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Publinhed Monthly, in English and French, |
at London, Ont., tu the interest of the

Calbolic Motoal Benefit Assoeiation of Canada

And malled to membera on or about the
10th of ouch nonth,

Members are Invited to scisd us ltems of
News or Information thnt will te of bepegit
tothe Associntion. tCommuntealions upon

ln'-lucu of tnterest to o MR AL members
will slwayx b welcome, ba! anonymous
lettorn nud letices which the Manager docs
not consider for the weliare of the Awaocly. .
tlon wili not be pabitishesd, .
Carrespantstite will ptease rems mberthat |
OOpy st re ueli te b fore the Dith of the
month, If intetded fur pablleation in the
followiny montles dnsye, nid chint spuee I8,

Hmited and brevity mach desired,
Address ull communtentions to
8. 1t. BROWN, .
Edltor and Manager,
Cote Block, Dundax Street,
London, Unt,

LONDOUN, DECEMBER, 19X

Tur. Casanax wishes all our C. M,
B. A. Brothers & vory Morry Christmss
and & Happy Now Year.

THE PRIEST.

From a Secmion D -livered s Dabrgeae, Towe,
by Faittier Rovert Poweer.

From tho entrance to tho exit of life

“duty.

During life the priest is an armed | fructifies in tne soul for an etornity of | but no sooner elected to office than he

soldfor on gentry. He {8 a slave of | weal or woe.
For twonty-four bours of every Having made a life study of the
day : as long as the sup rizos and gets | great moral questions, which other

!

is obliged to swallow his words, stifle
bis counscience and his fndependence,
sell or swap his {unfluenco, make the

above his head, he must be roady to  people have not the time,nor the talent, , 8ame promises to & dezin different ap-

answer the beck of bis people. He {s+ northe tasto, to devote themselves to,
vorlly the servus servorum Dei, Heis i bo 18 prepared to give declslons on
detailed te keep cunstant guard over ' those subjscts to his children ; and
the flack that inay bs committed to his hence he stands out to them, and to all
care. And God help blm; and tho people, as their * guide, philocopher,
devil only knows his punishment, if and friead "—the safest and most re
found aslcep at hispost. liable friend, as he has no motive but

Ah! 1tis a groat mistake to thiok | the love of God and no alm but the
that the position of a pricst ls child's | s}vation of souls. Ho directs the

play. Tho dangor Is thateven we our- : people ; he instructs the children : he .

salves make too light of it.

Come with , teaches the poor to be resigned, the

me for a momeunt to the dread tribunal ; rich to be merclful, tho servants to bo i

of jus“ce buyond the stars, and sco f&ltbful. tho master to be considerato—

' there & prlest arralgned for irial. Othor | 8ll to bo just. He inculcates sobriety,

plicants, trying to {imilate the
Saviour in multiplying a few
metaphorical loaves and fishes
to feed fivo thousand starviong
coustituents. Compare the priestly ot-
fico with apy other class. Ah! There
{8 no comparison between them. His
work 18 ag far above tholrs as heaven
Is above ecarth; and in the greater
number of instances, as far as hoaven
{s above hell. Thelr toil is for time ;
his work is for oternity. This earth
and all the things ot earth, shall pass
away. Man, the masterpfece of crea-
tion, shall be reduced to dust as he was.

defendants of course aro called to that
bar teo. They have only thelr own
slng to render an account for. Some
plea of defense 18 foasible for them.
. And po matter how wicked they are,
{ tho presiding judgo will seo the red of
' bhis own heart's blood mixed with the
. gcarlet of their sin, and must be in~
'clined to temper justice witk mercy.
Bat the man of God! Histrial! He
| whom God had chosen out of worthy
. thousands ; who swore before the altar
that ‘‘tho Lord should be his portion

_and his {nheritance” ; who vowed that l

the last drop whick trickled through
- his heart sbould not be dearsr to him
- than th- interests of his office ; who

reconciles the family, encourages in-
‘dustry, rejolces im progperity, aund
' blesses the products of the season. He
sets & seal on the lawful contract which
man may make, but which man cannot
rend asuvder—whereby two hearts
beat asune in ** the only bliss of para- | 88 God shall be God.

