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valuable spiritual influences which he had in the fol.
fowshlp of his uncle, and sisked all the evil influences
of Sodom’s inhabitantu

There was no vision from God waming him agalnst
thestep heproposed for himselt, Io providencethers
was no evidence of God's displeasure,

Sofarasweknow hewas a successful man, Hisbeart
was wrong and delightinginthe things of earth, God
permitted that for a time Lot might be chastised and
punished in the way he had chosen that through tho
punishment be might behold hisown sin. Thapeople
in the wilderness with unthankful hearts spoke spite.
fully of the manna which was so well adapied to thelr
bodily hiealth, In scorn they called it * thislight food”
and urged for something else. God granted thls re-
quest and seat among them abundance of flesh and it
wastc them a punishment because of the spirit they
were cherdshing,  'While the flesh was beteeen thelr
teeth, cro it was chewed, the wrath of the Lord was
kindled against the people and the Lord smote the
people with a great plague.

The man who zefuses to hear, the Lord sometimes
gives prosperity so that his wealth increases to
such a degree that it becomes his tormentor. There
ara some men who get riches and not by right and
leavI: themin the midst of thelz days and at theend are
foo

When the soul lives not for God it turns every bless-
ing into a cut_e for itself. Some men In the days of
thelr poverty and adversity have given great
promise of future usefulness in the church but riches
have increased and they have become unfruitful
They have turned thelr prosperity into a punishment,
so that their souls have becomo withered like the
heath in the desert and see not when good comes.

Let us regard the liberty of choosing and refusing asa
precioustreasurecommitted to ourtrust, theuseof which
involves great responsibilities ; and seeing that mea
have determined theit cholce through wrong motives
and that these sinfnl desires have sometimes been
granted by God in accordance with persistent rebellion
against His declared will in order that the rebellion
might be chastised and punished. Let these great
mistakes of man in the past urge us to choose Him
who is the wisdom of God ; Whom He has sent to
work for us righteousness and dellverance, Let us
choose Him as our king to go befora us to conquer all
His and our enemies,

SHOULD WE HAVE A PRESBYTERIAN
PUBLISHING HOUSE?

MR. EDITOR,—The question placed at the head of
this letter is one to which I should like, with your
kind permission, to call the attenticn of your readers.
Various religious desominationsin our own, and other
countries, have established denominational book r0oms
and publishing houses, which have done excellent
wotk in farthering the interests of the denominations
and of ourcommon Christianity; and,if such institutions
have proved eminently useful and successful in other
connections, there appears to be a sufficiesit reason
why sur young but strong and growing Church should
at least give serious consideration to this question, It
{s this reason whichleads me to uddress tayou thie and
a few following letters,

Leok first at the position attained and the work
done by other denominational publishing houses, In
your own city there is a goed example of them in the
Methodist Book Room and Publishing House, ‘That
institution bas been in operation for more than halfa

centary and has prospered financially to such an ex.

tent that it has a capital stock worth more than a
hundred tbousand dollars. During the yearsof its ex-
isteace it hds dispeased a good healiby Christian lit-
erature to the Methodist churches and the general
community, which must have been of very great value,
It publiskes vasious Sabbath school periodicals, the
hymn books and other strictly denominational works
rejuired by the body, besides bringiog into circn-
lation a great deal of general literature of a goed and
odifying description. The fact that it has met with
such financial success shows-that its services have
been thoroughly eppreciated. People will not support
an institution unless it is really worth supporting, and
our MetHodist brethren who are a bighly practical peo-
ple have testified to the value of this book room by
sustaining it in a -vigorous ana flourishing condition,
and it {s not without good reagon that they have done
503 for this publishing ‘house has not only grown
wenithy Curing its past existence, bt lso annually

»

contributes a Jarge sum of money to the betevolent
funds ofthe Methodist Church, Ifwe mistakenot the
superannuation fund of the Church receives annually
alarge donation from this source. Inconncction with
tke same large and enterprising Church there is o
branch of the Toronto book.room in Montrea! and an
indescdant house in Hallfax,

