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tme stniking examples of the remi changes which
a coast lit may undergo. Hon. Joseph Howe à
nuniber of years ago reported t by actual
measurenient Il miles of the West end of the islan
W ad isappeared in 30 years. The conunodious,

haubour on Sable island which was formerly a
f avorite have. of safety for fishing vesels wau
closed by a gale in 1836 shuttag in two Aineuican
vessels whose sdi. are now buried in the sand.

On parts of the south coast of England the work
of the se& as Iargey constructive. Some of the towns
on the coast which were located on the taï shore in
the days of the early Eau"is kingi, are now ont or
more miles itland. Duuing storrm f.ru the south-
west the waves and currents, drive enormous quanti-
ts of shingle and pravel onbo thi coast, often

making it dificult or impossible to keep tht barbors
open. At the Port of Dover it was long the custom
for the Mayor to summon with an druan, by day or
night, Al the householdtrs in the city to the harbour
to shovel shingle whenever it was end&ngertd by tht
infux of shingle drift.

Facts like ths had heen observed long before
the developtient of modern science. Some of the
more reflective minds of the Middle ages were
deeply impressed by thtm. Mohammed Kaswni
an Arab wiittr of the 13th century had at that early
pesiod felt the ugitil of the mighty past of geologicai
bine. Ha. impressions were put mbt allegoricai
for.,. Taiey are given in tht following narrative o!
Kidhz, an ailegoricai personage: ** passed one day
by a very ancient and wonderfully populous city
and asked orne o! its inhiabitants how long it had
been founded. It is imdeed a mighty city. replied
hte. we know tnt how long it bas exWsed, and our

ancestors, were on ti subjtct as, ignorant as our-
selves. Five centuries afte. yards as 1 passed by the
sarne place 1 couid tnt perceive the slightest vestie
o! the city. 1 demanded of a pensant who was
gathering htb. upon its former site, how long it Lad
been destroyed. lu soodi a strange question, replied
ht. the ground bere Las neyer been difeèrent f rom
what you now behold it. Wus there tnt of old,
said 1. a splendid city hitre? Neyer. he answtred,
so far as we have se and neyer did our fathers
speak tous of any such. On my retum thtre fve
hundred years a!terwards I found the se& in the
saine place anm on uts shorts were a party of fisher-
meP of whom I inquired how long the land had been
covered by the waters. I. thi a question said thty
for a man like you? This spo Las aiways been
what àis s now. I again retumned five hundred years
afterward and the sea Lad disapparedL I inquired
of a man who stood alont opon the spot how long
ago thi change Lad taken place; and hte gave me
the saint answer as I Lad received before. Lastly,
on corning agtain, aftcr an equa lapse of turne, I
found thtre a flourishing city more populous and
more rich in beautiful buildings than the city I Lad
smen the first time; and whtn I would faim have
iaformed myself concerning its oriine the inh&iitants
answered me. Itb rise is lost in reanote antaqwity; we
are i&norant how long it Las existed, and our fathers
were on duis subject as ignorant as; ourselves."

Thii alltgory o! the old Arab wnter was doubt-
less inqxired by finding sointwhere fo ssiea shtlls
representing, like those of the Rideau sand pits. a
long vanished sea. In this ancient story we can
discern a glimmer of the dawn of the science of
histonicai geology.
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Fig 2.-Iwi- Vnami tain glaanm.rge'nçc,. Tt,,, mîI;ltlq,, I»Ortin of the nma
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