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The Universalist, Unitarian, and Roman
Catholic papers of the United States, are
not satisfied with the decision in the
Briggs case. fIad the verdict pleas-
el them, the members of the Assembly
might very well spend their summer
ho'ldays in examining their consciences.

Britons in general. and Canadians in
particular, felt proud, a few weeks ago,
when a portion of the British fleet eclips-
ed everything in New York harbour. We
had scarcely stopped shouting ‘‘Britan-
nin Rules the Waves,”” when the pride

~of the Mediterranean fleet went to the
bottom with four hundred souls on hoard.
It is never well to get tao glad about
anything in this world.

The brilliant writer of Current Events,
in the Queen’s Quarterly, has a theory
to account for Dr. Douglas’ speech on
- Methodist representation in parliament
and in the courts. The theory is that the
venerable and eloquent Doctor was not in
earnest, but simply meant to satirize the
assumption that the French Canadians and
the Irisl: Catholics must be represented in
the Dominion Cabinet. Ii the venerable
Poctor is fond of a joke, thig theory is
probably correet. How the old man elo-
quent of Canadian Methodism, must have
laughed inwardly as he read the ponder-
ous articles of the journals that took him
seriously !

Apart from the violation of the I‘ourth
Commandment, the opening of ‘the World’s
Fair on Sabbath, is a brazen, palpable
fraud. The managers received millions
from Congress, on the distinct under-
standing that the Fair should be open
only on six days of the week. As soon
as they recelved part of the money, and
felt reasonably certain of getting the
whole, they broke their agreement, and
opened the gates on Sabhbath. Unless
commercial integrity, and, national hon-
our have died out in the Union, something
will yet be done to wipe out this national
d_lsgrace. Trampling on the Fourth Com-
~mandment does not justify trampling on
the Sixth.

¢

One of the disadvantages of having
a little money in this country, is that your
‘neighbours are almost sure to consider
you a millionaire. Knox College suffers,
at the present time, from having an en-
_dowment. TFven some of her oldest and
best friends think the institition needs
no annual collection. The fact is, the
endowment never came near nieeting the
current expenses, and never was expect-
ed to do so. At the time the endow-
ment was being raised, sensitive swolun-
tary consciences were satisfied by the
assurance that money would still be need-
ed .from year to Yyear. There never
was much danger that the Institution
) woq!ﬁ: be made independent of .the year-
ly oflérings of the people, and it certain-
ly has not been, ’

Az the years roll on, new difficulties
arise in counnection with our Chureh work.
The last is the shriukage in the income
from investments. Money has no such
earning power now as it had a few years
ago. It is not as easy to make good
investments now as it waé once, and the
rate of interest has come down so far,
that the fall must soon seriously les-
sen the income of the Widows’ and Or-
phans’ Fund, the Aged and Infirm Min-
isters’ Fund, the 'revenue from College

’
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Endowments, and of all Funds that in-
vest money. In all human probability,
money will never again have the earning
power in Canada that it had a few years
ago. Local capital is constantly increas-
ing, and Loan and Investment Companies
are bringing in any amount oi money
from European markets. There is no re-
medy for the shrinkage in our revenue,
but to increase the endowments, or the
annual collections.

A week or two more of factious op-
position on the one side, and Trish vio-
lence on the other, may lead thoughtiul
Cavadians to ask whether, after all, the
Commons of England is so much better
than the Commons of Canada. The Home
Rule ‘Bill has been read a second time, and
that used to mean much in the mother of
parliaments. It is absolutely certain to
be thrown out in the House of bLords
by a large majority. Viewed {rom any
standpoint, the prolongued factious op-
position seems sensele 8. There are no
front rank men in -the Canadian House
of Commons, that ever made greater
themselves than Balfour and
Chamberlain are doing every night ‘n the
Englisli Parliament. Factious obstruc-
tion, is a miserable kind of a politieal
game at any time, but against 2 'nea-
sure certain to be killed at its next move,
such tacties ought to be beneath a
British statesman.

Were the matter not so serious, it would
be amusing to notice how quietly a grave
church court can pass away from a mat-
ter it does not want to see, and ‘bBow eag-
erly it selzes on anything that suits its
taste. The other day it came out, in
the Toronto Conierence, by way of the
Statistical Report, that there has been a
falling off in the membership, to the num-
ber of 714, In the Toronto West District,
and that the increase in membership in
the whole Conference was only fifteen. The
brethren struck out the clause on the de-
crease, and Dr. Sutherland was the only
speaker who cared to say anything about
the 1ifteeu.
honestly told by Dr. Torrance that there
was a drop in our total revenue and a ser-
ious decrease in the average o. giving per
family and per memnber, for som?> of the
schemes, but the Assembly did not give
thevmatter ten minutes consideration. It
would, perhaps, have given ten days to
a heresy trial, without a moment’s hes-
itation. Now we submit that the ostrich
policy never Jdid a Church any good.
There is nothing to be gained, but there
may be much lost by ignoring facts and
figures.

