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¢ Well,” said I, * as far as salary goes [ am prepared to
vote for an increase to $1,500 and a parsonage. 1 don't
live on less than twice that.” .

Mr. Hardeap stuck his hands down resolutely into his
pockets and groaned audibly.

“Jam aftaid we can’t get it, Mr. Laicus,” said Mr,

Wheaton.  *¢ I believe a minister ought te have it, but I

don't see where it is coming from.  We mustn’t burden the
H "

patish. .

o And I believe,” Tretorted, “that the labourer is worthy
of his hire ; and we maust not hurden the pastor.”

« For my part,” said Mr. Hardcap, 1 won't give my
consent to a dollar over $2,200 a year. 1 ain't goin’ to en-
cour:l(;e ministerial Juxury nohow.”

s \Well, for my part,” said Mr. Wheaton, *1 don't care
so much about l{m. But we must have a first-rate man.
He has to preach here in the summer time to city congrega-
tions. They are critical, sir, critical.  And we have got to
have just as good a man as the Broadway Tabernacle.  But
as to paying a city salary, that you know 1s absurd, Mr.
Laicus. We can't be expected to do that’

« Bricks without straw,” murmured Mr. Gear.

Just then the post office vindow opened and we all made
arush for our mail.  But before we separated we agreed to
hold a formal meeting at my house a week from the follow.
ing Thursday evening for a further canvass of the whole
matter.

Meanwhile, I am perplexed by the double problem that
our informal meeting has suggested. 1 have been sitting
for half-an-hour pondering it. The children have long since
gone to bed. I have finished my cvening paper, and
written my evening letters.  The fire has burned low, and
been replenished. chnie sits by my side engac-d in that
modera imitation of Penclope’s task, the dawning of stock:
ings. And for half-an-hour only the ticking of the clock and
the sighing of the wind outside have disturbed the silence of
the room,

¢ Jennie,” said I at leagth, “When I told you to-ntght
of our talk at the post office you said you hoped w.. would
geta {oung man. Why 2"

*Why ?" said Jennie.

“Yes,” said I, *“ I ean understand why Mr. Hardeap
wantsa young man. Itis for the same rcason that he employs
half-taught apprentices in his shop. They are cheap,  Of
course our good fricnd Maurice Mapleson, with nether wile
nor children can more casily lay up money on $1,000 a year
than Mr. Elder with bis five children can on $1,500 or
$2,000. But I don't think you and I, Jennie. ,want to
economize on our minister.”

¢ T am sure we don'y, {ohn," said Jennie. .

“ And I can understand why Mr, Wheaton wants a young
minister.  Young ministers do draw better, at least at fisst,
There is a rentain freshness "and attactiveness in youth,
Curiosity is sct agog in watching the young minister, and still
more in watching his young bride. A ministerial honcy-
moon is & godsend to a parish.  Whether we ought to hire
our pastor to set curiosity agog and serve the parishas a
nine days' wonder may be a question.  But I suspect that
we very often do.  But, Jennic, I hope you and I don't
want a mirister toserveus as food for gossip.”

“]zm sure not, John,” said Jennie.

“Why is it then, Jeanie,” said I, *“that you and I want
youth in our minister 2 Young lawyers and docters are not
in requisition. Age gencrally brings confidence cven
when it does not cndow with wisdom, and I behieve that
{ud ¢ Eall's principal qualification for his office was his bald
xeaﬁ and gray beard. When you discovered a couple of gray
kairs on my head 2 Lule while ago, I was dehighted. 1
should like 10 multiply them. Every gray hair is worth a
dollar. Dr. Curall has hard work to get on in s profes-
sion hecause he is 5o young, and looks still younger than he
is. Ifthere werc such a thing as gray dye it would pay him
to cmploy it. Lawycrs and doctors must be old— nnmsters
must be young. \Vhy, Jenmc2”

* Perhaps,” said Jennie, **we want in our ministers
enthusiasm more than wisdom.”

*“Enthusiasm,” said L. That might do for the Methn-
dists  But it does not apply to the Congregauenalisis, and
the Episcopalians, and the staiud and soler Prestwterians.”

