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TIZE MISSION OF THE CHURCH.

We have pleasure in giving to our
readers in this issue the first of three n-
stalments »f Rev. J. M. Roy's paper,
read before the Union, upon the Mission
-of the Church: Whether all positions
may be accepted or nut, the paper is
worthy of far more than a passing glance.
Devout, thoughtful, practically sugges-
tive, and studiously prepared, every sen-
tence has its place, every thought its
further suggestion. May it have a imission
among us and its talented author a
blessing 1-—Eb.

‘The Church of God, in its widest
sense, consists of all who do not reject
Him, but who, so far as they know
Him, fear God and work righteousness.
Children, even infants, of whom little
more can be predicated than that they
do not reject Him, are * of the kingdom,”
and Carnelius was accepted before Peter
met him, The Church of Christ consists
of all who, consciously or unconsciously,
follow Jesus Christ.  “ Other sheep have
1." said He, “ that are not of this fold.”
There were persons beyond the realm of
His enrolled disciples, who caught dim
glimpses of the truth He taught, and
followed that truth so far as they knew
it, though they had not heard of Him.
These, too, were His sheep, spirits akin
to His own. [For the purposes of this
paper, I use the term Church to signify,
not-an-organiztirnbut-all-those pessons
who consciously and voluntarily follow
Jesus.

The very terms of the definition show
that the question to be treated is not the
mzssion of a church. or congregation, nor
that of the churches, or denomina-
tional groups of congregations, but the
mission of the whole body of Christian
believers, It thus becomes a quiestion
of Christian Solidarity, as distinct from
that of Christian Individualism.

The term Solidarity has come to us
from Irench jurisprudence, and signifies
the unity of different persons who are
bound by mutanal interests and responsi-
bilities. There is a singular eoincidence
between the first use of rthe cognate
French verb solfdariser and the circum.
stances which give importance to the
word in its application to Christian work
to-day. The first quotation given by
Littre in illustration of the meaning of
that verb is as follows : © All the notarics
in each district ‘should be consolidated
(solidariser), in order to rvender them
scrupulous in the admission of their col-
leagues.” “T'o-day, if anything gives weight
to the question of solidarity in Chrisuan
churches, it is the nced which Christian
workers feel of being scrupulously careful
in the admission to fellowskip of men
who may entail upon their companions
consequences that may seriously com-
promise them all. [The two (uestions of
Individualism, or the sphere  within
which private judgment may ex.rt its
influence, and Sol'darity are amongst the
mast vital of the questions now being

agitated.  Individuals have their func-
tions. Has society any? If so, what

are they? ‘These very questions show
that when we attempt to decide the
mission of the Church, we eater at once
upon questions of political cconomy ; for
the Church has its politics, as well as the
State.  Let any number of followers of
Christ exist, then there is a church, even
though no organization should bind
them togéther ; and each faithful follower
of the Redeemer retains his membership

in that church, in the sight of God, what-
ever comlinations his fellows may choose
to form for common objects, ur however
they may exclude him from such com-
binations. Combinations and organiza-
ligus, do- not constitute -the Church,
though the Church, if circumstances de- |
mand it, may form such orgamzations.
Is there any common obicct from which,
if any individual separates himself, he
thereby furfeits his discipleship, his mem-
bership in the Church of Christ? If so,
has society a right to see that he seek
that object, and if he do not, to excom-
municate him? Then, what is that ob-
ject, and what means may society take to
promote it?

Professor Jevons says: « It would be
a most important work.if it were possib.e,
to decide exactly what undertakings a |
government should take upon itself, and
what it should leave to the free action of
other people; but it is impossible to lay
down any precise rules upon this sub-
ject.”  These remarks are as applicable
to Church government as to secular poli-
tics. ‘There are functions which socicty
may or may not assume, as circumstances
determine ; but there are functions wiich
| Souicty mus? assume.  As  Professor
Jevo s pws it, the functions of govern-
ment are either necessary or optional,

In treating of the sphere of Solidaniy
in the Christian Church, of the functions
of Christian Society, of the Mission of
the Thurch, T ean do 1" e in this
pwer than confine myself to an outline
of general principles.

