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7O il IX 1ILi. 1 *'RN 0 VER TH1E REI>ENTING

"Likeni,'e 1 a unto plu, thiere i% joÙy in the lireience of
the anfl aJ od over une 'inner thtat repentais: I Luka:
Mv 10.

WVlilst sonie ai tlic Old laid New Testament allia-
sions ta angcls .re oniy as gleams ai liit imîi clouds
and darknicss, dicte niay bc abtaincd, throtigh the
mnediumt of not a fic% af themi, preciaus and profitable
views af angclic thoughit and fecling-ai tiîc c.,a-ltcd
intelligence, the hioliincss to thc Lard, the ardent inter-
est in "lthe great înyster a of ius Goti iianiiest
in the flielt," and thc Ilgood wiil taovard> iincn,' per.
vadiîîg the iiiightyjays af thase mrnng stars of cre-
atian, the angels of God. IlWlîen tic founadations oi
the c.arth werc laid the marnaing stars sang together,
and ai the sons of Gad bhauted for joy." When Jcstta%
was born in si Btlehem an angcl joyiully conve) cd thc
glad tidings ta the >Iliepherds an the plain. To the
wanien, whani love ta tic Saviaur was drawing sitar
tas tic >epichre, an langel joyiully said, " Caie sec
the place wherc the Lcrdl lay.*' And after the "'great
multitude wvhicl na man cnid numiber" shal -stand
before the "throne and berare theLîw, the angcls
<accar-ling ta the inpired reprcsentation of thie.ipo.,te
John> wiii joyiuily byiIpathizie witii the praises of the
redecmed, wiii say "lAmen"I tu theair prie, andasoi
ate thoewith praises ai their cain. But %vheii je-us
said IlThere is joy iii tue presence of the aîîgels of
Gad aver ane sinnser dhats rcp)entethi," lic ball in view
an abject are granîd and sublime, ane ai far greauci-
marnent than iiereliy ta convey thc cheering truth that
angels rejaice over Uic fiartherance of tlic highiest in-
terests af inan.

Wc do not rend there is joy avîzoeng the angels of
God aver anc sinner that repentoth. WcI believe that
ta bc truc, but flot Mue truth specially tatighu by dais
passage of scripture. There is joy in the presence
<mare literally be.ore thte firee) af thase -ingels af Cod
wvha humbly anti adoringly veit their lares with their
wings belare "the exccllent glary." The joy ai which
ive litre rend is ciearly t/ici'v o.f yhovah in the lare-
sence ai the lîoly angels. That sucli is thc nieaning
ai tixis great mtatemaent is abuîîdantly caniirmed b>' the
cantext. The gicat truth it cantains is --tprecietusgcni
surraunded by beautifual parzabalic represe;ntaItians, and
ever anc of thase parables tend ta help tas tal enter
marc and more fully into the spirit ai aur text.

in the parable ai tic last shecep the awner ai the
sheep is rcpresentcd as rcjaicing in the presence ai his
friends and neigbars, saying, I'Rejaice z'iti nie, for
1 bave found my !,laera whichi was last." In the par.
able ai the piece ai silver the womrna ta wharn i be-
langed is rcpresented as rejaicang in the prescnice ai
her friends «anc i eighbors, sayirg, "lRejaice -.,,jtA ie,
for I have found tI,"ý piece wvbicb I lad last." In the
parable ai the prodigal son the father as rep.-esented
as rejoicing in thc presence ai bis servants, zaying,
"Let tis cat and rejoice: for this my ban was deaL' andi
is alive again, wvas loist and is iound.""Lkr,,
the joy aver anc sinner that rcpentcth is the jay ai
Ilthe Father ai Spirits " in the presenace ai bais "haly
angcIs;" a jay sa abounding as distinctly ta nlicet ihecir
spiritual recagnitions and touch their spirit in thcir
camnxunraigs witli their Gad, a îay wvith which tht-y arc
invited ta synipathize, and in which, according ta Uic
capabilities ai thear nature, a laving Fatlier wishes
thern ta sîxare.

Our subjcct, thon, is this:-Tîe joy o~f "lue F41ter
if.soirils" Il oer one sirnner thal reernieiii.

