COSTUMES AND CHARACTERISTICS OF SOUTI BRITTANY.

The province of Brittany is remarkable for it scenery, its
buildings, and its ustumes —all of a quaintucss special to

prcturesque the people must have been samc vears ago, when
these guant dicsses were wonmion throughect the ceuntry,
but, alas ! costume iv tast become

my modernized, and only o be
tlound in its andient integeity in
The
southis sull the stronghold of cos.
tume . Quimper and the neigh.
boting towns it is o be seer in

cortain parts of the provioee,

pertection == specially on atéte or
marhet day, when the wountty
people throng m trom far ana
near — and the great Place beside
the noble cathedial is a most in-
teresting and Iy scenes At
sch times anattist may, if he
nll Lis shetchbook
weth jictatesgae sabiects.,

The llustrations winch accome
pany this paper represeat some of
the costumes of this part of South
Buttany,as they now exaste They
are from sketches by Mr. Perey
Macquond s the oniginals sat and
stood to im for their portraits,
I'erhaps one o the most extraor-
dmaty gathetings of Breton cos-
tume and character iy to be seen
at the tait of St Nicodeéme (Mor-
Lo, jpandon or palgnimage,
wlich s Liddd once a year amid
the noble chestnut trees that sur-
tound the beautitul church, The
wroups of men, women, and clul.
fhen are unending in their variety.,
Most mteresting specimens of the
tarmer abound : he stalks about in
his wide-brimmed black hat, long
bait, dragons bras, embroidered
ket and  waisteoat, his broad
butf eather Lelt with quaint metal
daspa ¢ garers, and sabots stufied
with <traw : or he may be seen en-
gaged in selling his beasts, orin

leasy, soun
,
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themselves —and 1 can promise to any onc on sketching
thoughts intent, an abundant harvest ot work. Onc thing is
to be noted, however, that spite of the brilliant sun of Brit
tany, there is much sadness of color over people, buildings,
and iron:bound coast: there is not *he sparkle of Italy, or the
rich coloring of Spain. The inhabitants of the province are
as remarkable as their country —as wild and sombre as their
stone-covered heaths and storm-beaten shores. Bretons are
said to have five virtues andthree vices. The virtues are love
of their country, resignation under the will of God, loyalty,
perscverance, and hospitality.  The vices — avarice. contempt
of women, and drunkenness.

Therc is cnongh costume stilt worn in Brittany to show how

(Sketched trom hfe.)

setousiv cugosing hus ader in the
open air, under the trees or in
booths, the men and women sit-
ting diinking on opposite sides of lony tables, reminding one
of the interiors by Dutch masters

At the Pardon of St. Nicoddme a peculiar inc'dent called
“The descent of the Angel " takes place towards the end of
the day. The little figure of an angel descends on a rope
from the church tower and sets light to some fireworks, amid
the most intense excitement of the crowd.  The patron saints
of the chuiches in lower Brittany — in the popular belief —
sull work miracles for the faithful, and have the puwer tu pro-
cure pardon for sinners.  Great pardons gencrally last three
days.

The Pardon of St. Anne la Palue is very remarkableson
account of the local scenery where it takes place,



