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EIGHT YEARS IN CANATA, &

EMBRACING A REVIEW OF THE SEVERAL ADMINISTRAT( (3 OF
LORDS DURNAN AND SYDENHAM, SIR CHABLES BAGOT, AXD
LORD METCALFE §

Any Dedieated to the Flemorles of
THE FIRST AND ZLAST OF THESE DISTINGUISIHED DEAD.
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FA diffienlry of srranremeat haviog oceuncd wow the naly two Loudon pabfishers to
whon the following pages have beun anlmitind, the Author has derrdod oo res erstug tho
usual practice, and publishinz tn Cansds firit thas affindiny that means of direc? cam.
muniretion with cther mictropolition publishiers, whieh his Abcence from London rendersa
matterof muel {nconveaicnee. It will bo borus 0 intad, therefure, by e Canadign
roader, thatwhat 1s now offcred to his perussl, was intended foran En;hnfn public.)
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(CHAPTER vI, CONTINUED,)

Nor was this owing to an undue seventy in the discipline, or to
any particular dislike of their commanding officers. On the contra-

,in the case of the 43rd, where the desertions wete so numerous,
2o cobmelwes beloveYby s zuen, and-yetihe strange and scem-
ingly irresistible infatnation continued, asthough some unseen power
urged them to the commission of an act which, as wil! be scen pre-
sently, brands them with infamy even amono the most unprincipled
of those with whom'’they seck refuge. Neither in the 14th was
there any of that severity of duty or martinetism whish frequently
prompts men to attempt an amelioration of their conyition, But 1
now arrive at the important part of the subject.

One might Ye induced, from the frequency of occurrence of the
crime, to suppose-that thi& man who s guilty of desertion,leaves his
post and forfeits the solemn obligation he has entered into with his
Sovereign, in the assurance that he exchanges a service of tyranny
enjoyment of unbonnded hberty, and the
respeet of those among whom he re-casts hes destiny—that, as a
British soldier, his services when made avatlable 1n the armies of hig
newly adopted country, entitle him, from his gieater expenence, to
take rank hefore his comrades, and to command their esteem ; or
that whenever he excrcises the trade or rofession which he may
have originally heen taught, he is entitle(Y to all the civil pnvileges
and immunities from wrong of the American citizen,

Let the soldier who anticipates such advantages thoroughly dis-
abuse himself. The very contrary is the fact, and they who toolly
meditate desertion will do well, before leaping the chasm from which
there is no honorable retum, tolook at the real, and notthe artificial,
side of the picture which is presented to their view. God has set
his seal upon the perjurer as well as upon the murderer, and man is
made the instrament of his will, in marking his hatred and contempt
of the crime. Tt is on this immutable principle that although we
m::?' love the treason, the traitor can never command our respect,
and cven amang the depraved, those who deliberately violate the
sanctity of an oath are leoked upon as heing even more depraved
than themselves. o it is especially with the Britichdeserter. In-
stead of enjoving that liberty for which he has periled his eternal
peace, he finds his condition oven worse than that of a slave. Ifhe
works for bire, and honestly eams lis wages, he is dependent solely
on the caprice of him who has engaged his serviees, for, by legal
process, he cannot recover  shilling, ~ And thas, rendered abject
and base by the inequality of position he finds to exist between him-
<clf and his new associafes, he losos s'zht of the last sentiments of
dignity common to man, or, if he descends not deeply and rapidly in
the scale of infamy., <ighs in vain for the recal of those days when,
in the pride of a ‘soldier’s chivalrous profeesion, he walked crect
upon the earth, and in the firt and noblest land of freedom—
England—an honest member of the homan family,

Noris the man who deprnds upon the exercise of his tride in a
moze enviable condition than the mere laborer. True, for a brief

seison his mechanical'déxterity and ‘address may command counte-
nifiee and support, and, if his transactions be of a ready-money
Kimd; he may ensrve to secure a bare oxlstence ; but ready-money
ttansactions " are nesther usual nor profitable, and 1f with a view to
extend his buciness, he ado!:t the system of giving credit, e must
trust wholly:io the good faith of thosk to whom he accords it, or be

