112

P T e e Bt S PP G PGS et e Pt - V. TP & bt 8 g

a breast work upon the wall, beind which they ing :o clear ont the sean and pry up the slab;
partally exposed themselves as they discharged | others, with the hutts of their muskets striking the
ther muskeis,  Qurtroogs were in the open plan, | slab with all thetr wght to break at, while the
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und exposed to a distructive five.  We had no can-
nox, nor could we scale the wali, and the gates
successfully registed all attemipts at foremng them,
1 could not retire uud send tor cannonto break
through the walls, without giving them ume to
lay a tran for blowmg usup, [ saw that it wus
uecessary to change the mode of attack,and direct-
ed some trees to be cut down and trimmed, to be
used as battening rams.  ‘I'wo o these were taken
up Ly detachments ot men, as hamerons as could -

{)nosts remwnstrating agwnst om deseerating thest
loly and beautful "honse.  While thus engaged,
a soldier, who wus stuking with the butt ot lus
nusket, struck a spring, and the marble slab flew
up, Then the faces ot'the inquisitors grew pale as
Betghazear, when thie handwitting appearedon the
wall ; they trembled all over.  Beneath the wmar-
ble stab, now partly up, there was a staircase. I
stepped to the altar, and took from the candlestick
one of the candles. four feet in lcngth, whi ‘v was

work to ilvamage, and brougat to bear upon the ! burmung, that 1 mught explore the room below,  As
walls witty all the power which they could exert} [ was doing this, [ was arrested by one of the in-
while the troops keptup a fire to prutect them fione . quisitors, who laid fus hand gently upon my arm,
the fire poured upoa them from the walls.  Pres-, aud with a very demure and holy look said, * My
catly the walls began to tremble, a breach was | son, you must not take those hights with your
wnade, and the impenal troops into the In.luwntlou.i bloody hands, they are noly.”” « Well,” 1 sad,

Here we met with an incident, which nothing, « 1 will take a holy thing to shed hizht on imquaty ;
but Jesuttical effrontery is equal to,  The inquisi- . 1 wilf bear the responstbuty? 1 took the candte,
tor general, followed by the futher contessors in and proceeded down thestaircase.  As we reached
their priest'y rohes, all came out of their reoms,as) the foot of the stars we enteted a large square
we were making our way into the iuterior of the, 100m, which was called the Hall of Judgment.
Inquisition, and with long faces, and their aems In the ceutre of st was a large block, and a chaw
crossed over their breasts, their fingers resting on fastened to st On this they had been accustoned

their shoulders, as though they had beendeaf wall
the noise of the attack and detence, and had just,
learned what was going on, they addressed them-
selves, in the language of rebuke, to their own sol-,
diers, saymg, “ Why do you aight our friends, the
French 77

Their tntention, no doubt, was to make us think,
that this detence was wholly unauthorized by them,
hoping 1t they coutd make us beleve that they
were iniendly, they should have a better opportu-
nity, iu the confusion of the monment, to escape,
‘Lheir ariifice was too shallow, and did not succeed.
1 caused them to be placed under guard, and all
the sotdiers of the Inquisition to be secured as prie
soness. We then proceeded to examine all the
rooms of the stately edifice. We passed through
room afer room; found all perfectly n order,
richly furnished, with altars and crucifixes, and,
wax candles in abundance, but could discover no,
cvidences of iniquity being practised there, nothing
of those peculiar features which we expected to
find in an Inquisitior.

We found splendid paintings, and a rich and
extensive hbrary.  Here was beauty and splendor,
and the most perfect order or which my eyes had
ever resied.  The architecture, the proportions
were perfect. The ceiling and floors of wood
were scoured and hizhly polished. The marlue
floors were arranged with a strict regard 1o order.
*There was cvery thing to please the eye and gratfy
a cultivated taste; but where were those hornd
instruments of torture of which we had heen told,
and where those dungeons in which human beings
were said to be buried alive? We searched in
wain. The holy

father assured us that they had,

to pluce the accused, chamed to fus seat,  On one
one side of the room was vne elevated seat, called
the Throne of Judgment, This the Inquisitor Gen-
cral occupied, and on either sile were seats less
clevated, for the holy fathers, when engaged 1n the
solemn business of the Holy Inquisition. From
this room we proceeded to the nght, and obtaned
access to small cells, extending to theentire length
of the edifice ; and here such sizhts were presented
as we hoped never to see again,

‘These cells were places of solitary confinemen,
where the wietched objects of inqu sitorsal hate
were confined year after year, till death released
them from their sufferings, and there their bodses
were suffered to remain until they were entirely
decayed, and the rgoms had become fit for others
to ocoupy. To prevent this being offensive to
those who occupied the inquimtion, there were
flues or tubes extending to the open air, sufficiently
capacsous to carry off the odor.  In these cells we
found the remams of some who paud the debt of
nature; some of them had been dead apparently
but a short time, while of othets nothing remained
but their bones, sull chained to the floor of therr
dungeon.

