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1818, and as neither himsoell} colle:{gues, nor ;opinion in Canada will not sett right with

TIIE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

any of the people of Canada (oxcept, per- the people, or be likely to influenco the ac-

haps, tho Herald) appear to have been m
the confidence of tl:* Whig-Padical adimin-
istration they could 10t lL..0w what plots
Gladstone and his colieagues were engaged
in to support their failing rule in Bn; and ;
and this country has yet to loarn what Im-
perial policy means in tho sensc of the ns-
tulo statesmanlike writer in the Ierald.
Is it the bartering away of torritory ? Isit
tho giving to n forcign country muni-
cipal jurisdiction within tho Butish Domin-
jons? Isit tho unconditional surrender of
overything which constitutes national inde-
pendence? And is it a readiness to accede
to any or every demand under the idea that
peaco can bo beught? When the Herald
answers these questions on their merits the
Vorustest Review will submit to its con-
sideration a few of the consequences hikely
to arise from tho ratification of that portion
of the treaty relating to Canada, and will
expect the Herald to show how they can bo
averted. Ju the meantime it should bo a
gratification to every true and loyal advo-
cato of Imperial connection that all shades
of political parties in Canada are opposed to
the ratification of that portion of the treaty
rolating to the fisheries and local afFsirs.
The Herald gencrously and honorably in-
sinuates that the Voruxteer REvIEW was
actuated Ly professional motices in opposing
the treaty, and counselling resistance to ils
provisions in the event of the Gladstone
faction in Eugland ratifying it before the
opinion of tho Canadian Parliament could
be taken thereon—a course they ure quite
capable of pursuing. In tho meantime their
Yankee friends, taking advantage thercof
and treating Canada with the contempt
they affect for her, should atlempt to exer-
ciso tho assumed rights and fish by force,
would the Heralt ~ounsel submission there-
to? Belicving tho Gladstone Mimstry are
not all England, nor the Jlerald the sole
rentesentative of Canadian public opinion,
the VoLuxTEER REVIEW counsels resistance
to the destructive p. .cy of the one from
the very same motives that puts it in direct
antagonism to the other—opposition to the
dwsintegration of the Ewpire by force or
fraud. Anucxation is a word which the
Herald has declined to use, and the Vorux-
TE¥R Review has no wish to insinuate that
such a ocourse would bo adopted by that
Jjournal—but its policy is neither Imperial
nor Canadian. It is not so long since its
course on the abrogation of reciprocity laid
it open to the gravest possible charges. 1Its
propheticutierances on that occasion proved
false, and no one who has .atched the
courso of cvents since, the uhexampled
prosperity this country has enjoyed, would
be insane cnough to counsel any closer con.
nection with our neighbors.  If tho Herald's
political carcer hitherto has not been abovo
suspicion, sneering at or insinuating inter-
ested motives as the moving causc of public

{ion of Parliament in any Gogree. Fromtho

. almost unanimous opposition to tho treaty

—pat. iolism—a word of more restricted
meaning than ¢ Imperial policy,”” might in
charity havo suggested itself to the Ilerald
as the moltive power in this case, but © JHoni
soil qui mal-y pense.”!

‘'ur; Vorunteer Review while giving in-
sertion to correspondence does not assume
accountability for the views of the authors.
Desiring in .t cases to provoke discussion
s0 that both sides of every question may be
fairly placed before its readers. In accord.
ance with tnis principle attention is invited
to the letter of our Montreal corres-
pondent, in which the official disbanding
of the 5th Battalion or Royal Light In-
fantry Regiment of Montreal, is treated with
some feeling,  In fact it would: appear that
tho corps had been hardly dealt with, were
it not well known that for sowe time past, as
thiccorrespondenco admits, theprocess ofdis
organization had been making progress, as
clearly evidenced by decreasing musters,
and tho resignation of its commanding offi-
cers brought matters to the climax towards
which they had been tending, leaving no
option to the authorities but to strike the
battalion off the active militia list, a duty
discharged with eoxtremo reluctance and
never resopted 10 exeept in unavoidable
cases.

