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THE CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY.

‘I'ho London Speclator, in the course of
a hostile criticism of the Canadian gaurantee
negotintions, which wa da not here discuss,
makes an estimato of the probable value
and importance of our projected Pacific
Ruilway, compared with which some of the
sanguino anticpations formed on thisside of
the Atlantic appear cautious amd hesitating.
'io Canadian Pacific Railway, the Spectator
Lelievas, is * an undertaking so important
to the Empire aud so valuablo to mankind
as 0 doserve not only u guarautee, but a di
rect and large subvention. Joining the two
great oceans by a road through the most
fertilo of our American territorics, the
glorious valley of the Saskatchewan, which
may one day maintain twenty millions of
Engligh speaking men, tho Railroad will be
tho ighway of the world, the alternutive
lino botween Europe and Asia, tho baso
from which wo may at will attack China or
rescuo India, FromSouthampton to Calcut-
ta wo shall travel by stoam, and never pass
through a foot of territory outside our
Dominion. Theonly drawbacs. to the project
1s that when completed the road will be so
mconceivably valuable that we shall not bo
able to Lear to give it up even to aCanadian
kwngdom or republic. The most enthusiastic
of our Pacific Railroad advocates here can
searcely utter words of eloquenco more
cftective for persuasion than the gquiet
suggestions of tho Spectator, which aro put
m 2 matter-of-courso way, as if a sccond
opinion on the subject wero out of tho ques-
uon.  Should the Spectafor’s idea as to the
road being inconceivably valuable to the
Lmpire onco farly take possession of the
public mind “ at home,” the anti colonial
or scparation party thero will find the
1ealization of 1ts policy indefinitely post-
paned, as far as Canada is concerned.

ARE WE THREATENED WITH A NA-
TIONAL WATER FAMINE?

I'he intolligence which reaches us from
varions parts of the world seems to invest
this question with present and paramount
importance. Ina recent article wo com
mented on the exceptional and phenomensl
cold of the past Winter, and showed thatit
wight, perhaps, be attribatablo to the per-
iodic return of what cminent metorologits
have called *f the cold swavo™ through which
our planctis supposed to pass in every ten
or liltcen years. The Astronomer Royal of
Scotland, in common with other able and
cautivus physicists predicted last year such
an event, and sought to explainit on broad
cosmical principles. The diminution of -our
annaul heat supply derived from solar rad
iation, itis easy to see, will bo marked by a
diminution in tho amount of water evapora
ted from the billows of tho ocean and bo
livered to tho winds to be transported over
the great confinental masses of the globe
for their irrigration and refreshment.  The
rain fall statistics and returns for tho pre
sent yesr, so far as received, appear to bear
out tho natural inferenco from the above
facts, and givo us timely warning o be pro-
pared for great scarcity of water during the
coming summer. The rains of the season
havo fallen short of their usual abundance
thisspringin the United States. Tho rc
turns of England, carefuly collected by Mr,
Glaisher, give ageneral average only twenty
two inches for tho past year,whilo tho proper
mean rainfall of Eogland is thirly inches. In
the tropics where the atmospheric machinery
takos up tho groatest amount of moisturo
from the eca for terrestrial distribution we

find similar results. From the returns of
thoe Windward West [ndies the ofticial figure
for last December show a delicieney  greater
than has been known in twoenty touy ve s
preceding; amd the averageof the yea 1871
was twent cight por centor mwore theti one

fourth below thit of the preceding lwenty |

four years. Por the mouth of Janwuy,

1871, the returus ave still move digeotiraging |

the avarage falling shoirof that S the sune
month of the twenty-live preceding yeard hy
thirly five pe1 cent., or more than oue third
We see good reason fur calling the sttention
of the whole country to the most frugal hus
banding of the precivus water supply dis
tilled from the clouds. It may not now be
100 lato towarn agriculturists to prepare for
any emergency by the coustruction of ponds
and reservoirs for the irrigation of the soil.
But the warning is certainly opportune and
of vital importance in all thocitics and towns
of the land to economize the water, thatin
case of blighting droughts and epidemic
disease tho terror of water famine may not
have to bo endured.