In other cells we found living sufferers of both
sexes, and of every age, from three score years
and ten down to fourteen or fiftcen years—all na-

hed as when born into the world! and all int

chuins!  Hese were old men and aged women,
who had been shut up for many years. Here, too,
were the middle aged, and the young man and the
maiden of fourteen years old.” The soldiers im-
mediately went to work to release these captives
from their chains, and took from their knapsacks

been belied; that we had seen all; and I wus, their overcoats aad other clothung, which they

repared to give np the search, convinced that this
uquisition was ditferent from others of which I
bad heard.

But Col. Delale was not so ready as myself to
give up the search, and said to me, * Colonel, you
are commander to-day, and as you say so it must
be ; but if you will be advised by e, let this mar-
blec siab be'examined.  Let water be brought and

ured upon it, and we will watch and see’if there
13 any place through which it passes more freely
than others.” I replied to him, ¢ Do as you please,
Colonel,” and ordered water to be brought accor-
dingly. Theslabs of marble were large, and beau-
tifule polished. When the water had been poured
vver the floor, rouch to the dissatisfaction of the in-
quisitors, 2 careful examination was made of every
seam in the floor, to seeifthe water passed through,
Presently Col. DeLile exclaimed that he had found
it. By the side of one of these marble slabs the
xwater passed through fast, as though there was an
opening beneath.  All hands were now at work

for further discovery; the officers with their
swords, and the soldiers with their bayonets, seck-

gave to cover therr nakedness. They were ex-
cecdingly anxious to to hring them out to the hght
of day; but Col. L., aware of the danger, had
food given them, and then brought them gradually
to the light, as they were able to bear it.

We then proceeded, said Col. L., to explore an-
other room on the left, Here we found the instru-
ments of torture, of every kind which the inge-
nuity of men or devils could invent. Col. L. here
described four of these hornid instruments. “The
first was a machine by which the vicim was con-
fined, and then, begning with the fingers, every
joint in the hands, arms and body, were broken
or drawn, one after another, until the victim died.
"The second was a box. 1n which the head andneck
of the vicum were so clasely confined by a serew,
that he could not move ia uny way. Over the box
was a vessel, from which one drop of water-a sc-
cond fell upon the head of the victim—every suc-
cessive drop falling upon precisely the same place
on the head, suspended the circulation in a few
moments, and put the sufferer in the most exens-
tiating agony. “The thurd was an infc mal machune,

laid horizontally, to which the victim was bound
the machine then being placed between two beanus,
wm which were scores ot knives so fixed that, by
turmag the machine with a crank, the flesh of the
sutferer was torn from his Junbs all 1n small preces.
‘Ihe fourth surpassed the otheis in fiendish inge~
nuty, Its eaterior was a beautuul woman, or
larze doll, nchly dressed, with anns extended,
rewdy to embrace tts victun.  Acouad her feeta
semi-circle was drawn,  The vicum who passed
over tlus fatal maik, touched a sprmg, which
caused the diabolical engme to open; s arms
clasped hin, and a thousad knives cut lum into as
many pieces in the deadly embrace.

Col. D. saidthat the sight of these engines of in-
fernal cruelty kindled the rage of the soldiers to
fury. They declared that every Mquisitor and
soldier of the inquisiion should be put to the tor-
ture.  Lheir rage was uagovernable, Col. L. did
not oppose them; they nught have turned their
arms at lum ifhe had atiempted to arrest their vwork.
‘They bezan with the holy fatheis, ‘The first they
put to death i the machine for breaking joints,
The torture of the inquisitor put to death by the
dropping of water on his head, was most excruti-
ateg, The poor man cried out in agony to beta
ken away from the machine,  “The mquisitor gen-
eral was brought before the infernal engine called
““L’he Virgin,® He begs to be excused,. ¢ No,”
saul they, ¢ you have caused others to kise her,
and now you must do 'it.” ‘They interlocked
their Layonets so as to form large forks, and with
these pushed him over the deadly circle, The
beautiful itnage instanty prepared for the embrace
clasped htm in ity arms, and he wus cut into un-
numberable pieces. Col. L. 3aid that he witness~
ed the tortwre of four of them—is heart sickened
atihe awful scene—and he left the soldiers to
wreak their vehgeance on the last guilty inmate of
that prison-house of hell,

In the meantime it wasreported throngh Madrid
that the prisons of the Inquisition were broken o‘;)en »
and multitudes hastened to the fatal spot.  Andok,
what a meeting was there! It was likea resurec-
tion! Ahout a hundred, who had been buried for
many ycars, were now restored to life, There
were fathers who found their long lost daughters;
wives were restored to their husbands, sisters to-
their brothers, and parents to their children 5 and
there were some who could recognize no friend
among the multitude. The seene was auch as no-
tongue can deseribe.

When the multitude had retired, Col. L. caused
the library, paintings, furniture, &c., to be removed,
and having sent to the city for a wagon load of
powder, he deposited a large quantity in the vaults
beneath the building, and placed a slow match in
connection with it.  All had withdrawn at a dis~
tance, and in a few moments there was a most
Jjoyful sight to thousands, The walls and tucrets
of the massive structure rose majestica:ly towards
the heavens, impelled by the tremendous explosion,
and fell back tothe earth an immense heap of ruins.
The Inguisition was no more t—Phil. Christ, Obs,
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