
THE MEEKNESS 0F THE HEART OF' JFSUS 4 4 3

own good tinie will deliv-er vou, and truth wvill inanifest
itself.

Lt is, tiierefore, well establishied accordiing to reasoni andi
fax th, that iieekness shoul -iccomipaiiy uLs ev.ery-ivlere, andl
elied its iiioderatiing inifluenice over our relations w'ith Godl,
our neighibor, and ourselves. We miust iiot consider that
this is an easy virtue Io acqiire ;there are few wvlaich. entail
gyreater combats, or require greater seif-renuniiciationi. Lt
finids, in fact, an inexorable atitagoist in egotisin, self-love
and pride, xvhich formi the basis of our nature. Lt was flot
w'ithout liard efforts that St. Francis de Sales acquired the
meekiiess for whicli lie was noted.

\Ve iiust forin our hiearts -u that of our I)ivinie Model.
LeLt us draw near to Hinii, the Eterîîal Sweetniess of angels
and cf men, and He wvill tead:i us lîow to acquire the true
spirit of iieekn-iess. By the practice of tlîis virtue, we shall
becomie lenient anid forbeariug towards our nieighibor, after
the example of Mn who was the mneekest o& the children u
of mîen. What beautiful lessons He teaches its, iu greeting-
with so iic kindlness, judas, the traitor and perjurer,
with these words: Friend, -thlereto art thon corne ?

XVhen correcting- the ambition of the a-postles, He proposes
to thein, tlic simple and guîleless humiility of a child? XVe,
who are so often giiilty iu ont coniduct towards ont fellow-
Iinigs, have no cause to, complain Mien we are treated ivith
rigor. He who lias, been forgiven much, should he mnost
fGLrbeariini. with the faults of his iieigbr

This hioly virtue wvill also teach us patience. No huni
heing in this land of exile i.s exempt fromî the comnion lot
of meeting with obstacles on the journcy of life, and of fre-
quiently seeing hiis will opposed by moral and physical
impossibilities. Wlîat niust t1xen be done ? Must we retire
ivithin ourselves, like ai volcaiio. whichi concentrates its
fires,'aiid secretly consumes itself, or beconie like an aulgrv
serp)ent which destroys itself ? No :despa-ir is the crime of
the coward. The aittitude of the Chiristian lu i the midst of