“1 don’t know about that,” said Jennic. *¢\What we
want of our preachers is not so much nstructicn as inspira-
tion. We want some body not to think for us but to set us
to thinking.  Our souls get sluggish, and they want 1o be
sirred up. I do not want somebady to prove the authority
of the ten commandments, John, but some one 1o make me
more carnest io obey them.  Ido not care much about Dr.
Argure’s learned  exposition on the doctriac of atonemcent.
But I do want some onc who shall make me realize more
and more that Jesus dicd for me.”

¢ And what has that to do with youth, Jennie,” smid 1.

“1 Jon't know,” sud Jennic, thoughtfully ;s * unless it
is that the truthscems somchow new and fresh to the young
minister.  Besides, st 1s not youth, John, altogether. It is
freshness and warmth, and enthusiasm, and spintual hfe.
Mr. Beecher is not young, nor 1s Spurgeon nor Dy, 1iail,
nor Dr. Tyng, nor John B. Gough.  But they are all popu-
far. Father Hyat isn’t young, john, but Thad rather hear him
than Dr. Argurc any day.”

I'rather think Jeanie is right. It is not youth we want at
Wheathedge, but spiritual life and carnesiness. At least it
is to be thought of.p

But 35 1o salary—how are we to get a first-class man at a
thizd class salary puzzles me. 1 shall have to refer that to
Mz Wheaton.  Heis the financier of our church, I belicve.

{ 70 be continued.)

TRANS i"l. YANIA SUPERSTITIONS.

The greatest luck which can befall 2 mortal is to be born
on Easter Sunday while the bells are singing; but it is not
lucky to dic on that day.  The spoon with which the Easter
¢f 3 have been removed from the boiling pot is carefully
reasured up and worn o the Belt by the shepherd § it gives
him the power to distinguish the witches who seck to molest
his flock. Peshaps the most importanmt day in the year is

St. George's, the 23rd of April (correspunds to ou. Sth of
May), the eve of which is still frequemly kept by occult
meetings taking place at night m lonely caverns or within
ruined walls, and where all the ceremonies usual to the cele-
bration of a witches' sabbath are put into practice.  The feast
itsell is the great day to beware of witches, to counteract
whose influence square-cut blocks of green turf are placed in
front of eachdoor and window. Thisis supposed cffectually
to bar their entrance to the house or stables, but for still
greater safety it is usual here for the peasants to heep waich
all night Ly the sleeping cattle,  This same mght is the best
for finding treasures, anl many peuple spend it an wandenug
about the hills trying to probe the canby fur the gold st con-
tains. Vainand futile as such researches usually are, yet
they have in this couni.y a sumenhat greater scmblance ot
reason than in wmust other parts, for perhaps nowhere clse
have so many successive nations been forced 10 secrete their
riches in fiying from an enemy, to say nuthing of the numer-
ous veins of undiscurvered guld and silver which must be
seaming the country in all directions. Not a year passes
without bringing 10 light sume earthen jar cuntaining ol
Dacian coins or golden vrnaments of Ruman ongin, amd all
such diszoveries serve to feed and heep up lhc national
superstition.~- Z%e Nineteenth Century.

WHEN JACK IS 7ALL AND TWENT Y.

When {ack is tall and twenty,
We know what Jack will do.
With girls so sweet and plenty,
He'tl ind him one to woo.
And svon.the lover’s twilight
Will hear a story told,
And Jack will dicor fly sky high
Lour sahe of hair of gold.
Hearken, Jack, and heed me—
Ponder what | say !
*Tis fools are sold for locks of gold, _
For gold will teen to gray.

But Jack, if truth be spoken,
Is simple Jack no morc;
1f gold his heart has broken,
"Tis scarce the gold of yore.
e wots of duwet for daughters
Not all in ringlets rolled ;
To beauty steel'd, his heart will yield
To stamped and minted gold.
1learken, Jack, and heed me—
Ponder what I say !
If gold hath wing, as poets sing,
Then gold may flect away.

When Jack goes forth a-wooing,
I Jack has heart or head,
And would not soon be rucin
‘The hour that saw him \\‘cg,
e will not pine for graces,
Nor cringe for wealth to hold,
But strive and dare by service fair
To win aheart of gold.
Harken, Jack, and heed me—
Ponder what I'say !
The gear will fiy, the bloom will die,
But love will last for aye.