Let us constater the accasian ai that divine joy-ind
the jay itsell.

1. lis occauion. -Repentancc--a great change--a
change aifznnd-a change in tlie state and moral
relations of an imai-tal saui-and that it causes sucb
jay in the infinite mind, tells mare iarcibly than any
language could express that it mnust be an event oi
transcendant marnent. Haw differently the same
event as somites viewed by different beings andI
fromr diffécrent îvarlds? On that ever-memarabie
noianng, thc d-iwn oi a botter day tc' the nations, wbcn
a babe lay ani a stable at Biethlehem, wliît a contrasi
or feelings an earth and in hecaven. Pebpic wbo lad
been staying ail nigbt at tlic crowdcd inn, prabably
taikcd in the marning abaut tic stable and tbc babe
that lay in the manger, and did sa in a tane vcry dif-

ferenit frovai timat ai tlic angel whai atidresseti tlîc slcp-
lierds on tlie plain; saine ai dtis, perlî*ps, sp)Cakaaîg
with imcnsiderate levity, othiers %%ith a touîch oi
hîunanity andi tenderness, but ail af itai utterly desti-
tunte ai the idea tiîat an event hîad -,iiNt accurred au
whicli the cye ai propiecy land been fixcd lai- ages,
an whîicb the cyc ai "the Fatiier ai iiercies" iit becai
fixacai "fraîn ci erlasting "- % ei nt, thc influecec ai
%vliieli ivas ta qpread thrauglu ail suîbsettueiit uîaîîe, and
its resuits ta ixîclude blesiedaîie>s anti giory tu aaî ira-
nutnicrabie amutitude for ever and t -cr!

peaitauice unta ic-on cartx it often attracts but little
andi soaîietimec' scarceiy an>' atteaition, but aver it tiierc
is jay inetiie prescricc ai the angcls ai Gaod.

Cault i e adequatcly estianate tue î.due afi a sojul
coulai ie realize acquate ideas ai the ap~paling pot,-
sibilities ta ininuet iiinds ira a fuatuare Ntate--couid
imagination scale the laciglits ai licai camly glory, tiens,
but not tilt tiien, could i e ideqtiitely estianate tlîe
valuie aina iimportance' i repentance tinau lire. Wb.ît
thien is repenitanice aauio lire. 'lie tusî e t da
question in the Asseniihly's .-ltcchtsiii is iiortii> ai re-
gard: it is "a baviiig grace %IuiacrCby a sinier, auat of
-a true sense afitlis sin, andt aiipi-eben'.ion ai tlîc imcrcy
ai God in Christ, doth, with grief aimd hiatreai of lis
bits, turn iroans it ainta Goul, vitia full lui-pose ai, anti
endeavomi alter, ncw abecdicaicc." 1 t lias ta d'î %% aîh
tue understandimg, the licart. tie wiii. andtie Uc\ecti-
tive facaity" of the bouli. lu anal lailles, tliaught, feeling,
chiaicC, and the car-ying aout af ail tiiese stato', af sotil,
iii ictuaily returning ta the Locd: andi ail tha'. is i ivadly
iîhistrateai in thie irable oi tleclurodigal bon.

lie is i-CI)i-scratCt as becoiiimg,- cansciaus ai a
change ai thiought anti feelinig, and ai a nie rcsoIc;
a,. i1:iskim, it2bfis, own folly antd degraulatian, tuant
andi wartblcssness, ai lais ftlater's, chai-acter, Jacasse .and
resalaices:a 'h~ tbrag iti inluleti, sensbible
ai destitution anîd dernerit, de'..irang ta bc donc iili
pradigality, andtnionti>ly cancerniet ta occup> any
place, lowcî'er haîumble, ii tais fàtlicr', bous,ý as i -
sohin- ta caniess tais iaults, ta Iclnolvlcdge Ilis'îtter
tanwoitliness, ta cast liinseif on bis iattier's love andI
compassion- ani -as acting out aIl tlaese stites -If
mvinti by aribing andi going ta bais laitier. Sucli a: the
represcîmtation given by a gi-cal Teachier ai tbc cle-
nmcntary qualities ai truc repentance.

