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"i bail my Mar, witl nme wMien 1 was tliere last, and 1
dread tlie ibouglt of tîte long dayils wih ne kenned face near
nie. Milne is growing oId and frîtil like nyseif, and 1 ivili need
te spare lier ail I can. And now iili Voen let me have yonr
Allison Bain for n wile?"I

IlWe can tell yen nothîîng about lier except wîhat e have
seen since she came ie out houise," said Mrs. Humîe gravely.
Il It uas n risk out îaking lier ns %we diii, but we were sorely it
need of saine ene."

"But yen are net sorry that voet took lier lit your biouse?"
"Far frenttat ! SIte lias been a blcssing in our lbeuse, as

doubtless she would be in yoîîrs slîould site go witb yeu.'
IlThere is neotleubt but it would be te lier advantage to go

îitb you. And we could net prevent lier if site vshed te go
when her year îith us is ai an end," said MNr. Hume.

'IYes, it weould be better for bier te go. We onglItn nt it
linder lier," said bis ife ; but tlîey looked at one aneotier,
tbinking of Marjorie.

I thank yen bath gratefully for your kindness il% being
wilîng te spare lier te mue,» saiui Mrs. lEsselmont. «" But luIt
is only the begînning of nîy petîtion. The chîld l Maroie o
Woîîld it break your heart te part uvth lier for a wileWait,
let me say a wvord before yen refuse te itear me. l'he uiid ta

evidently groving stronger as site grows i der. Alison lias
helped lier, btît there is niorc in the change tlîan tat. I an
cerain-at least I have bope--iliat she ritiglit bu l.elped by one
whe lias been proved te have skill in dealîng witlî sucli cases.
Let me take Marjorie te Dr. Thorne, in London. lie is a
great plîvsîir-an and a good man. 1le is îny titend, and 1
know that wbatever c.în be dune for the .Iiltl lie can do, and
will be happy ini doing it. Think of yeîîr gentie, litile dari-
ing grown sneng and ivell, with a useful and hîappy lie befure
ber ! I

A rush of tears came te the eyes o! Mrs. Hume. The minîf-
ister uent ta the window and looked long on the swaying
branches of the firs, %licb %vero only jusi visible threnghi the
mist and thetain. Mrs. Esselniont laid herself back, on lier
pillow and waited.

"Weli 1Pl said she after a little.
Well, motiien ? saîd tîte ainister, sittîng down agatn.

"Speak, for us bath." saiîi his iife.
(Ta be con fin red.)

1OSSESSIOS.

l'va a river titat cornes freon the iîiuttains,
A river 1 nover have souri;

[t rushes in torrents and cascades,
Or slips soft ineadowa between.

I have islands encbantcd in sunset,
And Iill-tuli.4 that i. mile te God,

And mnty a wild, sweet patiîway,
Wbere nover ni>' fot have trod.

1 bave ntoora wlîere thte lbather la sprin-1iig,
And copsea o! furme and browîn;

Anîd fair green lanea îith thir liedges,
And thu priniroses ahl in blootît.

My lakes in tîte ioomliglt lie glicaîîiîîg,
WVhilo the ilow years conte and ge;

And the peaks o! the grand old ieounitimî,
Arc waiting fer ie, 1 kiîoîv.

1 bave frionds that are leal and tender,
Uplifting and glad amîd streng;

Tlough 1 kîîow net te.day their faces,
As tboy pasa with the busy throng.

Life niaybcho teeshort ta ind theni,
Tee fett4'red withî pain :md care,

But sure as 1 love them trul>'
Thu>' stili shah hoc mine somiewbere.

And yen wbeo'en now are holding
These treasurea I1nîay net sec,

If witlî ayes and with beartuninindful,
Le ! the>' are not te yen, but me!

For tho tbings tiiat we seemtî pcsîf.sed o!
May ho as the siîort-lived flovers;

But tbose thiat we love anîd long, fer,
Are ever and only ours.