While other good Presbyterians have
been thinking, and speaking,, and corre-
sponding about a Presbyterian Maga-
zine, Queen’s has launched a quarterly.
We canpot say that the old University
has taken time by the forelock, hecause
80 much time has been spent considering
this matter, that 4he forelock has disap-
peared. No. 1, vol. 1, of the Queen's
Quarterly, Is a very creditable production.
Tul isﬁers, editors, and everybody that
ever helped to ‘“‘get out” a new publi-
cation of any kind, knows how difficulties
sccumulate around the first number.
The names of about a dozen learned gen-
tlemen are given as editorial committee,
business committee, and business editors.
The names are all right, but we must be
excused for saying that, the success of
the venture will depend a good deal on
the amount of “instinct” that they may
happen to have among them. Mr. Gor?
don Brown used to select men and pay
them jecording to their *‘journalistic in-
stinct.”” There is, we presume, a ‘“‘Quar-
terly,” as well' us a journalistic instinct,
and we hope a gcod measure of it may
be found in some of the gentlemen who
have started the Queen’s Quarterly. The
twelve pages ol criticism on ‘“‘current
events.” is worth mueh more than the
price of the Quarterly. All the articles
are good, but the writer of “current
events” gives undoubted evidence, in
every ‘line, that he is an old hand at
the business. Success to the new venture
81y WwWe.

" against them.

The General Assembly was'

The torture. trial, and acquittal of the
unfortunate young woman at Fall River,
charged with the murder of her father and
step-mother, has given rise to some use-
ful discussion on the duties of a public
prosecutor. We have written the ugly
word torture deliberately, because the
rack and the thumbscrew were trifles com-
pared with what that unfortunate young
woman must have suffered from newspa-
per reporters. (ietecti\'es, “marshals,” and
all the other people who want mouey, not-
oriety, or & clew. People who have some
sense of justice are asking whether a pub-
lic prosecutor, representing the common-
wealth in the United States,’ or the crown
in British courts, is under any leganl or
moral obiigation to use his ingenuity in
trying to send innocent people to the gal-
lows, just because & grand jury, perhaps,
i stupid one, may lLave found a bill
The Christian at Work
comments in thiz way on the manner ia
which the counsel for the State condueted
the case: '* Here were men who knew
what justice required in the way of proof ;
they knew that proof was not {o be had—
must have known it, trained in the law
and acustomed to weigh evidence, as they
were. But not a moment did they pause,
but on they sped in their awiul work of
hurrying, if possible, a woman to the
scaffold who had committed no crime nor
wronged a living soul. Can Humanity
stand calin before such a situation ? Can
Christiainty justify it? Does the law re-
quire it ?—then so much the worse for the
law. Perhaps our system of jurisprudence
I8 not quite so perfect as has been sup-
pesed.’’

Humanity should not try to stand calm
before such a situation, and Christianity,
instead of justifying it, should denounce it
everywhere and always. The Christiani-
ty of The Interior—a most excellent kind,
by the way—leads it to say this about
the aforesald District Attorney :—'‘ As
his deadly coils of logic were twisted
around her, and his venomous words shot
into ler soul, the people looked upon him
as being at heart 'what he scught to
prove her to be, a murderer ; and even the
impartial judge would not trust the case

. to the jury without first vnwinding and

breaking those coils, and putting his
shield between her and the assault. The
instincts of justice and humanity may al-
ways be depended upon to manifest them-
selves, where an accused p2arson is prose-
cuted in @ spiric that savours of malice.”’
The instincts of justice and humanity
are trustworthy enough in most cases:
but if the judge happens to be a man who
assumes that every prisomer is guilty, sald
instincte have little opportunity to oper-
ate. Ii there is no appeal to a better
court, the imstincts might easily fail to
save an innocent man’s life.

FRENCH EVANGELIZATION.