1€ now we cast our eyes to theneighbouring Repub.
lic we have a still more magnificent example of de-
nominational publishing cnterprise in the Presbyterian
Board of Publication. It would be impossible, in the
space to which I wish to confine myself, to describe
th= good which has been and Is being done by this
great institution, We are familiar In our Canadian
Sabbath schools with the Sabhath school literature, in
theshapa of helps, periodicals and books, produced and
published by the Presbyterlan Board, And In addi-
tion it isthemeans of disseminating a very large body
of literature of a gencral kind, and also a great deal
partaking more or less ofa denominationalcharacter.
In theso days when so muchtrash ig theshape of books
ig scattersd broadcast throughout the land, who can
doubt the importance of ar institution which cffers
and brings within easy reach of the'people a sound,
good and cheap Chrirtian and general literature?
The Presbyterian Board does nos corfing itself to tho
publication of good literature. It Is agreat mission.
ary agency 22 well. Tt sends its literature by means of
colporteurs and ¢zt ‘aistsand missionaries throughout
thelength and * :adth of the Unitrd States and is
thus dolng a wotk of immense value,

In England, too, denominational publishifig houses
have been established and attained to great propor-
tions and done valuable work.

Now, we of the Presbyterian Church in Canada have
entered, but a short time ago, upon a new epoch of
out history. Weare strongandvigorous ; ournumbers
increasing ; cur wealth increasing ; ourterritory rapid-
iy growing larger ; urgent calls continually made upon
us to go on and take up wider possession of the land.
Has the time not come when we should consider
whetber an institution which has been so helpful
and so successful in other bodies and otber lands
might not hs established, with great advantage, by
ourselves? Will you kindly allow me space in your
valuable periodical for a few letters upon this ques-
ticn? And will your readers kindly give their calm
and patient attention to its conslderation ?

Byockville, Ont., Oct., 1883. ROBERT JARDINE.

THE M'ALL MISSION IN FRANCE.

MR. Ep1TOR,—The readers of THE CANADA PRES-
BYTERIAN cannot be altogether ignorant of the McAll
Mission and its wonderful success and extensiop. It
began at first in an obscure and apparently unpromis.
ing part of Paris. It has now extended itself not only
in Paris, but outzide the walls as well as in many cities
and towns of France. Up to the end of 1882 there
were in all eighty mission stations with upwards of
13,000 sittings.  In Lyons, Bordeaux, Lille, Boulogne-
sur mer, LaRockelle, Montauban and Toulouse, Biar-
ritz and Bayonue, Dunkirk and a sumber of other
towns. The work has been begun and carried on
with very marked success.® During the year 1882 up-
wards of 10,500 religious meetings had been held at-
tended by upward of 717,000  Domiciliary visits had
been made to upwards of 12,500 families ; while 227,
252 Bibles, New Testaments, portions of Scripture,
books, tracts and illustrated papers had been circu-
{ated, In almost every place the people are not only
willing, but eager to veceive conies of the Scriptures
and evangelical books and tracts.
The blessing of God has, in 2 most marked way,
been vouchsafed to the missionary agents, and doors
are opened in every dirention. A severe trial was
experienced in the removal of the Rev. G. Theophilas
Dodds, who died a little more than a yearago; but
although this Leloved worker was in the providence of
God removed, the work still goes on and workers are
raised up for the worle
The quarterly report for Octnber, 1883, gives an in-
“teresting account of .the work done at Boulogne-sur-
mer on board the mission boat ¢ Antie  kindly put at
the disposal of Mr. McAll by Mr. X, Cook, of Portz-
.mounth., 7The ssrvicesonboard the ** Annie” attracted
‘many sailors‘and ‘others connected with the sea.
“They listened: attentively (o the. addresses, joined
. heactily in the siuging of hymns, and received gladly
tha eracts andillustrated papers which ware distributed.