Cara IV. Bronsoni.

11JIE LITERA RY INFLUENCE 0F TIIE RIBLE.

WVe are ver>' far froint claimiing the Bible as the enily
agency in creatingl thte bcanty anid ïtrengtli.of Emglisli and
Germtai iterature, but it la minply a mater o! fact thîitno
other causes have beeomsa epower!ui or se far-reaciig.
Without it thert; conld have been ne Miltotn,mie Carlyle,
Emerson or Ruskin, aîîd probably, if the secret influence
could bu discovered whichi created ancestral habits o!
thoughtfulness, ne Shakespeare or (3oethîc or aay of tte
gm-ot writcrs o! peasant enigin. We shiould have had
oabers undoubtedhy, but o! far imferior quality e!fitind anid
heart. Witen wo examinte the Bible witlî the sk-riiest
criticai ecyes we are coitpelled ta admit tîtat it iî great
cnonghb th ie cause o! ail whiclî wce have ascribud te

its influence. Witlteut spcakixtg of iLsi moral or religions
qualitics iL la ovident that iLs literar>' merits are suprenite.
Let an>'oe go tlirough iL fronti Genes8is ta eelation, anti
wbile bue wili find passages Lhint are now unspcakalhy
unintcrasting, yet on uev page wilho fonnd rmet pearl
o! great price, whichm, cn if it were net regarded as a
sacrait word, the buman race wothd tiever alic'w itself te
forget. *WViatever may bc thouglit of the sciuntiflc accu
racy o! the. irst chapters o! Genesis, few would bu willing
te have that. graphic and poetic accourit o! thie crcatîon
fada out o! thse nmnd. The Bible centainse vcry kind of
literature and ana furnisi specimans o! ecdi whiclî ana
hold thoir own with tho bcot that te rae bas ;îroduccd.
Its historical portions, besides being thte oidest attenîpts ta
trace the histor>' of! nikind, and describimig tho Divine

meotlod of dealing witli one of the inost gifted races of the
'vorld, arc related 'vitît a sinipliîity and directfloss wNhieli
tic Iter hiiterian lias surpassed. Its biographies, cliaptera
of lmant life, whun the race wvns young aind imon wore
vigorous in their virtues and great in tliir crimes, have a
vlîîrinî which cati nuver loge its powoer. No noveliat bas
ever wvritten a swceter titory titan the Bok of Rutht. No
dtratiitist lias over treatcd the univergal problenioofniant'a
dvstiny and Coi's ways ith iti with auch secing oye and
nnderstanding iart, "ail in gucli frep, flewingy outlinea,
grand in its sincerity, ini its situplicity, in its epic mlody
anîd repose of r-econciloînient." It is net its dovotional
eoutent alotie hich lias givon tho Book of Psalns it8
unie<ualled place ini the liturgies of Christendomn, but titis
is parti>' duo te the fact tltat it centains poctry of the
itobleat and inost inspiring quality. Even iii a prose
translation -a test which tio otiier great body o! pcema
lice Iloiner could survive-it appeais to the mind noieg
tittitto thut, ciatinits, and umitains îLe position, net
%veryitngl'y repetition tier eakening tliroughi lapseo of
yc.ars. IProbabIy tic portioni of the Biblo has aufl'ered se
inueli in translation as the Book of Proverbs; but nover-
tlteht'ss St. Jie' version contains sentences of exquiaite
litfrriry ithi'îh, wlîile the wvisdoin of the generatiens whicli
litivc followed lias nuver crystallized itseif in more concise
or coniincing ferit. Nor iii it the spiritual utterancea ef
tîtu prvl>htîi. ookti wlichl givu thenit tîeir oniy charin.
Genît, of poetry, having the Divine qualities whicli toucli
the imanginationi and ren(ier tîteir places in the literature ef
the worlti permanent, are te bc found in Isaiah and
Jerviniah. 'ritelîiterary qualitica o! the Bible have been
largely forgotten in te far greater grandeur of its religieus
and nmerail.ualities, but the sacred Book ceuld neyer have
retaineci the respect of acholara or, indeed, whlly ef the
ignorant, if it liad heen a crude, ircon<ite, and cenfuaod
junible, liko the Keran. It is certainly a matter of the
tîteat profouîîd congratulatien that a boek that was te be
rend daily ini se many homes, and weokly in ail the
elturciios, anîd whiclî ias te bu the first popular literaturo
o! se nîany nations, Hheuld bceat in such excellent
litturary fornt). Vhît itn influence bas been in the quick.
ening of imagination and thoughtfulness, and as an inspi-
ration of lîterature, eau of course nover ho measured, but
it iq only second te thé,nierai and religions influenci' it bas
.-Xerted. A large part of this resit ameng English-apeak-
ing people is due te the translatera e! eur pepular and