First, then, what is the object of Chris-
tian society . Why did Christ found a
church ? The answer to this is in the
o words, Righteousness and Truth,
The amelioration of the world’s manners
was the grand aim of the Saviour. Of
course, it will be understood that 1 do
not use the term “manners” in the
narrow sense given to it in works on
Stiquette, but rather to represent all our
methods of thought, feeling, will and
action. Christ came to establish a type |
of character, and to promote the devel. !
opment of that character in the earth. |
That type of charactér, thatr righteous-
_ness, was not limited by the peculiarities |
cof national patriotism or philosophic
sects. It was neither local nor tempor-
ary. It was human. But it was more: |
it was divine.  He who analyzes all the |
characters of Jew and Gentle, and sc-
parates the accidental from the umver.
¢sal, will nnd that, even when he has
portrayed the universal characteristics of
humanity, he and all men must contess
that * to crr is human.”  Evil is not the
necessary concomitant of human nature;
for one perfect man has shown the oppo.
site ; but it is universal apart from that
onc; and though a perfect standard of
right may be faund in an ideal humanity,it
has never been found in actual human-
ity, except in the one case in which that
ideal humanity was realized, the one
case in which the human and the divine
were  perfectly united, Christ Himsell,
Christ, therefore, did not contine His
cfforts to the endeavour to establish a
standard of righteousness which could
be clicited by climinating from human
conduct all but what is common to the
race.  His standard was the divine, the
principles that are carried out by God
in the government of the universe. It
was a rightcousness that did not cunfine
itself to outward performances, but had
its seat in the inner character, the intel-

lect, the affections, the will Tt was a

righteousness that found its best expo-

nent, not so much 11 the words the
Saviour spoke as 1n the gen mal current of
His life, the spint thay brea hed through
all He was and did, the wdeal of which
-‘He was-the fleshly-cmbodimeut.

To realize and promote that ideal
goodness 1 the world 1s the Church's
work on earth : this ts what is meant hy
the salvation Christ came to bring, and
for which the Church has been ¢ lled
nto existence.

But the universal spread of an ideal
depends upon two things, the truth of
the ideal, and the world’s belief of that
truth, Hence our Lord p aced as muc»
emphasis on Truth as He did upon
Rightcousness. T'he motto of one of
our Canadian Colleucs 15 Studra abeunt
in Mores. ‘This may be freely rendered,

-Morals are the outgrowth of Convic-
tions. The hope of the world’s salva
uon depends upon the world’s aceeptance
of the truth.  What is the central germ
truth on which the prevalence of Christ’s
standard of righteousness must e
founded ?  Simply th t His standard
of character is the divine. In Hum the
divine ideal was reabzed. When you
have gathered together, from a-sympa-
thetic study of His Yieall the motives and
priaciples that actvated Him, you per-
ceive that, in that frail body. as'n a tent,
there dwelt all the fulness of God's -
vineness of character : xd@» ro x\jpona
rijs Dzoryros—all-the fulness of the Gud-
head.

When we attempt to account for the
phenomenon of this identits of the char
acters of Christ and of Guxl, we enter he
realm of speculative theology. Al that
may be involved in oar de isions on this
speculative point depends upon the as.
sumptions, or faith, with which we start.
Begin from the stand woint of bare hu-
manity with the Soc'mians ; and I vecno
outcome but Rationalism in the sense of
a denial or ignoring of the supernatural,
Begin from the pre-existent, the cternal
the divine, revealing itsell in humanity
and through it ; and the result must be
all that is truly evangelica.  Yet, however
interesting this subject and many other
subjects may be, and however legiimate,
and for some purposes, necessary, may
be the study of themn, the mnperanve
mission of the Church s not the proj-
gation of this or that phase of speculi-
tive effort to explam couses of tie facts
of our Saviour's life, or this or that his-
torical, scientsfic, or criical result of in-
vestigation.  “T'ne Church's work 15 10
satisfy the world that there is oac d vine,
authoritative s'andard of right. revealed
tous in Jesus Chnst.—a wrath which,
when expanded trom ths, is buest sa-
entific statement ot 1 «t. by the poeuc
power of Clwistian fechng and imagina-
tion, became the germy trom which has
sprung all that 1s good. and much that is
bad, in our modern thesiogy. —and, by
all appropriate methods, to raise men to
conformity to that dwvin type of good.
ness.  Other subjects #rze he attended
to: this musf, 1t s the onlv one ab-
solutely essential to human goo lness
and is, therefore, imaerauve.  VThys is
the object of the Chrstan Coure
To accomplish this is tosa ¢ the
of men.