dige which survived the fall.” His, The world knows not the amount of
rlpe ecducation, profound reflsction, ! zood accomplished by a priest. He
and 20mMmno0 -oitae. (ogelbor with sl ambitions vot to blazen forth his deeds
ule yawir 7 vtonswns - ~iite ©%cle s, - bofore mortal gaza. He seeks not the
his d2:2 57 Lis vighs, are expended | world's praises. He goes about his
unreserve- 1 for the well-being of his business,—he does good stealthily—
parishionc:s. He reminds, requests, does it for God's sake ; becauss it is
rebukes, reprimands, panishes ‘‘as; his simple duty. It matters little to
one having autbority “"—precisoly him if his labors are unknown, or un-
what Jesus did and would do—any | appreclated. Cousclous of right, he

The stars of heaven shall fall,
rad the sun shall be turned to blood.
But the labors of the priest
shall not pass away. They shail last
ag long as the heaven stands, as long

—f{rom the bour of baptism to tho Iast  looking in.> the chalico datly gazad on , CROu best to reform a prodigal or re- , keeps the even tenor of his way un-

dying benocdictlion—the priest 18 the
“ disponser of the mysteries of God,"

, tho blood of God's Incarnate Son ; who
, haodled, broke, ani distributed the

'cnll a pervert. He looks Into the very moved by adverse criticlsm or well-
mind of the Almighty, and pledging merited praise. L‘ke Motas of old he

he {8 the shopherd of the flack, the, crucified body of thoSaviour ; who was | his own soul for the righteousncss of | leads his people from the slavery of

physiclan of the sick, the judge of the
self-accusing, the ! father™ of ail

, blussed with educational advantazes,
and countless graces, who was dis-

1hls words, he pronounces a sontence , Egypt iuto the Land of Promise. He
, which the God of justice will ratify. | pilots them over the dark tempestuous

Tae vory first act of his ordination ex " ciplined, directed, and perfected, as, Ho appearsin the Egyptlan gloom of | ser of life into the haven of rest, where
prossos that ho abandons the world, far as human flash and blocd can bo , approaching death, and his prosence | all dauger of shipwreck s at an end.
and takes the “ Lord for his portlon made parfect ; who was finally placed | helps to spread lizht in the darknaes, \ Ha breaks their chaing of bondage,
and hisinherltance." Heis ever aftor- | in the charge of souls purchas.d at the 'and soften & burden too heavy to be, and grants them to rejoice in the

wards alionated from the affairs of price of crucifixion ; who shall have  borne.

carth, and devoted to tho scervice of

hoaven. L'ke Abraham, he leaves his | vesses to glv. evidence for, or agalnst | words which link together the two, heaven and earth.

. huudreds, pr-haps thousandr, >f wit

Ho stands over the open, liberty of the children of God. He
, ETAve, and utters the last solemn , bridges over the great chasm between
He negotiates

home, and kindred, and country and, him. It i3 not bis own single soul he | worlds—* earth to earth, asi.2g to, peace botween God and the sinner.

goo0s8 :nto & strango laud and strango
poople, whero, 1lko tho anclont Mel
chisedee, ho shall bn without father,
aud without mother. Up to this mo-
mont be had a home.

Home' Taerecolleciion of that dear
old spot makes every heart swell, and
every oyes wim  llome' Taerowhere

_has to account for. Where are all the
" others entrusted to his safe keeping ?
, Comu forth, ye witoesses,an” give your
. testimony, pro or con. Come je that

wero young {n the early eighties: come
_your children, and chiidren’s children
, unto numberless gonerations yot un

born,down untotheday of general judg-

, ashes, dust to dust.” ‘‘ Blessed are  Ho withholds the stroke of the uplifted
'tho doad : Thoy may rest from their | avenging divine arm, and wins the
,1abora ; for their works follow them.™ , culprit from a career of crima.
He ponetrates even boyond the con Who, let me ask, s & man’s best
figes of life ; he goes before the great, friond 2 My hearers: when you are
white throne of the Eternal, and thero | strotched on a bed of contagloa ; when
pleads the cause of impriconed and suf- |, your acqusintances, relatlves, and

' ferlng souls ; ho hastons the moment of , even your own children are afraid of
the wlilling work of & horny handed ' ment ; come from the four quarters of ,thelr releass, and

their adwmission | their dear lives to look in at the door

fatbor, and tho tender caro of a loving | the globe, and from the waters under | among the ¢ just made pertoct,” in they —and well may tkey, for behold a

gray-heired wother

Home ' Thaore y the earth , come yo that cry out in the 'glorloue parudise prepared from the

wooacing angel stauds inslde lifting

the ficlds and troes, and streaws and | fiery caverns of tho damued ; come in | foundation of the world. | in hand the fliming sword of pestilence

stones, and lanes and fliwers O God

| your thousands, and testify whether

Now take ioto mind the sum aund | and death when nevertheless a soul

bo with them all; our six young Levites ' this man did well and worthily the | substance of all thess avocations. | steeped in sin Is hanging on the verge
aro turnfug their backs ou them for work for which he was ordsined, and ; They arc each awmazing, imweunse, of cternity, in fact looking straight

evermore: Liko thefr divino Mester, | on which the salvation of so many souls | supernataral functions.