lut ue crhie!,. Whatever titis lacks in accuracy, it is
certaitily a " %vlI of E nglishi undeftled," and its place can
nover bc talcen by anything wlîichî la net its equial .- Pro vi-
dence journal.

1111P, JJ VSEAND) TUIE IJUfAN BODY.

Bori savago and seini-barbarona peeple have aiwaya
exbibited a great ropugnancu te any surgical operation,
lîewev'cr necessary, wvhich i ivol ves amputation. Thse
Nerthi China !kerald, ini cemnenting upon thia circuin-
tance, points ent that the Chinose have dlways shown. ttls
repuigîance, nos 0on acceunt o!fear of pain, for they are
patient tîîder ail kinds of phîysical suffering, but because
they look upon it as a duty te kcep the bedy intact. If
they submnit te the amputation of a limb, tlîey invariably
ask for the severed inember, and k-cep it in a box, te ho
huried in dite tinte withî tho owner. Sonîctimeî tlîey wili
actually ont it, thinking it onh>' right thiat t1kat %vhich has
been takemi frein the body should ho rettirned te it. On
tht' saine principlo an extracted toothi will bo carefully

prsr'dor -round te powder and swallowcd in water.
Another curions phiage o! the sanme idea is acon in the
hoe! that a sick parent cin bu cured b>' broth made from
lesh cut frein a living child, and it la iooked upen as a
iig:i o! filial picty for the cliil(i te submnit hirusoîf te an
operation for thent purpose. The child la aupposed te ho
o! te vital essence of the parent, and if a portion of this
essence ii returiied te the fonntain.hecad thse parent wifl bc

gatlv strcgtened. The peace-loving nature of tho
eîiinese is saitd te bu largely due te titis respect for the
human bedy. -Chîanbers' fJitr>uzL

TiiiC aiadiaLn Mutual Aid Association is net yet a
very 01(1 nenetary institution, but judging frorn the re-
port, appearing elsewhere in this issue, presentcd at tho
recent anitali meetin'g, it .lia certainiy made most satis-
factory progreas. Tîhe volume o! business is stoadily in-
creising and the affairs o! the Association arecenductcd by
menî wîîOv conipettnce and iztegrit>' invite confidence.

AT the thirt.y-eiglith annual meeting, held hast week
of the Wecsterni Assurance Company the directors woe ablo
te o .ua a most favourablu report, te bc founid in another
CUlmi i, cf the, comditiuît and transictions of titis prosperous
çomipan'. *The buis, oably nanaged, and wîth which
se niany promnînnt and rliable men are associatcd, shows
" miot gratifying expansion. The e Vskrn bas cvidamtly
" splendid future beforo it.

