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Rissionary Department,
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LeTTERs TO THE GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT OF DlISSIONS.
Letter from the Rev. Dy, Evans, dated Vicloria, V. I, June Tth, 1562,

I am just preparing for my tour to,
and I hope, through the Cariboo coun-
try, for which I hope to start about
three days hence.  Many kind friends
tell me the toil will be too much for
me. True, Tam notas young ats when
I commenced my ministry, thirly five
years ago; but I trust to my travell-
ing propensitics, my past knowledge
of life in the bush, a little pradence,
and a long-tricd protection and bless-
ing of God, for a safc and suceessful
journcy. Itis not improbable that I
shall take Brother Browning on my
way up, and separating at some suit-
able point, leave him to travel a few
wecks among the miners I have an
opportunity to get his place at Hope
and Yale temporarily supplied by a
young local preacher, who comes with

Jhigh recommendations from Califor-

nia, to which land he emigrated from
Canada.

The expenditure for our outfit will
be heavier than I could wish, in view
of the state of your funds. But you
may rely upon my using all practi-
cable economy. 'I'he price of horses,
which are indispensable is very high,
on account of the severity of the past
winter, and the great demand this
Spring. I trust,however, that themin-
ers whom we may visit will be in cir-
cumstances to render us material aid in
support of our Mission among them.
1 have great hope for the veligious
future of the country from the num-
ber of pious persons who have arrived
this summer. It will be one of my
principal objects to organize classes,
and get our local preachers and ex-
horters to work in the respective pla-
ces at which they are in search of
earthly treasure. I have availed my-
sclf of every opportunity, in my inter-
course with the emigrants passing
through this port, to impress them
with the paramount importance of
maintaining their communion with
God, and their reverence for the insti-
tutions of teligion. The arrival of
my much esteerued colleague, Brother
Lucas, was very opportune, just as the
large tide of emigration was setting in.

Hundreds have called on us, and m
time has been much occupied in coup
sclling them on the interests of hot
time and eternity.

A goodly number have been ep
camped in the vicinity of Victori
awaiting the proper time for proceed
ing to British Columbia., On the
Sabbaths past I have preached to the
in the woods, as they could not safe)
leave their camps and cficcts unp)
tected. In these services T have by
reminded of my early years of itine
rant labour among new settlers §
Canada, and have almost cherished th
vain wish for the return of the vigou
and buoyancy of those days. But
that cannot be, I pray that the expen
ence of age may somewhat make ygf
for the absence of those qualificatiors
Thank God, others posse:s and ax
here witling to exercise them. i

I have increasing confidence in thg
resources of these colonies, and in th
greatness in store for them. To nefl
comers their rugged features presen
a somewhat forbidding and discourg
ing aspeet, and men who scldom oo
bheyond the present, croak and fold the
arms, and write all mauner of d
paraging statements to their friendy
at home. Yet steady, industriou
and persevering men succeed in the
termporal enterprizes, and will brig
the country up to its Divinely-all
pointed destination among the nations
Many have been the trials of our fait}§
and patience, but the prospect bright
ens day by day. :

I have seen with regret,on many ad
counts, a report of a lecture on they
colonies, delivere i at Galt, in Canady
and I suppose elscwbere, by a persol
who professedly in quest of healthy
spent a few months in Victoria. Thy
lecture abounds in the most gross mi
representations of the country, whicl
I doubt not will be corrected by othed
pens than mine. Suffice to say thoy
the person who so confidently descanti
upon the unfitness of this Island fof
settlement, never saw the interior o
it, and although he talks so fuentl$
about the gold fields of Cariboo, st




