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This note had its origin in a chance question put at one ofl M'r. R.
Bl. Whiyte's admirable afternoon. lectures on botany. The discussion
wvhicli followed sliowed that memibers of tlfe Ottawa Field-Naturalists'

etbwere divided in opinion iii regaird, to the parasitism- of .3fonotropoe

,anfl-ra, or Indiail pipe, soie holding the plant to be a parasite, others
,xlisposed to believe tliat it was not. Now, whiat is a parasite?
lIt is desirable to know precisedy whiat, is meant by this terni, because
-one persoili-may mean one thing by .t, another person may understani
a différent thing. To settie the uisage a number of authors were
,exaniiined. They niean #)y a parasite a plant which. lias an organic
,connection with another living plant, aind tlius derives nourishiment froni
the latter. Parasites differ in the extent to wbich they draw suistenance
from the plant t,ý which they are attachied. The relation nlay ha
illustrated by what, is commonly known to be the relation L-ctween
eninmals and tlieir animal parasites. The parasi tic plant bears the same
a7elation to another plant that a louse or a tapewormi hears to, the
zanimal which supports it. A plant par«sitic on another niay ho said.
to steal a part or the whiole of its living, its food, frors the plant to
'whieli it is attachied.

To answer the question at the head of this note, the following plan
ean be adopted:

We can consuit standard books. This bas been done. The
zautlîors do not agree. Macoun, Spotton, Wood, Gray, Goodale, and
Balfour eithier positively assert that 3fonotrop& ilnjira is a parasite,
*or their languago wvould, lead a reader to, believe it to ho parasitie.
<Jîay is self contradictory. Saclis speaks of inonotropa as a saprophyte,
and therefore not parasitc. By saprophytes lie nieans plants which
inake usein ilieir growvth, andà development of the rnaterials of other
Ilanits;dead ones, whiicli are already iii a state of decomposition. The

position of Murray is tlîis: "INo case lbas yet, beén satisfactoiily made
,out for the parî%sitismi of this group (ioniotropa)."


