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WHA T KJND 0F A TUIANKSGZ VING

DA Y RAD YOU?

BY KNOXONIAN.

How dld yon spenl Tbanksgivlng Day?
Dld yon lie lu bed uintil near noon and

then "ait around" ail the rest o! the daty
dolug nothlng lu particular ?

Dld you get up lu the morning growl-
Iug about the -vveathier or sonething else
and growl ail day lu the most Industrionàs
manner ?

Dld you go on a visit Vo some of
the neilhbours lustead ouf going to
cburah ?

,Dld you attend a football match and
give thanks by applamdliig the most vig-
orous kiekers. That did not use to be
the wny lu NvIilch gratefi people gavre
thanke for their mierdies, btthMis Is an
age o! progrees. Thiere Is no renson wvhy
we should glve thauks as our fathers
dld. Perhaps the old menm(11(l not kuowv
low to gîve thanke wilh their heels. They
were,80 primitive lu their ways, that thiey
used their heants for tbauksgiving exer-
dises. This le, an age o! education. The
students o! Yale and Princeton and other
hilgb-class Amenican institutions, give
thanke by klcking a bail, w-hile admlring
thousaule show' their gratitude by shout-
Ing t-o encourage the youug men lu their
t hnnksglvlng exercise. Why shoil ve
he behînd our nelbbours lu their mode
o! g lving thanks. We hiavecopied tîmeir
tarif! and adopted the method o! an-
rangiug the bouinlaries o! constituencies
orlginated by Hie Excellency the . Hou.
]1,lbridge Gerry, Govennor o! Massacmmi-
sette. Why should we not adopt their
Thanksgîving Day ? We set out lu
1867 Vo f ound a nation on British mod-
els. The intention was good, and w-e are
bnnvely carrylug It out by copying some
o! tbe vorse features o! Amerîcan poli-
ticse. Wby not stili further dlsplay our
love for Bitlsb institutions by turuing
Tbanksgiving Day into a national hoil-
day as our neighibours (10? The good
people over there give timanks as good
Chnîstins ought to do, but it Is noV
the goodl ones we generally imitate.

DII you go on a shooting expedition
Thanksglvlng Day, and show your gra-
titude by killIug a few- amaîl birds ? That
wvas a noble thlng Vo do. ' A man w-ho
gives thanke devontly by killlng a feiv
smnil birds, can hardly fail t-o prosper
lu bie business nýext year.

DId. the people o! your owu bola
union meeting on Thnnkoglvlng Day lu-
stead o!anu old-fasitionefl tha'nksgiviug
service ? Did ail the denomnnations ileet
on that "comnion platfornu" that' lias be-
come go very common anul listen Vo crude
sen-politldai speeches about evenything
lu general anudnothing lu particular.
That substItute for a hanksgiving
service was perhaps ascribel to the grow-
lug union sentiment o! the community.
Thie people bad 80 much union ebntiment
that îhey preferred a joint plat-form
meeting to a religions service, an(]
fourth-rate plat!orn speeches Vo praise,
prayer and preaching. Union sentiment
muet be a great thîung wlien 1V workFs

umphant lu the <ommunlty, while lu
reallty IV proves that there was noV

grace enough ln any one of the congre-
gations to meet inu their congregational
capacity and thank God for His merdles.

The miusicaY service lield in some con-
gregationis as a substitute for a thanks-
givlng service i-, outward and visible
evidence that the people dn not want
to thank God for lus nmerdles. Listenlng
to vocal or instrumental iiuusic for an
hour or twvo in the evening i16flot giving
thanks. If we inean to have a Thanks-
giving Day in this country, let us have
one. If we merely want a hioliday, let
us honestly say st>. Fellow Canadian,,
now honestly, what. kind of a Thailýs-
glving Day ha.d you?

CASTING OFF OLD PASTORS.

