, not only those to whom it is speci-
ally addressed, but all who are present. How astonishing it
is that after such solemn vows of love and fidelity, *in sick
ness and in health, for better, for worse until death us do part,”
and after the clergyman has pronsunced those awful words of
vur Divine Lord, “Whum God hath jsined together let not
man put asunder,” any thus married should ever dream of
repudiating those vows, and stranger still, perhaps, that this
same church should find herself unable to protect the sacred
ness and indissolubility of the marriage tie! It is certainly
true that she condemns all divorces except for cause of adul-
tery, and that she furbids her clergy to officiate at marriages
¢ intracted in spite of this prohibition. But how recent is even
this legislation, and, alas! how neffective, The parties thus di-
vorced ard remarried cannot be excluded from her commu-
nion. It is only necessary to have the marriage ceremony per-
formed by a minister of some other denomination, or even by
the civil magistrate— a very slight trial, surely, when the newly
married thercby subject themselves to no ecclesiastical penal-
ties, and their marriage is regarded as perfectly legal. Itisa
matter for congratulation that that church is awakening to a
sense of the great evils of divorce, and is endeavouring to
shape her legislation accordingly. Nor are there wanting in
dications that all the more conservative Protestant commu
nions are anxious in this respect to return to the first principles
of Christian civilization. Itall implies a growing conscious.
ness of the necessity of 2 sacramental basis for the very life of
the community.

In considering the evils atte1dant upen divorce legislation,
we must not pass over the demoralization of the taste and
moral sense of the community by the constant publication in
the daily journals of the nauseous details of these scandajs.
The public mind is thus familiarised with the tales of dis
honpur and wretched homes, and even the very school chil-
dren can take their fill of these corrupting and sensational
stories.

After all we have said of the absolute incompatibility of
divorce with the law of God and the welfare of society it is
nevertheless true, and it would be most unjust to ignore this
fact, that there will ever be some persons for whom relief must
be found from a married life of intolerable suffering. For
such’persons, in cases of adultery, gross brutality, and deser-
tion, there remains a partial relief, which neither God nor man
would deny them, in a separation. But separation does not
imply a privilege of remarriagé, and its disabilities ought to
be birne patiently by the innocent until the death of either
party dissolves the marriage bond, Truly -for such a sufferer
to have peace with God and his or her, own conscience is
better .than any earthly gain. There is, however, no-doubt
that a very large proportion of the unbappiness in married life,
for which a remedy is daily sought in oiir courts, might be



