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taary this on tiair Cliri.stianl professiona ! If ofice-holdlers, %%ho lbnd pecuxxiary dlaims o1n
tlý'ev ire trieal upon it iii the grea-it day, tbcV the building, iax.sisting uipon the )avinent of'
iiilf hear the astouinding- %vords4, Il 1xîaitauiciî their ixtere9t. ii the fir.st place, littl e earixxgl
us ye did it not to one of the lcast of tîxese, ye 1mw the poor clergyman was to xnanaai with-
di<l it inot tu me-depart froin mie !" out bis§ salary, which hi aecessities had

It is a1 maxiam of anfidels, that moxîey spent 1frced 1dmi to anticipate. 'I'its naiglit ail be
on1 religionî is monev tlarowxa away, and it im ieqad, but wati it christiait ? Ani we have
astoiiishing lmow xnamav illustrationsý of the spi- known, too, the pew-rent collector put off
rit of the anaximn m.av e found within the pale fromn time to time under varionis pleas, and
of the Churcli. If i)leasuire or pecumiary thexi at length p aid in depreciated baik bills,
profit inakes an appeai, every mneams i s put in Ithus saddling he chiurcli witii the expexase of
reqîmisition to respond to it; but if reliion is discount! Tihis surely was xxeither hiozest
the solicitor, so fuxr fromn heing welcomied witm mor christian.
Smlile4, it is reg'arded as a commn bcggar, to We makie sucli statements with pain and
be treated wvit1 h supercilîous liauglmtiness, or witli shame. Thev are a sad commentnry on
at hest tu be amswered lIv giving gruigingly. the douhtful character of the piety of the

Now, it inay, lie thouight that econduct su Chur-cb. Wh'eni personîs prlsn to be the
crimixiial as thi.s calmant be eharged wvith con- children of God (Io Sumel thixxgS, and at the
grL'gatioms iii tbe chies. We should lie glad saine time are zealous for religiron as far as
if it were so, but it is not. The saine igg-arai- mere words go, tbev --ive oécasion to such
liiess axmd waxmt of conscientiousnes aire to be sarcmsm as a shirewc maxi once uttered in de-
foummdf everywlxere. 'Tle pewv-renit systcmn is scrihixxg the church to wbich lie belonged,
as hiable to abuse as the country subseription when lie said it consisted of two classes-the
one. Altlmotgh a minister's salarv depends p<'.y"Q/. class and the ;nwIiu.q class.
on the reý ename of the cliurch thuts derived, Thei irreligious often hmave a clearer view of
p)ew.rieiits are often the verv last delits whichi the adv'antages of a Christian imuiistry than
are paid; and taey- are often îîaid withi muni- maxîy w-io îrofess to be Christiamis. 0f the
lest reluctance, as*if it were an actual loss of spiritual benefits of it, they, of course, can
a0 imaxel money ! Otlxer fornms of xneanness form no adequate conception ; .but of its mor-
are not unknowný. Persons of substance will alizi ng axmd humanizing influence they caxa, in
refuse to take more tham one-laalf or oxme-third a mc. ture, £ormi a judgment. On a certain
of a pew when tbe accommodation of their occasion a mian wholl'y devoicl of religions
famnilies require a whole one, ami %%:len thcy character, and even sceptical in his opinions,
arc able to take severai pcws, amuI should do i favorcd the project of building a church. in
it if tbe wants of tbe churcli require it;- or lais neighbourhood, and made a grant of a
they wili, ta) sa-e a littie xnonev, take the suitahale site for tbe structure. Ilis argument
cheaàpest, and of course the least eligible, pev was, the presexace of a mînister %vill ixiprove
they caxu flnd. xIn other caseswe have known the moral character of tbe peaople, give the
persons of wealth, who coulaI afflord to spend neighhorhood a better reptation, and thus
several montbs ixi travelling with their finîi- enhance the value o'f property ! lie reasoned
lies, or in enijoving a- couantry retreat, as a correctly; and shoul<l not *Christians, with
prchimxnary give txp) tlheir pews for tbe time, Egreater 'ligbIt, argue that the comfortable
tbat they iiaiglit tlaaas filch from the cause of 'lmaintenance of a xiinster amnong them would
Christ, ai few dollars tu spend on their lusts. greatly conduce to their own spirituial edifica-
Others, wliere tlîey xnay, from circuinstances, tion and tbe salvation of their families?
hmave t'li ol)iortunitv, yU-lI snb-let portions of W e were once asked liv a gentleman what
ûieir so" £oa ýuýx con-parâtINeIvre .we thouglit of the piety of professixxg Cliris-
free theinsL'lies: axd it is xxot uxfrequent, 1 tiaxîs who cotîla act with sameli xiggardfliness,
that imersoxas callimag tlmensel%-es Christiaxîs axia wve wcme coastrained to axaswer, that, we
will attendl front church to chuaircli withoîat a bîad xio opixnioxn of it at alI, for we dcem it an
defiite association, that tbev xn.av hxave no- ixtecr ianpogsiiuility that axxy oxne wbose heart
ikiiiii to p.ay. Soanetixues the reýeaîue of a Gaul bas tonehîed can show sîmelinuter ixîdif-
elmurcli absolatcly reqiaires a risc of remît, fememace to the support of the crdinances of
wlmiclx, althoaglm *sal ixi eci case, wvill lie Christiaxxity. Rather tixan associate tîme sa-
comsiaerable ixi the aggiegnte; amîd yet who, cred namie and love of Christ with sucl i ean-
aiues not kaîow, timat tîme propxositioni is gemme- i mess, we wonld prefer to helieve that the
rally provocativ e of a storni, somne grivixag up niamber of Christians is anucli less thaxi the
tiîeir pews, or substittimg liaîf pews or clîeap rolîs of the Chaxrch indicate.
pews imi a corner of the Ionse, to evade tue jWhilc the cases tu which we have advert-
additioxnal tax ? And it is truc that these ed, mot without a deep sense of hiaine, are so,
are tîme expediemîts; of lersoxîs abunaxtly able coinain as to ibe detected under some formi
to pav, and xîot of tue poorer classes %who are i most of our eitv chumche@, -%e should 'lie
oftexi willing te demîy themselvcs for the plea- very sorry to make thean the gronnd of a
sure of supporting the gospel. 4.sepag CragitaI.Mnodnlt

W1e have knowaî even more repîmîsive cases maetheir church dues sacredl delits, always
tmaxî these. W1e have known, ixi a clmurch ito lie discharecaI wvitlî îunctnality, and even
struim- undrr embarr'assuemt, iLs wealtlhy at a sacrifice of personal eomforts, if neceasa-