Sir,-1 was glad to notice by your
paper lately that you -were inviting cor-
respondence on the above subject, and
it pleased me much to see the article on
this subject in your Issue of the Sth
inst. The sentiments expressed at the
close of that article are those which have
forced themselves upon my mind for some
time, and I also find the same opinion
ln the minds of many others wlth whom
I have conversed on the subjeet. I be-
ileve that this question at the present
time is one that is exerclsing the minds
of a large number of members anJ ad-
herents of our grood Preshyterian Church,
and1 that the sooner this matter is taken
up and brought before our ('hurcb
courts lu a pablic mianner, the better. as
being beneficial to hoth iministers and
mnembers. There is no doubt but there
are some lu ail the Preshyteries of our
Church w-ho have seen or known the evil
effects of too long Jastorateg as hiaving a
tendency to create an indifference and dis-
satisfaction iun many congregations, and
no iloubt. bas led in some cases to the
starving-out system, even lu some short
pastorates, and thus ruining Congrega-
tions for mauy years. The system that
n*o-% prevails lu our Churchi of a congre-
gation belug unable to get nid o! an
inefflcient minister without resortiug to
such a metbod, has a teudency to lower
the r-espect for- eaclt other. 1oth of iminis-
ters antd congregations. tlle evil effects
of which are long feit. No less hurtful
is It ln some cases, ivhen a minister
who geto the offer of a larger slr
ln another place. at short notice leaves
a congregation to the -lnts of beaven
t-o bet)lowu hîther and thither, it may
he for years. Even the system of going
about preaching looking for a caîl, It
seems to me must be repulsive to a man
o! flue feelings. A few figures taken
from your issue of the first inst., may be
here given to show in a comparative way
wvhat we are now doing wlth reference
to changes of minîsters. I finI that our
Church contains forty-six presbyteries,
and that they generally meet quarterly,
whlch with special meetings would
amount to 184 meetings per annum. Tak-
ing the six Preshyteries, reportiug lu
your issue of the flrst iust., I finI that
between calîs lu course of process, vacan-
dies, and' resîgnations tendered, there
were fourteen, or about au averagý of
of 2 1-2 *to cachi Presbytery reported,
leavlng asile Barrie, wliich seems to have
an enormously large number of mission
filelds and prcachlugt stations to be supn-

two congregations lu the same Presby-
tery who have Just lately tol their pas-

tors plainly that tbey III flot desire their
services any longer. And of course they
left. One of tlhem 18 u ow going tlirough
the country endeavouring to secure a
eall,anud the other, I undler-stand, who
Is well advanced in years, continues
preaching to one of the stations form-
ing hie previous charge, and takes what,
salary tbey are able to give him. if
true, this is indeed a humiliating posi-
tion for a minster to occupy.
Another feature of the subject whlch
Is detrimental to congregations, is the
long vacaucies wbich many of thern have
before they can agree upon a pastor.
Tbey get what ls called sup.ply by the
Presbytery or Home Miss>ion Committee,
perhaps a young student, or a minister
wlthout charge is sent, in. some cases
a distance of two hutntîred miles from Tor-
onto or sonie other niace. He arrives
on Saturday nighit and leaves on Mou"-
dlay morning by train, preaches a ser-
mon on a passage which, perbaps, the
congregaition bas heard expounded a
dozen 11Imes, and leaves no good
impression, but rather the reverse;
nevertheless, they are compelled to pay
the usual allowance lu sucb cases maIe
and provided, as the legal documents ex-
presIt.

A sincere desire to see some change
hrought about for the better, is my on-
ly excuse for askiag you to give this
a place in y.')tmt' flxt issue, lu the hope
that soine others will vetilate thieir
views on this subJect thiroughi your col-
umus. AN ELDIR OF TIRITY-FIVE
YEARS STANDING.

SUBSTITUTES FOR MIS SIONA RiES.

When the neeî or more amen ami mieans
for the extension of mission work lu M'es-
tern Canada is urged, and the number of
filelds that have to go %vithout winter
supply, Is deplored, it is fnequently ask-
ed, why can not the people read their
Bibles at home? Why eau not the el-
ders hold services during the winter?
Why not organize Christian Endeavour
Societies, and let tbemi hod imcttings in
the absence of a miissionar3- ? Since
many using these arguments are nndoubt-
edly sincere, let mie throuigh youn col-
umnus endeavour to supply au answer.