TnÈ Britisht Anerica Assurance Company has bocomno
an liî-i insttitti-n, iîaving heon in existence for over
bal! a c' rtlîry The' fifty sixtb nnuai meeting bas just
btL.n lid, and' the rcport; appcaring in another column,
pWr-àjmts a most, satisfactury showing. The extensive busi-
ness carrîed on b> the JBritish America resta on a solid
founidation. It is ably, intelligently, and caergetically
conducted by nmen whoso naines stand high in the niorcantilo
commnuiity.

lirftfî3b aub toe~.
THE Unitarian College is te ocenoved froîi London te

Oxford.
ON ane Chicago railroaad, trains are hîcaîcî by steaiti and

ligbted by clectricity- Bail- improveiiients wvork well.
OF the six and a liaI! :million Jews camstitmting the Jewish

Dispersion, about four millions are fouad in the East.
BISîmOP WRVLmLwilnet sitv on .secrate any building tuai

bas net secured an endownent and a ptermanent repaîr funîd.
Ar Chiathtam, the social ovenîngs înstituted by the Prcsby-

terians, as a ceenter attrac(titi tu the public litmse, are nîost
successful.

THiEODORE PiKR on readîng "jîidsoa's Lîfe," declared
that if missions baid prodticed but one sucli liera, aIl cosis
were repaid.

1- is proposed te place a lieztdtcne <'ver the grave in K*11.
eveodan ciurchiyard of Ewveni Maclaclilan, a mîeed G:elic

scbolar wMon died sixty-si-z ypars ng<î
A NIE'I'V of the laie King Cetewayo, afier six years in

Sweden, devoted ta tiîeological and other sîndies, bas gune
back te carry on mîission weork in lis native land.

ImîROX congregatien have reselved te apply to tlîe Presby-
tery ta moderato in a catil te Rev. David \V. Fonrest, M,A.,
Moffat, as stcebsur te the late lanîenîed Dr. Leckîe.

Ttik. NoYN Xett'b tempurnace itrat, by Recv. WVm. e,
sold te the extent of 5u,uuU vttl..iiî a fortaîiglît, and efthtîe
1Querîca," liy Rev. G. Kiiiglt, î4,vuu were suld in tlie sanie

tinte.
THE executors of the laite Mrs Kay, of Broughtton Street,

Ediaburght, bave paîd te Arcîîbîslîop bitait $5,oeo, wbicb she
becjueathed te ferai the nuticlens of a fmnd te bnîld a Roman
Catîîolic caîbedral in Edinoburghi.

AN aggregate meeting o! al the Li P. eIders in Ayr and
KtImarnock Presbyterial is to be held in tie latter town,
îvben an aduiress wiIl bc given by MNr. Gray, B.D., Irvine, on
the eîder's oversight of thme fock.

THE Rev. Thomnas Hill, of Willison Churchi, Dundee, wbo
was ordained in i846, and is the oldest aficiating clergyman
in that city, is about te appîy for a coileague and stîccessor on
the Cround o! lus advanced yoars.

THE faunodatien stene of tîte pedestal for te statue o! Dr.
Lang at Sydnîey, ivas laid by the Governor o! Nen South
Wales, on Sth Dece'nber. Aîîîong those presenit were the son
and daugbter, and other relations of Dr. Lang.

DR. JAMbEs McCOS11, ox-president of Princeton Coîlege,
bas in the Scribner's press tîte cnowning plîîlosoplîîcai wonk
o! bis long and fruittul lofe, tîte titîe o! whicb is ." 1- îrst and
Fundamentai Trtbs . A Treatibe un àMetap)hysiqes."

MR. JA.sîshb iD.î, a mreiiber of the clmrcb who edîts
the l'erthshire Adicjt.ser, os about te pnblish a werk n tîvo
massive volumes dealing with the ecilesiasica history of Scot-
land duing the early part o! the seventeenth century.

TuE Rev. James Pattersen, c! Ballater, baving expressed
bis desire te accept the eau ta Behgrave chuircht, London, tbe
Pnesbytery o! Kincardine O'Neil decided in accordance there-
wihb; but the congregation have appeaheul te the Synod.

