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thiat is pure and lofty iu refinemnent and tztste; it bas giron to art, poetry,
and miusic thieir sublimest subjects. What wouldl the Doré alr have beelîi
but for the Bible? Whiere but in its pages could -Milton find a therne ade-
<mate to his gcîîius ? And whlat but its doctrine of the MuNlssi.thx could furnishi
liandel %vith a subct grand enough for the full swell, of bis incomparable
music? Millions hiave risen fromn the periisal of its pag,,es wvith noir liglat in
thieir -unidersttndling, ar.d neir joy iu their lîeart, and have adored the moatch-i
less perfections of tlîat glorions Being, wrhum itis its chiief functictu reveal.
Whu then caîsi estiniate the boo:i that is conferred when a buiok likte ibis is
criven tu a country like Chtiua '--o version of the Bible .V.U ever printcd
t hat opens its treasuires tu sci rinuy peuple as the Chinese versionz. The
literary style is unider-stootl all ove -the empire, and in every Chinese cok,»y.
Though thie people of different provinces cannot understaud caih otbies

j~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~~L spehibyeu aiohrswrtu.l his respect China has ihie adviiut-
gafre over India, -%vere so mnuy à-lnguages are eniployed. Nio other a ag
eau convey the WoVrd of Life to so large a portion of the human ra ce. Alex-
andier conqueredl the wvorld, but it could not umdcrstand liis Grock. Roume
laid lier belt off 1,000 miles around the 'Mediterraneain, but lier empil)re %,vas a
Babel. En i bs tbrown ber anus around the glbbut bier Bible Canniiot
be read by a hundred million souls; mor eau tic Frcnch, or the Germnani.t

iBut the Cihinese -version is intelligible to hundreds of maillions. Happy the
uman and bionoured tie Society, w]uo put tic all-regenera-tin- Bible, the Law i

thc l'sabns, and the 1Prophets, the Gospiels, tîme Epistles and the Apocalypse,
iinto a lagaet1at eau reach about euglhty millions of homnes, and iouir hîun-
dred millions of bearts. .And wvhat a people the 40hinese aire ! Thev «-re niot
Hottentots; or savages w-andering about re-d-ucbired and tattooed, Nyhose first
sight of thcir printed lauguage is ini the Bible giron to theni by ibe niissienary.
They are an anciut aund ingeulous people, living under thec most vencrable
goveriiment on earth, iih a literature iicarly as old as lâoses-a people whm'> J
iad thcir poets, sages, and phi1osophers centuries before English histery
jusly bc described as a keen, inquisitive, and reazdimng people, wiitlm mienit.al

jcapiacisy for -duost -.nything.ý And ilmeir patience, perseverance and industry
-iare proverbial. There is a beautiful stoty of a Chinese pe.-sant, boy, ivhicl-
illustra tes their character. De -%vas unable to study by day, and resolved i

studlyby night, and not being able to buy a lanmp, lie carried homne caI nilut
a <lowwmoruî tu apply to his book. Give sueh mon Jeans, mmd let theni app lyftheirgloiviorni to the Bible, and wvhat a people! -Maie thien fnailiar witm
the grand old patriarclis of Scrip.ture and its inspircd prophecis, lot theilà

knowvits apostles and learii to advorn the inajesty and love the goducss of
thnadits Victured scenes deliglit their iniaginaLtion ; attune ihieir minaisIto the mnusic of its psabnls, aud engage thimir fancy vith the parables; let itsjbeatitudes and comuuaudnients coimirol ther life, its miracles aw,%e their

wondcrs, and its cross excite tlieir gratitude and uvin thmir trust, anid wliat
i xnay not the Chinese become What nation umay they not rival ? '\Vlîat limiit
can bu put tu thuir power-.and progress ? And amuong no, peciple lias tlie failuire
of every ollier systeni becu se signal as amomîg the Ciniese. It niight scein
as if God bad isolated tiîern froza tie rest of thc racej fr inany centuries just
to sec Nyhether umu nature hias in it any recuperatire power, wvhcthcr inau
-apart fri God-can devise .any system, social, politit-al, or nrral, sulhici-

ont for thie suppression of vice, tic exaltation of virtue, and ihe promiotioni of
liappiess. Aznd certainly they bave znotbeen waxmiting iu expiedient.s. Tlîey

*have Imad tirc great national systeins in fiull opcrtion-two of theui fur
*twcmty-five centuries and the othcr for twcnty. Tiiese systeis "' occupy tîme

f lic thrc corners of a triangle-tic niori,thie umetiplîysical, and (lie material.'
Thcy appeal to tIme tlmrec chief faculties of tic soul, tlic will, the scnsibility. and
tic intellect; ana they. imite in ignoring God. They hare had ample fa;cility
fur devcloping cvery possible prtcntiality they niay have had for clcvatingr tic