This is another of the great religious
undertakings of our Chureh, and one
carried on, as is well known, under great
difficulty, in the face of a highly organiz-
ed and disciplined mass of superstition
and ignorance. As in every such case,
progress has been slow, but still there
is progress. A;large share in this work
has, in the providence of God, fallen into
the hands of our Church, and faithiully
and patiently has it been carried forward
by the committee having charge of it for
the Church. “TFifty-five years ago,” says
the report, ‘“there was not a known Pro-
testant French Canadian., Now work
among our French-speaking fellow-coun-
tyymen is being done in New Brunswick
and Ontario, but chiefly in the P’rovince
of Quebec. One pastor and two mission-
aries labour in N.B.; two pastors and
four missionary colporteurs are at work
in Ontario, and the remainder of a total
employed of eighty-nine, are to be found
in different parts of Quebec. The work
is conducted by the agencies of pastors,
missionaries, missionary-colporteurs and

‘teachers, engaged In preaching, teaching

in day and Sau_ﬂda,y schools, house visit-
ation, reading and selling the Scriptures.
Thirty-seven congregations and misslon
fields, with ninety-six preaching statlons,

‘agined themselves under,
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were supplied last year. Connected with
thos> were sfx hundred and ninety Pro-
testant familles. The average Sabbath .
attendance was about twenty-seven hun-
dred and fifty, ol whom nearly one quar- h
ter were Roman Catholics. One hundred
and ninety-two united with the Churel,
making o total membership of nine hub-
dred and eighty-four. Two new . flelds -
were occupied. The people contributed
about six hundred dollars. Twenty-five
mission day-schools and four night-school8
were attended by eight hundred and thir-
ty-three scholars, of whom three hundred
and eighty-three were from Roman Catho-
lic homes. One hundred and sixty-eight
pupils attended the schools at Pointe-aux-
Trembles, of whom eighty-seven were
the children of Roman Catholic parents:
One hundred pupils attended Coligny Col
lege, Ottuwa. TFourteen French studentd
prosecuted their studies in the Theologl
cal College, of whom two graduated and
have since been licensed. '

The results so far ase thus stated 13-
the report: .

1. In a growing int ll.ginz> and &P~
preciation on the part of the people Of.
evangelical truth, and corresponding giv-
ing way oi prejudices.

2. In the desire, tacit or avowed, 10
break away from ecclesiastical authority
:lnd\tlominatioh.

8. In the thousands of Roman Catho”
lies who read preseribed literature.

4.In the fifteen hundred pupils attend-
ing Protestant mission schools.

5. In twelve thousand Canadians ©f
Frencli origin who attemd evangelicﬂlb
places of worship in Canada.. o

6.1In the twenty-five thousand French
Protestants who have goune to the Uniw‘l
States

7. In the ‘fact  that fifty-ifve yesr®
ago, there ~wus perhaps not a French
Canadian Protestant, to-day there 18
one for every sixty-seven of the IrencD
Canadian Roman tatholic population B
Canada and the United States, SiVln‘.
one to every hundred and two lu Canads:

8. In the election of French Protestant®
to chief municipal offices, and their hold’
ing the balance of power in three 00‘“‘
ties, A5 was shown by the last electio?
in the Provinece of Quebec. a

The Pointe-aux-Trembies schools for.
the education especially of the youth of the
Roman Catholic families who may deé!
it, 'and especially to give them a knO¥]
ledge of the Word of God, have been 1085
and favourably known to the (J,D.Llfch'

' Imcreased accommodation has been pro’

vided for this work and the claims upo?
it also increase. Great vigiance is X
cised in the admission of pupils and in th
oversight of their studies. Hundred®
have already gone forth irom thesé
schools thoroughly indoctrinated in the’
Enowledge of divine truth, and many f0F
mer pupils are to-day filling importd®”.
positions all over the country, but esPe’
ially in Quebec. It is not too much vo
say that to these and other schools ap

means for reaching and instructing the
young, must the Church look in & lar8

measure for ultimately leavening i
whole mass of Romanism and emanciPs®
ing its siaves from its fetters. During b

last session twenty-one young men &%

e
women were- converted to Christ, “md

open prggession of their faith, and 59""':8
of them: expressed their desire to devo o
their lives to missionary work. Collg : e
College, situated in Ottawa, and als0 '
properiy of the Chareh, ander 1ts cmcwl‘,,
‘management affords the means of
ing a good education tu ycung ladlezm,
French and English, bosides other #€C port
plishments, and does away wich the D€
sity which many Protestant pare‘nbswe"
to sen e
daughters to Roman Catholic msf‘ihta&
tions. We regret to have to state v
the ordinary recelpts furrished bY .5
Chureh for this work were $2,210 and
last year than in the previous One’ha
but for a balance on hand would
left the commmittee in debt.

"Our Church is now well equiPP
this work, and as every possible cons
tion of religion, philanthropy and ot
otism calls upon her to Prosiol
it in falth and hope and contidenemt
ultimate triumph, we would cal‘ﬂn to
commend I, and those engaged 12 v nd
the - liberal support, to the prayer

ed for
eréd’
ltl el

sympathy of the whole Church, . %’