LENZIE Free chircnieîn wbo ]lave been %vorshipping in
the Union Churcb îitb the U. .s, are dissatisficd about tbe
introduction o! the organ, and are thinking of forming a
separate congregatian. The Union Church is in a fleurisbing
state.

THE Duke ef Athole lias written te Dunkeld 1resbytery
thanking ttiem for thteir addrcss on the occasion of bis silver
wedding, and assnninog thteni that the Duclîess and be would
always do îvbat tbey could te furtiier tbe interests et the
Cburcb.

MFssRS. DuFFY, o! Dublin, Romtan Caîbolic booksellers,
bave just published a new editian of the I)onay Bible, with tbe
usuai notes and continîents, ai a miodenate pnice. The edition
has tbe sanction o! the Romisb arcbbishîops and bisb 9ps o!
Iretand.

THE total population o! India nîay be put at zoo millions;
less tban four millions are under instructioni; and of thîs num-
ber, ninety-four per cent. are only learning te read and write
in tbe vernacular, and te practise tbe simplesi miles o!
aihmetic-

DR. JAES 'Cosni, ex-president o! Princeton, is ex-
pected te be present ai next Frec Cburcb Genenai Assembhy.
He and Mr. Lard, the '%eoderator-elect,.are the only minîsters
now living wbo veretniembers o! tîme old Established Presby-
îeny o! Arbnoatb.

A CONVERT O! the MISSIn1Oth te ReforeidPreshyterian
Cburcb, o! Inclaad, at Antiecli, whienc Rcv. Dmr. lMartin as sta-
tîoned, bias !.cen mundened on accoui of bis religion n a neot
by Greek cburcbmien. The Foreign Office is usîng ils influence
te bave the murderers punished.

CARDINAL Lr:ntocmîowvssm, fermente Arcbbishop o! Posen
and Primate o! Pohand, is dcead. ie was imprisoned mnder
the Faik Laws, but %vas nccascd on condition tbat be go
abroad. Tbeneafterhbc resmded n Reone. l'epe Lco stiowved
blion great kindncss and consulîed iitî Iin.

THE fine insurance trust is pnoving a great success, tbe
business done durinz the rinst qiarten ainuntiag tri£92a 7
wiîb proposaIts in band te tite ainuont of £Z0o, i 5o, whicb, if
accepîed, wilh brng thetottalinl about liai! a million. There
have beer. ne lasses on r.hurclî onr manse buildings.

COI.EBROOKE R IOW Vcongnegatieiî is tbe vneanestie thecenîne
o! London, and bas te contend wvith continuai nmigration te
tht subunhs ; yei dluring te part yean, under Dr. Thiam
Davidsnn, it bas more ibara aiintainedil s position. Tht
Agicultunal Hall services are as well atcnded -as eer.

DR. VumTELAW, O!fhilmarnock, lIme wllklnown Bible
commcntazor, bas compleîed thet îwcnty-f!tb ycar o! bis roin-

i sny ; and on a recent Sunday semi-jublec services wenc con-
ducted la bis cburcb, when Prnincipal Cairns prechcbd twice,
Dr. WVhitelaw himscl! ofriciatingz in the aftcrnoan ;îhe.attend-
anco: was vet y large.

Titi-. Rtv. 3ohn Smith, of Iioîughion I'Iace, Edtnbull, in
reply te a deputation fnom Ca-rruibbcîs Liose mission, askîng
him te decline the 4cal te Clareniont Cbuncb, Glasgow, said
the interests o! bis prescrnt congregatian bad Lcnlainhy a prier
claim on him. At the samie lime lit frankly siatcd tbat the-
dlaims of Glasgow and the Cburch as a wholc must have bis
seieus consideration. H-e bas receîvcd a requisition !rom the
eiders, iiemrbers and adberents of Brouglitotî Placcs witb eover
i,Soo sgnaures urging him te renains.


