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Supcrior, %vith lcss romance, callcd clie Piciades Aradodisson or the sweat-
ing stones, rcferrîng- ta the hot stoncs arranged ini a group in their vapour
baths.

Only six Pleiades are usually scen, though as many as sixtccn have
bccn made out by kecen observcrs witlîout artificial aid (Mlr. A. Al.
Clarke's article on Tlie Peiadcs, in Natre, April 15, 1 S86, Vol. 33, P.
561.) H-ip)parchus mentions the possibility of discovering a scventh
mniber of the group, Ovid too, *1Quae septcm dici, sux tamen esse
soient.",

The story of the " Lost Piciad " is inimeasurably antique and cosmo-
politan as a myth or a tradition. The lPiciades arc included in the
g1£reat constellation of the Bull.

They arc tiithi us a winter constellation. Their position is best found
by lollowing wvitIx te eye the Une made by the beit of Orion rorthn-ard
past Aldebaran and the H-yades.

Alcyoné is of the third magnitude, but wvas not 1750 years ago the
lucicla of the collection. The leading place wvas first assigned ta Alcyoné
by Tycho Bralle iii the sixteenth century. Galiteo detected nearly fifty
stars in tic Pliides. M. C. Wolf, inii S75, at Paris, made a chart which
included stars to the fourtcenthi magnitude ta the nuuber of six hundred
and tventy-five, contained in a rectangle 135'x9go,' in which Alcyoné
occupies a nearly central position. fly the phatographic abject glass,
stars of the Pleiades daiu to the seventeenth magnitude have been
deciphered, and more than ane thousand four hundred have been placed
on the photographic retina.

The Pîciades arc immensely far off None of themn has any sensible
parallax, ziar aie wc informed of their intrinsic lustre, mutual distance or
gravitating mass. Rlecent investigations of the structure of the Plciades
g7roup shewi a surprising miniature sidecal systeni, the richness and variety
of which bewildler theorctical conceptions, and recail as anomalous the
accumulated wondcrs of the Magellanic clouds. Graups arc collected
ivithin the main groups, systenis revolve apart, the subordination of which
ta the lawvs of a grcncral fedcrative union, lcavcs thecir internai liberty of
movement uislhackled.

The furthest of the suns forming the group are scven*y one times as
distant frani us as tram the centre of thecir own systeni; consequcntly
Alcyoné blazes upon then %viti fivc thousand times the brilliancy of
Sirius. " It would scem," says 7Mr. Clark, "a star ra thcr than a1 sun."

A learncd Canadian, of erinfent nanie and Eincage, Mr. R. G. Halibur-

[VOL IIL


