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THE EGGS 0F THE FRESH-WATER LING.

By Pro<.sur F. E. Pautca anM Aîrna Hu.a"r, Marine and Fisheres
Demt.s, Ottawa.

The. discovery of the. egg ot tii. burbot or fresh-water Iing
(Lots oacukisa, LeSueur> depositedl by the. parent isii, exu.
bited in the tanks of tiie Ottawa Fisheries Museurn, is a mnatter of
unusua scientific interest.' While tii. burbot is not a valuable
or esteemed species, it is, in many ways, an interesting isii to the
naturaliat. It is known in différent parts of Canada by no less han
fifteen digèrent narn.s,1 mont of them uncornplirnentary ; indeed,
as tiie late Frank Bucklaud sd, rny years ago, of the. Britisii
burbot or burbolt, 41tiey are sucii a stupid and ugly isii that 1
cannot advise trouble to b. taken witii their dissemtisation ....
tiiey are so destructive to tii. eggs of ai otiier isi.... tbey eat
an enormous quaotity of fry, and îiiey swim after the mnner of
eels#0 Tii. saine autiior stated liat they are a uiocturual isii,
spawn in tiie deepest holes in "aes, 48o t0 54o feet deep, and
alter baving been froze. stiff wiII revive. Belongimg, aà the bur-
bot does, to tiie family Gadide, wbicii includes tiie cod, iiaddock,
iiake, wiiing, and oher valuabte food lsii.., il migit b.
imagined tbat it is excellent as a table isii. 0f its edible
qualities tii. mont oppotsite opinions are iield. On morne lakes of
the Northivt it ib iiigbly regarded ; but in otiier localities, in-
deed geomly. it is mot regarded witii favor, and bas been even
prooounc.d poisonous. la tus counection, tiie following extract
froin a special report, puWbeld in tii. Blue Book of tihe Marine
and Fisrudio Depatnt, 100, bas au interest and may be ap-
propniat.ly quoted ber. (eèd. report mentionsd pp. lv-1vi).

*Mue uq were colhcwd by Ur. Audrew Ilafliu for atuy in a meuh
Iivicg condifom, while .1k. were prouorv.d by hi. in formagem.


