
BOTANY FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS. 1'

mon. A blockliead is one wvho cannot~ diberinîinat2i. T<> 1dm the
xvorld is a Il land whert, ail things always seein thle sinle." Tilt-
man of' brains is the very reverse ot'all this, If lie is anythi;îg a'
ail lie is ditscrimiinating. To him, no two ol)jeets ar-e exactly: lie.
We need not, tako suceli a distant viciw as this writcr -1oet, the
power of discriminating, is not necess:îry for re-at, mon alonc, it,
is the characteristic of the really valuable, the usel'til, the sticcess-
fui wor-ke-s in any depar-tîîîentofwvorkl. Tlie %vritcr-,wlio, thriough,
lack of observation, makes his characters ana lus seies unin.tuirl,
isiiot asuccess. The artii;t f menithlas spenta long timle iii notiuîg
and comparing various objects. The iîuisician iînu.st know fi'om
expei*ience how sounds shou!d harmoîiize. The ,;Iilled artizaîî is
the one wlîo eaul note minîute dif1èr-,neecs in varions objects4, wliilst
lie to wlîom "IlIIl things alhvays seem the samne "is a fttilutre iÀ any
walk of' life. What studios wvill. best avaken and develop, the
powers of observation ? Whilst wve readily admit that ail branches
of study, if properly tughit do eail into play these Powell..; we
dlaim tlîat ail thc stu.dy of'Naturat. Objects is of the higiest VaIue
in this corinection. The mnost observant mcii, I thinkc aile those
who ]lave spent somue time ini the study cf some departnient, of
Natii rai itory, scientific, mon, as wc grenerally cali them; wvhilst,
the inventor's most valued productions aile obtaiiied fr-omn observ-
ing modes of action of forces of îîatiirc.

Natmnal objects have attraeted. the uIîild's notice froim infitncy,
in lus own way lie lias observcd them and instituted (crtain com-
panlsons, surely a more careii examination of pebble and ftower
and insect, îerteeachier's eye, cannot do othuerwise than
develop the observing and comparing faculties of the pupil. Of
the varions departments of Natur:d Ilistory, Botany, the study
of plants, is best adapted for our schools. Iu studying it no
expensive apparatus is required, wlîile the mateniais for 8tudy are
on every hand iii great variety. At the saine time it, is n(>t inferior
to any otimer brandi in its tendency to cali forth the observing and
discrimina.ting powers.

Now, doubtless, timere arle many wlîo will admit, it, would be well
to have tlîis subject tauglît in ail our:,cluol.s, but as cirecutiibt.Uiices
are at present it is impossible, they:,ýay. Let uis notice 6omu cf the,
objections brougit, forwvard. Some wiII sy xve teachiers have,
scarcely any kniowiedgc of the subject, our-selves and how dan we,
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