THE DISCOVERY OF LIVINGSTONE,

‘Thestory of thodiscovery of Dr  Tiviva
STONE, 2s related by the Now York Hearld
Commisioner, is proof enough cither that
thero is no Mr. STANLEY in Africa at all, or,
if thero Is, that he is onc of the m st nccom
plished of the many talented ronucers who
have lost their vegard for truth in endeav
ouring to discover the iruc source of the
Nile. The first and perhaps most striking
featuro in the narrative isthe ¢ time™
made, for Mr. StaxLey is as particular in re
cording his rate of speed as is Boxxer with
Dexter. On the 23rd September holefta
placo with an unpronouncaable namo for
another glaco similarly afflicted, distant 400
miles. On thoway he captured two vil
lages, fought threo battles, was prostrated
with high fever for eleven days, spent four
days onan oasis which drawned on the
weary traveller like DeLyoNico’s on a thirsty
loafer, and yet reached tho end of Lis journey
on tho I6th October! Four hundred miles in
four days across a trackless desert unpolla
ted by railrords and unblessed with hotels,
isequal to tho best efforts of Westox or
Capt. Barct.ay, and fur ahead of the famous
gallop from Atlanta to tho sea. A discovery
was mado during this lightning passage
which seems 10 Lave escaped thelynx-eyed
Myxco Tark. At a terrible moment when
the intrepid StaxtRy was alternately shak
ing ssuuder with ague and baking the earth
with the heat of his fever, when bhis followers
all save six, had struck work eithor from
sy mpeathy vath the eight hour movement o
[twn « wnviction that payment of their
wages was problematical, when hordes of
husule Ujijians threatened front and roar,
“the Jfferald Commissioner hoisted the
Amecricm fl.g, and the trembling savages
finl in Jdisurder.”  Sacred among their prim-
vl Laditiuns, towering over their ancient
1egunds like the green cyclomen over tho
- “ 1. ..l Babylon, over all the virgin
plattis vis which they pitched their kraals
and enjoyed ond another’s society with a
knifo and fork, tho recollection of the claims
for Indirect Damages domanded from ther
friend Liinustoxe’s Government must havo
reigned supreme ; and lest they tooshould
bo dragged beloro the Geneva Tribunal and
libelled by tho Associated Press, they made
a direct bee lino for the Great Saharaon the
clevation of the Star Spangled Banauer! It
was a stupendous victory of coloured calico
over brute forco ; but tho stra..gest feature
of it .1l is that this raverenca of tho Ujijians
for tho American flag, should never have
been discovered by tho Roman Generals dur

s -

ing tho Yunic wars. Inthe mecling of
SraxLry and Livisgstose there was nothing
very ronantic, but the i porting way beauti-

Ul pathetic, anb b thas been i wtd
izerd by an A e poel t— .

1row the shore of ‘anganyika,

From th Iatatala waters,

From Waj swa and Nirambo,

Wanynmbezt and Ujijl,

Abro UInyanycibie,

Amd the mighty ‘Thingutbuinla,

*ome the soutids of bitter sluhing,

Como s volco of uttor s Inew,

And e O denrsae,” and $Omy -tg,”

But nary note of gludness,

For thuy've gotunnd wentand jarted,

* Scparulcd, broken bartod, v

And they ‘Il never mecet 1o more
‘This side of fulr Jondun's shore,
For those bappy days are o'er,
Aund anent thelr sad adien

Breaks tho natives® wild “hoo-lmo!
13oo-hoo Bov-hoo!” )

LivixesTonE steadfastly refused to beled
out of the wilderness; and expressed his
determination to remain two yeurs Jonger
with the Ujijians, from whichitmay Lein-
ferred that Sranuey,in o rash moment,
cither informed him of the exutenceo of the
Boston Jubilee or solicited a professional
interview.”— Mail.

The working of tho German railways in
war timo cannot be the_miechanical marvel
it is sometimes supposed to bo, if the follow-
ing description is correct :

Inno country of the wo:ld do woe meet
with such theorizing relative to theconstruc.
tion of rolling stock asin Germany ; for every
kmd of goods to be conveyed n particular
carriage has been designed, excellent jn ils
especial domain, but of little or no use for
any other purpose. The continnal passing
and repassing of empty waggous, with use-
less wear and tear of the lines and great
complication of construction, is the conso
quence. These technicalities have greatly
hampered German railways; even themost
eaf»licit order for waggons is & puzzlo 10 the
ofticer appointed over roiling stock, as well
as 10 tho railway officials when the waggons
aro required for special purposes. ‘Tho
above 18 Baron Von Weber's * Training of
Railways for \War, in time_of peace.” Ile
likes the Germinn stations o better, and
says .—** Connected' with the English sys-
tem we find a greater number of platforms,
in cach of which the gross amountof landing
capability for beasts and war mafericlis less ;
but itis mantfest tbat, witha number of
short platforms, from which access to any
rail is open, much 1.oro can beaccomplished
in this respect that would be the case if
the sum of tho lengths of the short stages
were united into a few large ones, to which
access wasonly possible by the shunting
aside of large trains. As to signals tho
Germaas are in the greatest  confusion.
The number of iuveas conveyed by signals
which a German railway company considers
necessary to the carrying on of the servico
amounts to fifty eight, threo timesas many
asaro usedin Franco and Euglaod forthe
same purpuse, and the number of objects,
mado use of for signalling, suchas opu-’
el telegeaphs, dics, flags, arrows, cages, cie.,
amounts to forty-cight, Add to this the
fact that'somo of the fifty-eight ideas are
conveoycd in twventy differont forms, and we,
fiud that 'tho total number of signals on
German lines amounts to nearly & thou-
sand! Qur western nesghbors on both sides
of the Channel, of whose railroad institu-
tions we havo not yet taken suflicient notice,
ato contented witha fourth of the ideas ex-
pressed, and a tent pact of the signal.forms,
and that without in tho least degreo infring:
ing upon the safoty and punctuality, of the
servico; for uniformity and simplicity are o.
:such umprlanco’in signalling, that the ex:
pression ol several' possiblo ideas requitéc
but occasionally should bo sacrificod to thon




