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and of this ha was seif-conscious. elt arn the resurrection,", I arn the
door," IlI arn the way, the trutli and the life;" IlI arn the truc vine, and
xny father is the huebandrnan ;" "I arn the vine, ye are the branches," and
di1, when I amn )ift--d up, will draw ail mon unto me ;" "lCorne unto me al
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 will give you rest;" "1Ye will flot
corne unto me that ye might have 111e." Ail salvation, therefore, you wil
perceive, lies in the Saviour, and must corne from him; ail Ciîristianity in
its redeerniag, and in its sanctifying power, is in Christ, and can be feit only
as hie is acicepted and embraced. Honce the apostolie Christian ministry ever
presented Hini as the surn and substance of preaching. Philip weut down
to Sarnaria and Ilproached Christ unto thern ;" and on his return, finding the
éunuch reading the Scriptures, hie Ilpreached unto hlm Jesus." The apos-
tic of the Gentiles stands out preerninent for his constant presentation of bis
Lord and Master to ail with whom hie carne in contact. Reprosentative words
we find in his lat Epistie to the Corinthians: -. 9And I, brethren, when I
carne unto you, came not with ezcellency of speech or of wisdom, declaringr
unto you the testirnony of God. For 1 determined not to, know anything
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified."

Now, if the Christian minister is in any way to succoed his divine Lord,
if his ministry is in any degree to mirror the spirit and mission of the
Master, he must enter with queuchless ardour into the sublime purposo which
controlled; and be animatod by the exalted motives which. constrained the
Lord Jesus, ho must, by a baptisra of fire, bo made wiiling to toil, to endure,
if neod Uc to die, by the saine soif-sacrificing love which made Jesus what lie
was, and urged him to do what hie achieved.

The moral grandeur of the ultiniate issues of your contemplated work, rny
dear brethron, eau now be only dindy apprehended and partially realised.-
WVho can imagine wbat ie involved in the saivation of a single soul ? To
understand its full import, we would need to look on the misory of fiell, and
witness the blise and ecstacy of iloavon. But what shall we say of being,
co-workers with God, co-labourers with Christ, in that vast enterprise peer-
less lu moment, and unrivallod lu glory, by which a multitude, countiese by
human arithmetie, shahl ut the last awful day of reckoning stand before God,
pardoned, purified, aid transfigured 1

Frequently in your future work you wilI fiad it bard to realise your connec-
tion with thîs grand super-hurnan economy. Nig(,hts wiil corne, when you
will have to toil amidst weakness and discouragement, when no star ean be
seen above you, and nothing heard but the ocean's distant boom, or the
nearer moan of approaching ternpest. Thon lot faith look back on the dayýs
of the Son of man; on his trials and tomptations; on bis works and weari-
ness; on his shame and sorrow; and thon look upwards to his triuniphs, his
recompenso, and his glory.

As intimated in these rernarks, I bave only thrown out a fow thoughts on
the Christian uhinistry, without any atternpt at systernatie presontation ; and
now without any intention of giving a full or logical development of the sub-
jeet, permit me-to give you,

Il. A few hints as to how a man rnay be euabled to enter on this great
work. [n giving, these 1 will confine niyself mainly to those qualifications
which ouglit by every theological student to ho sought for, even during the
period of prep.aratory study, and even thus, your tinie limits me to two trains
of thought.
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