Yet they | into the wide open jaws of holl, when

their futuro drysshall baapent ** golng largely depended. Unliko others, he | make the ordinary, overy-day lifo of a ; there is not & moment of time to lose,
about doing good,” without ** whereon . was placed on a pinnacle—the observed ; priest. So his time runs. Such are ) —now is the point—wili any many, like

to Iny their herds ™ Nt only exiles  of all observers —10 bo tried by human |
from ** tho cot wacre they were born,” and divine justice  To him much was

hig dally dutles. { Jesus voluntear to lay down bis life for
Comparothomanwhodischargestheso | that friend ? There is one, and only

arcund which twino so maoy affections

of childhood ; but thoy shall bo without

éhn hopo of 2 homo to the day of thelr

oaih.

How happy is the man who has

a heny  How is {t with tho priest?’
N vas of those slx shad evee cl(\so‘
thelr eyey in his own housa ; ot cnv of .
thom sb | nos & chock wotssesed bo |
gldo his b 4 of agony . not one of thom

shall over causo a heart sigh as hbis

bones stonk iuto the ground : not one of

them shrll ovor fool above his head the

wolght of a monumout erocted thraugh
pure lovo: net a friendly hand shall’
evor be stretehed to pull tho tall woeds
that hido tho littlo mound under which

ho shall llo buricd ; not a mass, nor a
prayer or & public montion, nor-
scarcely a romsmbranco of tholr namos |
shall be heard, ovon from their

own successors in office, after tho last

st requissoatl In pace” of their month's

memory servics.

given . of him much wiil be required. ;dutlos with any other man. Contrast | ono man willing to do it, and that man

“of noble work.

For overy soul lost by his neglect,
bload will bo on his hands.

How can the priest—poor poluted |
breatb!~. dust—how can he stand up
for tuo orderi of trial? \Who will call !
his lifo exsy, or bis labors light ? i

Tho priest is ordained to tho noblest !

s labors are far '
reaching and overlasting. Tao threo !
porsons of tho Blessed Trinity consulted
to make man. ‘'l.at us mako man ”
They made him '*according to their
own image and lkenoss " Tho priest
recelves oach now cieaturo from tho |
hauds of tho Creatoy, and gives ita
sccond birth **{n wator and the Holy .
Ghost.” His pooples children are bis
childron. Thoy are hisChristian heri-
tage from God. Ho implants in tho
soll of thoir young hearts & seed of
krowlodgo which ' surpasseth hnman
understanding,” which grows and

 him  with the man whoso oyes;is the Catholic priest. Ho will Iay
,are nover raised from the ground down bis life upon itho altar of duty.
uonder his foet—who plows ’nd sows | Ho seorns warning threats : he pushes
Aand reaps and mows—with no further : aside the hand of opposition ; he un-
solutlon of life’s problem than tosink fastons locked doors, and entering in
down at last into tho earth, and wiogle , he administers to that dylng stouer
witk tho soil his plow sharo taras up. , the last consolatlons of religion. Ho
Contrast him with the wmorchant who . will do it in spite of fate ; though tho
trades and traffics in koick-knacks, . paticnt be beyond all hopo of recovery,
notions, and other ‘rinkets, which ho, ayo though ho be in tzo very agony of
wraps up in lles ard misropresonta- | coath. Ho will do it even if assured
tions, and passes over the conater from | baforehand by an angel frox heaven,
dawn till dark, fro.n morn till mid- | that his own life must bo the forfeit of
night, when tho soller opens hisdrawer ' his actlon. He will not constder his
to reckon tho d!mes and nlckles, ! own lifo; littlo mattersit. e thinks
opens his account book to rockon  cnly of saving a soul for God. Where
his doad-hoads. . { is the man who shows greater love
Contrast bim with thoe politician, who | than this?

plots, and plans, and pleads, and; In falling shoots of rain, and raging
spouts, torrents, where storms roar In fury, in

..c‘,‘ckigg his throat, drifting &now, scorching heat, st all

To &';'“"” ommy Townsend to give | hours of day or night, you koow,
a voto.” brethren, as well as I, the priest isat