Il. The jo, iYsd: 1 t is the jo> ai "Iu thtair oi
Spirits;" andi tIin andi Iiiinited as arecuirt vicia, > et
inay ive be enablcd, iii the liglat af iSci-ipture, ta recog-
nize qualities, characteristics, ciements ai tuat dii anc
joy, ai wiich, ivitix revereiiceovC ina> ventai-e ta spcak.

"Gatcd is lave;" and gratificatian ofithat iuumeasur-
-able love musit bc an ali-pervasive tliraent ai the gr-cat
joy. Blut tîxere are additionai vies aof tiat joy ai great
manment ta tn.\i-)us enajuirers. WViien a soul becaînes
decply sensible ai ils sinfuincss, alairica b>- an itvak
eneti conscience, -anai filled i itli caîmcern ta t'ind a sure
basas ai horse, the îuiuizlîo ai ts thiatiglits and feelings
uvili flot be perma-nentiy, calimned until cvm.bied ta ]loo,
confidingly to Gad in Christ, a just Gell anti a Savioua'
irbo, irbilst cielighîing in nicrcy, is rightcDus in ail lais
ways, ,andi hai> in ail tais %varks.

To daubimg bauts wc carnestly subrnat tue following
consitieratians:'-

îst. The îbougbî ai tbe justice ai God siotîhld bc
alarming, not ta those wlia wish ta draîv iaigh, oaîly ta
tbase whio continue "Ia obey unrighîtcousness." The
righîeous Lard iavetb rigbteousness - ioî'eth lail that as
riglît. As Goti conimmndcth ail mcii overywbchre ta
repent it must be right ta repent Lac ing aI thiat j3
right, Gosi loves tIrat stase ai soual,1 aid, as a rg/a'cous
God, rejaicetb aver anc sinner that repe7nteth.

2nd. The thouglît ai tic balincis ai Goti shoui flot
disc'uiage an>' sînner an eartb who w'îshes flot omily ta
bc pardaniet but ta bc cleansed fi-arn Il "Te tiai>)
anco ai Isi-ae is ai purer ryes thaui to beholti cvii, -and
cannat loal, on iniquity- saying, 0 do flot thuat abaom-
inable tlîing that 1 bate.",

Whiist the siniuîlness ai timase iv'lo pei-maincntly
"trefuse to return" becomes dc per andi deeper, darkecr
andI dai-ker. ta be perpeated bryand eal -andI titre,
the siniser tbat repents and surnis ta the Lord is flot
aniy pai-doncai anti accepts ini tlîe belovcd, but fri-rn
flint date is iu surh spiritual relation4; ta Codi in Christ
as la heranie "saurd:ifid /lrouCu, bi filri, " «and thc
compicte rcmnoval, stse iiier teraninntiaii ai al] the sin
fuiness ai thnt sou], being, nt thiesame rie, a distinct
diminution in the great empire af the King af kings,
af îbc abominable thing that bie tintes, it stemns clear
tiat no,! only firq Ioi'ing intei-cst in tie anc individual

soul but ilso front regard ta the lessening ai tic col-
lective amaunit ai moiral cviliIn the universel tle
Fatiier ai Spirits, as a ho/y Goit, rejoicetli aver une
!-innier that repentetît. But tlie greatmess afiliîat je)
64 %%lmo can coilprelicnd?"I It is the gratification, nos
ornly ai tlic lavc, btit ai the wlmole moral chai-acter ai
flic great andi ever blcssed God.

As the darkness ai night passes ny before the
rays ai the ribing suis, Sa shaouid doubts, firs, andi
unbcaaçf pass away iroiti tilt spirit of binners, ei'en iit.
chiel, as the ill-graciaus nnd ali-gioriaus tristi daivn. .
on thecir boulý, thuat tiere isjoy in tlic presence ai the
angcis of God-tic loy af thie "lhaiy" and "sihe>-
Fatbcr ai Spirits -aver anc sinner that repentetît.

F-. 17-1/1-R, TA £L I Y HIA D.

