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ngthis Important inatter thaù the ineonmiston%
dtes of seme who assume the Christian ame.
When worldly mn seo thatnfot a few nt thoe
who niake higli profession of religion,
and talk perhapî very' fluently and
platisibiy of their Christian experience,
differ e0 littie in perional eharacter
from themnseives,-,vhen they find these
bigh-sounding professors of Chri.,tianity
juéit as self-seeking in their aims, as amn-
bitious and cevetous in their disposition,
as narrow-minded and tincharitable in
their sentiments, as fretful and peevish
in their temperst or as frivolous in their
pleasures and gratifications as others
wlio make no serions urofession nt al;
-they are led te think that men in their
natural state cannot surely be s0 very
far frora the kingdcrn of' God as the
Scriptures represent ;-they are apt to
set down ail that the Bible teaches re-
garding a Ilnew creation," or a Ilresur-
rection from death in sin," to the account
of poetical licence or oriental figure, or,
it may be, of fanatical, exaggreraticn and
extravagance ; or at ail events, they are
tempted to, conclude that the application
of such strong statements must be con-
fined to the case cf aien who, like the
primitive converts, have been recently
turned from, the abominations of heathen-
ism, and that a very great deduction
must bie ma~de from thern when applied
te such as ha-ie been born and educated
in .a Christian~ ]and.

S'ich jgth ot urinatural itiferemce of'
worldly men when witnessing the incon-
sistencies and grievous shortcomings of
many nominal Cliristianzs. But let them
once be brought into close contact with
those who, are Christians in sincerity
and trut,-iet thema but peruse the
characters cf those iwho xnay truly be
erititled Episties of Jesus Christ,-and
then, how different is the impression that
is made upon them! They now see
that there is a reality and a power in
the work cf Divine grace whicli they
neyer before imagined. They now se

that there is a mighty and most essential
difference between the children cf liaOh.
and the chuldren of this world, of which
they lad fiornierly ne adequate conce.>
tion. To be a Christian,-when Lhey
look at these faiý thougli stili imperfeet
patterns of what a Christian ou ght te lie,
is net now in their eyes se simple a
matter as thcy once thouglit it. It is
flot thc mere assumption cf a name,
howcver honourable, or the mere assent
te a creed, howevcr sound, or the mere
observance cf a round cf '..rms, however
solemn, or the inere utterance cf certain
conventiotitional phrases, howvever ex-
pressive. They now sec, that te, be a
Christian la nothing less tisas to be a
man reaewed afler the image cf Chi ist,
-to have tIse likesess cf Christ lim-
printed on the seul, and the tife of Christ
manifested ini the mertal. body,-to bie
of the same mind that was in Christ
Jesus-thinking a% lie thouglt-lovingr
as H1e loved-geoing about, as Hie did,
doing gcod,-iearning, cf Hlir te le
meck and lowly in heart,-taking up His
cross, denyilig1 self, and following Himi.
They now find that the character cf a
truc Christian, with ahl tise iniperfec-
tiens tisat cleave te it in this life, is oe
with which they theinsel ves have no
real sympatlsy or fellowship; and hence,
that tlsey must le mucli more incapable,
until some very graat change lias been
wrou;ght in tlicm, of holding fellowsbip

And thus a-e the wcrds of Christ
brought home te them, and far more
powerfully impressed upon their hearts
than they ceuld bie by the most fercible
verbal demonstratioris, IlVerily, verily,
I say unte yen,"I Except a man be bora
again, lie cannot sec the kingdcm, cf
God."

The Presbyterian body cf Charlotte-
town are collectingsubscripticn for a new
kirk on thc site cf the old oue on Pownal
street. $14,000 have been raised