(CoMMUNILATER)
A CALL TO aRAMS.

The report of the Staristieal Seerotary,
read before the Uni o wa. nez an
encouraging one.  Owing o the apaghy

e

displayed by many churches in rendering
returns, great difficulty was experienced
in getting accurate statistics. It would
appear, however, that 1o some slight
extent Congregationalism in Canada. has
pathed ground. but when the immense.
increase of our population is cunsidered,
nothing like the progress has taken place
it might tave been reasonable to expect.
How isthis?  Whence comes this lack
of aggressiveness?  Are we degenerate
sons of those ancestors who suffered,bled,
and cven died for conscience’ sake?
Truly, it is time we were up and doing,
unless we are content to say of Canadian
Congregationalism, Ichabod, our glory is
departed ¢

[t cannot be justly advanced, that asa
body we have deteriorated as far as the
purity of our doctrine, or the excellency
of our pobty ts cancerned,

But we most certainly are failing to
to take that place in the great Christian
warfare around us, to which we are
entitled by reason of our record in the
past.  Time was, @ were the leaders of
every forlorn hope, #oio we scem willing
to form the rear guard.  We want more
¢ esprit de corps,” especially on the past
of our rank and file. Sectarianism,pure
and simple, is to be deplored, but when
we remember that we are one of the
regiments of Christ’s army, fighting the
good fight of taith in Christ’s cause, sure-
ly we can never rest content until, as in
dass of yore, we stand-second' to none.

It is time we threw apathy and indo-
lence to the winds. It is time we once
more stood shoulder to shoulder. It is
ume our colours were again unfurl-d.
Our comrad: s, the Wesleyans, the Bap-
tists, the Presbyterians,the Episcop -hans,
all honour to them, are enhsting soldiers
of the cross in every direction. Qur past
history is as glorious a one in cvery
re prect as theirs, our captains are as well
trained, our opportunities are equal, our
place by right is in the van.  Are we
willing to rclesate that honoured position
to others?  Emphatcally, God forbd.

H.

—— -

Wonan's Mission A Sociiry.—TIn °
connectinn withSt. George's Episcopal
Chuarch in this city is a society whose
objects are:t—1st, to awaken among
the women of the Church a deeper,
more primanent, and more general
interest in the work of missions, both
andian and foreign; 2, to show mMis-
sionaies in the field that they have
thase who work, pray, and sympath ze
with them, and who testify this sympa.
vtn by prictical aid ; 3, to collect and
forward fun 1s for missionary purpos. s ;
4. 10 diffuse information concarriag
tne missionary worl: of the Churca.
The Shciety zave $200 to the Algon:
missian, and had also aided strugging
prrishes by pecuniary grants towards
haebiing churches and by contribut:as
of clothes  church furniture, surplices,
altar #nens, books, groceries, and ani’-
cles or Christmas trees and the liks, 1o
noor missHnsin thediocesesof Toro 1o,
Huron, Noawarg, and Algoma, amouat-

h Pines in vidue to the sum of $7359. 96.
soils g

adi-s. who all give their tine

1 and ather work iree, have opened work-

-~ wmsin t ¢ Mechanic’s Institute buthl-

ing, voerein addition to making aru-

-fre ach purposes, they recove

W~ o ur ladhesany ncedle and fancy

wo Lt ¢ wishto dispose of for their
- omary advantage.




