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have continued an advocate for an Intercolonial Railway
was, that the first and closest and most lasting connection
of those Liower Provinces, with the continental trade sys-
tem, might be established by, and through, and in union
with, Canada. (Cheers.) I donot pretend thatmere rail-
way connexion will malke trade between us and them, but
T am quite sure we can have no considerable intercourse,
no exchanges or accounts pro or con without such a con-
nexion both for postal and travelling purposes. I rejoice,
moreover, that we, men of insular origin, are about to re-
cover one of our lost senses—the sense that comprehends
the sea—(Cheers)—that we are not now about to subside
into & character so foreign to all our antecedents, that of a
mere inland people. The Union of the Provinces restores
us to the ocean, takes us back to the Atlantic, and launches
us once more on the modern Mediterranean, the true cen-
tral sea of the western world. (Cheers.) Butit is not for
its material advantages, by which we may enrich each
other, nor its joint political action, by which we may pro-
tect each other, that the Union is only to be valued; it is
because it will give, as it only can give, a distinet historical
existence to British America. If it should be fortunately
safely established and wisely upheld, mankind will find
here, standing side by side, on this half-cleared continent,
the British and American forms of free government ; here
we shall have the means of comparison and contrast in the
greatest affairs ; here we shall have principles tested to their
last results, and maxims inspected and systems gauged,
and schools of thought, as well ag rules of state, reformed
and revised, founded and refounded. (Cheers.) All that
wholesome stimulus of variety which was wanting to the
intellect of Rome under the first emperors, will be abund-
antly supplied out of our own circumstances and those of
our neighbours, so that no Croero need ever, by personal
considerations, enter into indefensible inconsistencies, and
no Taorrus be forced to disguise his virtuous indignation at
public corruption, under the thin veil of an outlandish
allegory. (Cheers.) I may be sanguine for the future of