—Frederick Langlridge, in Goad Wonds.

SLAVE HUNTING IN AFRICA.

Ve discovered that this horde of banditti was under the
leadership of several chiefs, but principally under Karana
and Kiburuga,  They had started sinteen months previously
from Wane-Rirundu, about tharty miles below Vinya Njara,
Yor cleven months the band had Leen raiding successfully
between the Congo and the Lubuanun, on the left bank.
They had thea undertaken to perfurm the same cmel work
Lietween the Biyere and Wane-horundu,  On looking at my
map I lind that swh aterntory within the area described
would caver 16,200 square miles un the left and 10,500 on
the dght bank, cqual to 34.570 syurre nules—just about
2,000 sqquare wiles preater than hieland-—~inhabited by about
1,000,000 pe ple. 1 was permitied in the alternoon to see
the human hanest they Lad gathered- rows upon rows of
datk nakedness, relieved here and thiere by the whitedresses
of the captors. These are lines or groups of naked forms
vpright, standing, or moving about histlessly.  There are
countless naked childrens, many mere infants, and oceasion.
ally a drove of alsolutddy naked old women bending undera
basket of fuel or hananas, who are dnven through the
maving groups hy tvo or three musheteers. 1 observe that
magtly all are fcttered ¢ youths wath wron tings round thar
neeks, through which a chain, tike ¢ne of our buat anchor
chains, is rove, sccuring the captives by twenties. The
children over ten arc sccured by three copper nings, the
mothers by shorter chains, around whom thar respective
progeny of infants are grouped, hiding the cruel iron links
that fall in loops or festoons over their mothers’ breasts.
After realizing the extent and depth of the nusery presented
to mc, I walked about as in a kind of dream, whercin I saw
thiough the darkness of the night the stealthy forms of the
murderers crecping toward the doomed town, its inmates all
asleep, when suddenly flash the light of inndished torches,
the sleeping town is involved in flames, while volleys of
musketry lay low the frightened and astonished people. ~ The
siave traders admit they haveonly 2,300 captives in this
fold ; yet they have aided through the length ard breadth
of a country larger than Ircland, bearing firc and sPrc:ding
carnage with lead and iron : 138 villages and forty-t! . ec dis.
tricts have been wasted, out of which is onli' cduced this
seant profit of 2,300 females and children and abost 2,000
tusks of ivory ! To oblain these 2,500 siaves they must
have skot a round number of 2,300 people, while 1, 300 more
died by the wayside through scant provisions and the inten-
sity of their hopeless wrclchedness.—2%¢ Congo.—1. A,
Stanley,

Kﬁrigsji -;l_;‘tb Foreign.

A CONFERENCR on total abstinence is to Lc held at Inver-
ness in September next.

In Denunark, if a publican makes a man drunk he is
obliged to send him home in a cab.

A SuNpay closing bill fur Sweden is about 10 become
law. It provides also for carhier closing on weck days.

AN anonymous moember of the nglish Presbyterian
Church has sent a cheque fur $15,000 to assist the China
ussion,

Bisune FrASER, preaching at Bolten, said that if intem-
perance slew its theusands, licentiousness slew its tens of
thousands,

Rrocwy, in Tennessee, Tom Hughes's experimental colony,
now has Lietween 350 and 4oo tahabitants, only onehalt of
whom are English.

Casan Macoontn was fired at with apistol on a recent
Suaday might an New Bond Street, London. A pellet
passed through his hat.

Tue lstablished Presbhytery of Dundee has resolved to
admit to the Church of Scotland the congregation of St.
Jol’s Church of England chapel, Lochee-road.

THe candidates for the Enfield division of Middlesex,
Viscount Folkestone, Conservative, and Mr. John Kempster,
Labweral, are buth abstainers, and support local option,

Mg, HAMER Bass, M.P. and brewer, says he should be
glad to see the establishment of county boards, which would
among other things regulate the liquor traffic, and constitute
a kind of local option.

Tue Rev. James Mayo, of Cambridge, has been fined $25
for assaulting an invalid gentleman as he was being wheeled
dowi, the stzeet in a bath chair, but chose the alternative of
a month’s imprisonment.

