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DEAR BROTuHE,-TIO most sacrcd office to which man eau aspire is that
of the holy ministry-the highest dignity that can bo conf'erred on maxi is
te bie an ambassador for Chrmisti What a dignity surrounds the person of'

apîenipotentiary of an earthly sovereig How solicitous hoe is thiat noth-
ing unworthy of, or derogatory te, his high position, may be doue. Shall
the envoy of the King ef -kng be esteemed less worthy of honor than hie?
Shall lie be less jealous of the heanage and reverence due to, his Lord and
master? 1 trow not. Such a sacred office is that you have been called to
fill--such a high an d holy trust has been conimitted te your care. The Great
King and Head of the Church bas this day invested you with the spiritual
oversight- of this large and important congregatioa. The position you flow
occupy is ene of uo ordinary kiud. Your predecessor, Dr. Henderson, laboured
faithfuiiy among this people for the long period of twenty-five years. The
sweet fragrance of 'bis naine lives in many a heart, and the rememnbrauce
of bis kind and goutie words wiil flot soon be forgotten. With a mind
rielily furnished with the brightest geis ef truth, and the hifrhoet refineinent
of classie lore, Dr. Henderson breughit te, bear, on ail his instructions, illus-
trations apt, pointed and beautiful. This, in no comnio degree, you can
imitate. New it is you will begin te appreciate and r-ealize the value of
these long years of exhausting tDstudy ever the iniduiglit laznp. which yeu
bave spent preparing for the present heur. Take, then, frin your treasury,
things new aud oid, and build up the people iii their most holy fait>. Broad-
cast s0w the seed o? the word of life, water it with your prayers, then leave
re8uits with God.

The influence of the pulpit is not on the wane, as soine prophets of evil
seek te wail out in lugubrious strains. The pulpit hias power, and, wlien
wieldcd faithfully, it is ill-powerfual. The power ef the pulpit ia the power
of truth, and it sixall prevail. The influence of the pulpit may be on theo
decrease in soe particular localities, but then the causes generally
are net iii to seek. Is it not, true tbat tee, oflen a religion is preachied
frein the pulpit such as is impossible for people te, lve out? How ofren
de we hear people solemnly eujoined to do certain tbings, and in the saine
breath toid that they cannot de theru without soe supernatural power
being granted te thern, and the possession of this power, it is hinted, is diffi-
cuit te obtain. New the age in which we live is, strictly speaking. a prac-
tical age, as well in mechanics as in anorais and in religion; aud when an
impractical morality is preached, it is respectfully passed by as havingin it
nething congenial te the tastes and wants of marn. Are net creedsand
formularies tee, often pushed te the feregreund, while the simplicity of the
Gospel of Christ is made occupy a lower place ? Are net the opinions and
sayings ef those ef oid turne but tee often clothed with soniething like inspi-
ration, and Ilheaven's easy, articas, unencumbered plan," thereby clogg-ed
and fettered ? Be it yours, thon, te preaeh the religion of the Bible, se, that
the rinciple of Divine truth ineuicated by the Author and Finisher ef our
Faits, may bo lived eut in the every day life of inan. Thereoeughtte bie
ne divorce between moraiîy and religion. A man must bc a relîgieus
mran, or Lis niorlity is a shain and pretence. Mie religieus mari, as a matter
ef course, is a moral man. This truth is simply and beautifixlly expre&q"ri by
the .Apeetle, IlWhatsoever ye do in word or in deed, do ail in the naa.. of
the Lord Joins." The life of man is briefly cemprehiended. in the ternis,
"lword and deed." There is ne occasion why a mari shouid leave ail his
religion in the pew on Sunday, and carry none of it with him te the count-