‘epared io’*-g?)se sight of that privilege which is not denied the
Tigdnest Anietlcan citizen—le power of compelling zestitution. It
14 threaten an appeal to the courts of justice, insult will be added to
iujurys  The person threatened sill laugh in his tace, and ask him
w{w,;{lcr he is'ndt g British deserter, and it 50, how lie can presume
to expect that his onth will have any weight, after having perjured
bimself to his Sovereign, Gt evdn-among the hochanics, the pro-
portion of goodwotkmen s co» rptively emall, anddiberelfore thes
who devote themselves b if avs {fv in nunber, - -

A number of thigst delided ‘wien culistdn the Ameficun arm3.
where security, for thelr fidelity is given in the utter-impossibiliy ot
their ever retuming home, butthey are not treated wit any copk-
deration, and scarcely ever attain# the rank of a non-commissioned
officer. * Even while there is assuranee that they cannot desert, they
are looked upon with a distrustful éye, They zie sensible of this,

-and may be distinguished by a sullen and desponding expression of

countenance. They are, it is true; nlitllg bgtte'r paid and fed than
the English soldier, but the system of discipline is much more rigid,
and the punishments more severe, and more frequently admsnistered.
During the Florida wars, they were invariably sent to encounter
estilence and hardship in every shape, and thousands of these un-
r’.:;w men have left their bunes vmid the swrinps and fastuesses o
that inhospitable region,® . :

On one occasion, a gentleman connected with one of the pubhic
departments in Kingston, visited French Creek, 1n the vicimty o
the Thousand Islands, and the great rgndczvouﬁ of deserters.
During his short stay there he saw about cighty of these unfortunate
men working in a ditch nearly mid-waist in mud, and their bodies
covered with pustules and ulcers. He described the sightias being
in the highest degree disgusting, He was personally known to
most of the men, several of whom approached, and told him that
they were <o heartily tired of the miserable change in their position,
that they would cheerfully undergo any punishment that might bte
inflicted, provided they should be suﬂ'gred to return, They stated to
him, what was the universal complaint, that althongh they toiled
like slave , they could not obtain remuneration for their work, for
their task-fnasters invariably taoitted them, when pressed for a set-
tlement, with the assertion that their oath would be without weight
in a court of justice,

And what food for reflection is here afforded! When I first en-
tered the service the soldier was looked upon as the hardy veteran,
and not in the light in which he is now regarded. There was the
same attention to his comfort, but not to his luxurious ease—thete
was the same esprit de corps, but it was one of tivalry in the field :
nor was there ever such an absurdity dreamt of as the sold:crf’of one
corps giving a “ sumptuous and distinguished entertainment ” to the
soldiers of another corps, and drinking over wines of the * choicest
kind» the health of the Queen—Prince Albert—The Army and
Navy—the Duke of Wellinglon—their respective  Colonels—the
Ladies, followed by the farce of publication, in the newspapersof the
locale, of their misplaced orgies, asif the public could feel any other
sentiment than ridicule for these ¢ high-lfe-below-stairs * proceed-
ings. A rasher of pork—a basin of pease-soup, with bread, and 2
moderate partion of spirit, were the substantials of the men of those
days. and in these the officers often partook with a gusto equal te
any that is_now derived from sn indulgence in these « luxurions
viands.”®  Their minds had not been subjected to the wflucnee of 2
mistaken refinement, As long as a soldicr got his foad regularly. and
his pay—when he could, he thought only of being in the presence
of his enemy, and desertion from kis colors was, at that period, al-
most wholly unknown. He knew no greater happiness t 2n to em-
batk in scenesof enterprize, whatever the incidental privations at-
tending them, because he was aware that his officer would share
cqually in whatever hardships it should be his lot to encourter. The
same rude bivonac contained them ;3 their hodies repased on the eame
sward or in the same forest ; their heads were of ten pillowed on the

* No doubt many of thaee menswrell the Ametican runheia Mexico.

)i