To the first, auestion. let me say, that
the policy of leaviug people to read their
Bibles at home, sent themn in shoals out
of the Cburch lu the Maritime Provinces;
that ln Quebec It sent them, und espec-
ially their children. into the Joman Cath-
o11e Church, from mwhich at beavy expense
w,7e are now palufully trying to regain
them; that lu Central Ontario, 1V bled
the Cburch, so that she can not eveu now
stand alone, and that. north of Lake Erie,
f rom Niagara to Windsor, it nearly
wlped ber out of existence. The pollcy
of neglect has cost the C'iristian Church
lu some of the Ea"teru and Western States
adherents by the mlillion, anud filled cer-
tain parts of Australasia with agnostices
and imfidels. The fruit of negleet is evil
and ouly evil, and ve have no desire to
reap. it lu the West. Tne Bible-reading
plan bas been weiglhed lu the balances and
fouud wantiug.

We furt ber reply to the question, that
if the p.olicy o! readipug the Bible at

a misslouary or not, the cburch door le
neyer closed. But at many points we

have no eliders, and no pensons -%vho will
uindertake Vo conduet a service, and Il
wve liaI, we fear that eatisfaetory -%onk
could not be doue. How louný could
services by eiders be conducted success-
full lu the majority of congregations ln
Ontario ? If it eau be doue, why not
set forty or fifty'Ontario ministers free
for the comiug winter to labour lu the
Northweet ? Those who lhave donsldered
the matter knowv that churcli services to
be attended, must be attractive and edi-
fying, and if sncb services eau be con-
ducted long by eiders who are worklng
ail the week, then we dan dispense wlth
niluieters entirely and with tuie colleges
%vbere they are educated.

3. To the third question, our reply
is that Christin Éndeavour Sodieties are
coufined mostly, and o! necessity to cities,
towns or villages o! some size, anud that
services o! the klnd vroposed are not
practîcable for scattered settilemeuts and
distant outpots. A missionary sent to
a new f ield thîs spriug reported that he
fouud one professing Christian lu a dis-
tance o! seventy miles; another reported
fbur, and quite a number reporteti few-
er thami a dozen. Wbeu services are beld
at several points in one mission, ho-%v can
C.E. Sodleties be orgauized, or expected
to conduct them successfuliy under such
conditions ? Sncb servIces requIre nunl-
bers, variety, good music, suitable ac-
commodation, and tbe rest Vo make them
attractive, and these essentinîs are dif-
ficuit to secure lu a new country.

Perbaps it should be ndded that muchi
of the success of mission wvork lunte West
is due to pastoral visitaition. M1N iay ,)f
the people hal been long neglected or
are eetrauged froin the Chiurchi, aud It >',
only by visitatIon and pnivate deall1ng
tbat they are Vo he won. We must see)
If we are to save the lost. Foi- such work
a missiouary is absolutely uecessary.

T. lu.

A CHURCR ORGAN.

EdItor o! the Canada Preshyterian:
Dear Slr,-After having perue vour

good article lu your issue of l3thl Sept.,
under the beading "Are We Becoming
Congregational ?1' every word o! whlch I
agree witb, t le f irst tbought that
passed tbrouglh miy mmnd was one o! re-
gret, from the fact, whicb I beliei-e it
to be, tbat the instructive action of the
Toronto Pnesbytery in sending Rev. Mr.
(laudier t-o Fort 'va@8ey, Halifax, whicb
migbt be said to be ai objeet lesson to
the wbole body and is well worthy the
atteutive observation anu imitation o!

alour preabyteries, andstlil more o!
ail our congregations, wiIl be gso litte
knowu by tbe great bulk o! the xnem-
b)ers o! our country congregations at
amy rate, I fean only a small proportion
of the members know lîttie Il anything
o! the general business transacted lu
the varions presbyterles o! our Churcb,
and penbaps Ignorant o! what thelr own
premsby-tenies do and how they do their
work, unlesln exceptional cases, whIcb
the aecular press gîves publlcity to. If
my fear bas good four.Natlô«n, then there
is cause for regret and serlous consider-
ation. i.

I take ît to be Important that the
gzreat bulk o! ouir churcmhmebra

n1ecesEary Information, and o! gîving
better, opportunîties o! doiug wbat lit-
tie niay be 1i'n eacb o>ne'@ power to spread
abroad the knowledge of our Lord and
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