Tue Frercl Government has bought the portrait of Victor
Hugo by Beizel, which will be placed in the Luxembourg
Gallety,  This 1s considered the best postrait of the poet.
1t is dated March 11, 18S;.

Tue ex-Empress Lugenie, in a recent letter to Monsignore
Guddard congintulating lum on s jubilee, sneaks of hersell
as alo: ¢, the sole remnant of a shipwreck that proves how
fragile and vain are the grandeurs of this world,

Mg, Beamisit, chairman of the Coventry board of.
guardians, says he has never scen a tectotaller come to the
workhouse for relicf, and he has made inquiries at fificen
other workhouses and found a similar state of things.

Mg, WiLiiam MACKINNON, of Ballinakill, who is spoken
of as the moderate Liberal candidate for Argyleshire, is a
Free Churchman of the Begg school, who was opposed to
union, and who is not likely 10 support disestablishment.

A New Holy Family, by Corregio, has been discovered
and restored, through the efforts of Herr Penther, the cus-
todian of the Vienna Art Gallery. The picture has been
recoloured no fewer than thiee times. It is, however, un-
spoiled in the principal details.

REv. WiLLiay Wesn, of Broughton, son-in-law of Dr.
Thomas Guthrie, has lately retired from the active duties of
the pastorate after a ministry of upwards of forty yeats. The
antachment of his flock was Iatcly manifested by a handsome
preseat to Mr. Welsh and his wife.

Mx. SrurcroN, who has been spending ten days at Ben-
more as the guest of Mr. Duncan, preached to a congregation
of 4,000 on the lawn before the castlc on a recent Sunday
evening.  This is the third occasion on'which the eminent
preacher has discoursed at the same spot.

Tur ascent of Mont Blanc has been accomplished in
twelve hours, direct from Chamouaix, by Mr. E. A, Evans,
of Chester, England, with three guides. This is consider-
ably the quickest ascent yet made.  The party crossed the
glaciers below the Grandes Mulets by moonlight.

Mr, Wnn1am PaToN, an clder in the Free West Church,
Kilbirnie, who often assisted at religious meetings in the
homes «f the peeple, has died in his cighity-sixth year. In
his youth he was a noted swimmer and athlete. ” He en-
gaged in public religions work till within a few months of
his death.

AT the unveiling of the Lust of the late Dr. Lindsay Alex-
ander at Augusune Church, Ldinburgh, it was mentioned
that there will saon be published a volume of Dr. Alexander’s
Lectures on Ecclesiastes, to be edited by his son, and also a
volume of sclected sermons from unpublished MSS., with a
sketeh of their author’s life and work,

Two fresh names have been added to the roll of the Congo
martyrs.  Rev. Alexander Cowe, who arnived at San Salva-
dor un Jhe 15t of May, was autached by fever twelve days
aftcrwards and dicd on the 21st of that month.  On Junc §,
at Underhill Staton, Rev. WL F. Cotingham also dicd of
fever ; he had only arnved on May 135.

MR, GrokuE A. KoLLo, who was bred a farmer and 1e-
solved to devote imself to Foreign Mission work, was or-
dained 1o the clderslup in Chalmers Territorial Church,
Edinburgh, in presence of a large congragation, with a view
to his procceding to Livingstoma as a missivnary teacher
and agricuhturist.  1le has Just completed a full ans curris
culun: at the university.

AT the English Methodist Conference, which met at New-
castle, the easeof & woman preacher in the Swafiman circut
was brought ups but as it transpired that she was seventy-
six years of age and the oldest lueal preacher on the plan,
having been regularly preaching for filty years, it was
agreed to ““passon.”  Dr. Rigg held, however, that such
cases were exceedingly dangerous and improper.

THE congregation of Free St. Andrew’s, Edinburgh, met
for the last lime an their old church receatly, in view of re-
moval to the new edifice in course of crection.  Principal
Rainy preachied in the forenoon, and Rev, R. J. Sandeman,
the pastor, in the afternoon,  The first scrmon in the old
church was delivered by Dr. Bruce on Junc 2, 1834, Since
ils formation the congregation has raised $500,000, of which
$250,000 was remitted to the sustentation iiund. .