*

"Epglish, Guman, Swedlsh and Norweglan sailors:

wero also met with, and many of them weredesply in-
terested,

The same quarterly report givesTa tost interesting
account of & misslonary round of visits'at Charenton,a
suburb of Parls, not wanting in Hoguenot memoties.
The missionary with a friend spent three days In this
missionary round, carrying a large baversack well
stored with Gospels, tracts and illustrated papers, In
almaost every casa these were thankfully recelved, and
meetings were well attended. At the closs a woman
remarked " at the church all they give us is holy
water § here we get & book and a shake of the hard.”
At another village they learned that'the village church
is abandoned, that out of a population of 650 not
twenty attend ‘mass. The conclusion they came to
was that now is a golden opportunity for winning
France to a pure Gospel. Town and country aliko
are ready for the Gospel.

Any conttibutions for the McAll migsions will be
recelved and transmitted to Parls by the writer of this,

P, 0. Drawer 2,607, W. RED,

THE LATE REV. D. M'CANNELL, B A., OF
CARBERRY, MANITOEBA.

In the early removal by death of the Rev, D. Mc.
Canuell, B.A,, minister of Carboiry and Petrel, in the
Presbytery of Manitoba, after & short illness, on the
evening of Tuesday, 3oth Oct., the Church sustaing a
severe loss,  Mr. McCannell was a native of Colling
wood, Ont., where his parents still reside.  Having re:
ceived the necessary trainiog in the schools of that
town, he entered Queen's College, Kingston, whers he
completed the full course of studies sa the spring of
1881, Shortly afterwards he recaved licence and
ordunauon from the Presbytesy of Kingston, with the
view of an appointment by the Home Mission Com-
mittee as a missiopary to the North-West, arnving in
Winnipeg a hittle over two years ago. After supply.
ing Springfield and Sunnyside for a few Sabbaths, he
was appointed by the Presbytery at its December
meetng to the large and important district known as
the Big Plain, where he entered upon duties of ths
most arduous kind with a cheerful earnestness that
secured for him the fullest confideace of the Presby-
tery and the highest esteem and warmest affection of
the people scattered over the large district of which he
nad charge. Possessed of exceptional strength and
vigour of mind and body, he threw himself into his
work. with an earnestness and enthusiasm that pro-
duced the gratifying results of two well organized
congregations, Oae, Carberry and Petrel, over which
he was regularly settled in May last, being salf-suse
taining and baving a handsome and comfortable
church, and another, Oberon, with associated stations
fast approaching the same position, ’

1n addition to the onorous duties of his own charge,
a large share of Presbytery work fell upon him, This
he aiways undertook with aunvarying readiness and
discharged with the greatest cheerfulness and faithful
ness. The last work hedud was to preach and presida
on the occasion of Mr, Wellwood's induction 1o the
charge of Minnedosa. Ia order to fill this appointe
ment he had to drive a distance of fifty miles. This
long 1oumney he undertook, the day betng one of the
most disagreeable ot the season, although feeling very
unwell before Ieaving home. Immediately after re.
turning home, he was prostrated with typhoid fever,
resulung after about thres weeks’ suffering in hls
death.

The early and unexpected removal of a young min-
ister, just when he bad laid the foundation of what
promised to be a lile of great uscfulness in the ser-
vice of Chusy, is indeed a striking proof that God's
ways are not our ways, nor His thoughts as our
thoughts, and emphasises anew the solemn injunction ;
“ Be ye also ready for y& know neither the day nor
the hour when the Son of man cometh,”

Mecpawa, Manitoba, D, McRaAR.

THE, Rev. Dr. Cochrane has been notified that the
Colonial Committee ofthe United Presbyterian Church
In Scotland have agreed to give £50 for fouryears, to
avy two of their preachers who are prepared to devets
themselves to the Canadian field,

SINCE I have known God'in a saviog .manner,
paintiog, poetry, and music bave had charms unknown
to me before. I have recelved what I supposs is a
taste for them, for religion has refined my mind, and
made it susceptible of impressions from: the sublime

-and beautiful~Henry Martys,