Il &athcsiîîg iiiickly a'et iîîy iead, anti loud
lithrabudrr aisrs aba"csac. Se, 1 bsad
Like line 4%%~ iltiered i 1Fatlier, take nîy hiantl.

l'ie way is luaig, niy Fatiier I anti ny -.out
lx1~ lai.&1ý e the itt anti quiet of the goal ;
Wlîîlyt 1 journey ilbrough this sîeary landi

Ketii'ue fa.. andh, nay liathcr, lk ran y tond
't'le a utcfough suydrg lailier, uc t nîy anti.
li 'as pierceed nie, anîd iny (cet, ail sutr
A1nti hlecdliig, mai-k the way. l'et Tlay cormmanti
l3idc ie pre.,s iorward. Father, take sny banti.

11ie cross as licavy, Fatiier'. I have l'rne
t long andi still do bear it. Lt nuy woi-l

Andtilbectisg spiuit mise ta that blcàt landi
W Vlaciecrowns are gtvn. Fattier, taktny hand.

TuEIL "-CANNOT B'UT" IN ELOQUENCE.

Sa nîany series ai Lectures an Prcacbing bave.bccn
deiivercd andi publishied, and sa, mucli lins bcen said
about inuai idtial metbods and characteristics, that
there as saine danger lest aur young imen àhoulai graw
ta bc the simitators ai others, and forget that in a large
degrecelciqaicuce as independent ai aI peculiarities
andaies behinai persanality, iîshîg thant preciscly as at
aises atiier tbings in its eagerness ta attaîn its end.

... The gicat ting ta be remcnmbercd by ai l it
-) ulai bccome efficient cubher ini the pulit or on h

piatirn is, that nothing cari bc iveli said which docs
not compel itself ta bc said. The irrepressibie is ai-
%va) b claquent, anai tiiere is nauhing cloquent %vhicli ib
not also irrepressible. This is the case in the kindreti
arts aiimusic, paetry, and paîniting. The rcally effec-
tive nmusic is that îvbch, so ta say, sangs itseif. Wbicn
a youth came ta Mozart and isked bainu how ha sliouit
begin ta compose, the great mans advised 1dim ta watt.
"*But," repica the youtiî, "lyoî camposed inucli
carlier." "Sa I did," ias Uhc answer, "but tiien 1
asked nobody about it." Equally the true paemi is
tiat îîliiclt the poet cannot heip producing. It is in
him,' andi insists an mnking expression for itseli. Tht-
thougbts breathec, and therefore the words burn. In
flic saine way the finest pictures take hold ai the
artist, andi will, not leave hlm until bie bas giî'cn ithen
permnanence upon bis canvas. Those which bep'iaits
sinxply because he must paint samethimg, are comn-
snoniy inierior productions; huit the creations wvhiciî
passcss bara, andI whicb hce can get i-id of ciybv giv.
ang thern shape andI fann, are such as tbriii the
bebolder with deligbit. Naw the mane rmie balds ivitît
elaquence. It cannot be mnade ta oarder, andI lience
always wlben the speaker is trying ta risc tal sane oc.
casion, or ta say somicthing whicli hie conceivcs wili be
approprîaite,he fails. Inspar.itianc cns onlywivàhtlic

caQ-nnot but." WVhen the mani feels that hie "'cannat
but" speak, lais utterance "Icannot but" be pawerful.
WVhen it cames ta be witb hlmi as it uvas wîtb the
prophect wlîcn lic says, "His word was in miane hcara
,as a burning lire sliut up in iny bancs, and 1 was
v.car> with farbearing, andi 1 couli flot stay;" aor when
lie fcels, hike Pauil, that necessaty is laid upon haas,
yea, woe is unt fainm if he prcach nat the gospel, then
bais sermons %vill bc cloquent in spite ai aih the ecceut-
tricities b> tihich, ho nia> bc characterized, andi even
in spite ofilbis lack ai wbat the warid colis palîsh.
Wc do flot undervalue culture indeed, but culture
witbout tdais inuer ti-c is natbing botter than the polîsb
an tue cold mai-ble, because at Jacks tb? lie. Andi
even îîherc that fire exists, there needs ta bc gri-ct
caution lest in attcnding ta the culture the rire smoulit
bc avcriaii «and cxtinguisbcd, for cverything tiat
mauis the speakcr's minai fi-rn bais great absarbîng assi,
anda fixes it upon himisclf, daes by so niuch abstract
its; powcr fram. bis speech. Mr. Gough once tlai uis