This circumstance suggests the possibility
of the Volunteer material becoming exhaust-
cd in Moatreal—by this is not meant the
military spirit of the people, but tho fact
that it has always supplied a much larger
contingent to tho active militiain proportion
to its population thaa any other city in Can-
ada.  Whether the service had not become
to some oxtent burthensomeo on the most
willing, and hence tho falling off in numbers
which led to the disappearance of the -* Roy-
als™ from tho active militia list, a matter to
beregretted in every point of view. It is
just possible thata desirable and advantage-
ous amendment might bo introducel in tho
militia law, by which such a misforlunc as
that which befel the “Royals™ might in
futuro be spared tho country. As the com-
mercial wealth of the country is concentra-
ted within its cities and towns, would it not
be well to have the whole ablo bodied urbin
population from the ages of 18 toG) years
embodied as part of tho active force, armed
and drilled to a certain extent, bat that un-
der ocdinary circamstances no portion of
the forco beyond the contingent dus to
population in common with the suborban
districts should at any time Lo éalled out
from thair business or sent 1o any distance
from <city or town. Economists will be found
to cry out against such a measuro; but ex.
perience has proved that in military prepar-
cdness is to be found that safety and secur-

ity which is at once tho sccret and ciuso of
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matter of local economy tho enrolment and
military organization of o whole community
will be singularly advantageous, as it must
materially reduce the taxation for municipal
police purposes, whilo tho goin of even one
per cent. by increased scecurity to theircom-
mercial profits would more than counter.
balance the evils of time lost or other incon.
veniences suffered.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.

I'ne attontion of the civilized world has
been concentrated on France during the
last twelve months; the excitement at DParis
beforo and after the declaration of war, the
rapid political changes of which it was the
theatre, its memorable siege, capitulation,
the second investment, fierco fighting, and
terrible vengeance taken on the Commu.
nists and their leaders—all mako a page
of history unrivalled in tho annals of ancient
or modern times, It would be hard to find
a more fiendish lot of scoundrels than those
who plotted the insurrection which placed
the capital of France at their mercy. . After
robbing for their own benefit all the public
‘institutions, murdering the Archbishop of
Paris and his clergy, they deliberately em-
ployed tho women of the.lower orders, the
wives of the dear working men, to bura
down and destroy the whole city, and as
soon as tho troops began to enter the city
the hellish work commenced~the gas and
water pipes were deliberately cut, petro-
leum was placed in the houses; the mag
nificent Hotel de Ville, the Tuilleries, the
Palais of Justice, and the old Louvre, the
improvements made by Houssman, costing
20,000,000 of francs, were destroyed. Ths
infamous ruffians had determined to destroy
the whole city, and have been known to set
tho houses at one end of a street on fire with
petrolcum shells and deliberately drive the
terror stricken inhabitants from tho other
into the flames. It iIs calculated thatever
sixty thousand people lost their lives Ly this
means. It Isvery little wonder that the
troops showed no raercy or that 43,000 of
tho insurgents were made to bite the dust.
Those numbers would represent the loss of
hifc to somo extent, but the first is a mere
approximation and said to bo considerably
under the mark. ‘“laught by bitter experi
ence the Provisional Government seem de-
sirous of maoderately enforcing authority,
and will probably leave to tho people the
right to select tho future form of govem
ment under which the resources of the
country will be consolidated. ‘The law ban-
ishing the Orleans princes hus been repeal:
‘¢d: their fight 19 sit in the Assembly con-
fiemed by ‘2 majorily of 335, and they liave
paid 4 Visit to' M. Thiers, quictly resigning
their seats afterwyrds. It issaid Comtodo
Chambord, the c\x\h}'of_ii':hé’nﬁmclo‘, and e
Iast of the Bourbon Kings of France in the
divett line, will ho recognized by the Prince
do Joinville and the Dukoe d'Aumale as the




