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century agO-' of Ainerican colonies or thec WeSt liffianl Islands is
the iwonopoly of ticir q:OUsuaniptitoîî and the carrnage of' their produce."l
These Navigationî Laws have i)Ccn soinacwlerc well described as in-
tended to elli-et, for tlîe Eu-flielî ftvy, 'iat the protctive eorit laws
were expete<1 to (Io Ilor scntr-oiupîîly vitality b)y artilielal,
means, and eceate Iproqlpcrity by legislatioîî. WVlieî Englaiid cntered
on a iaev era ot' political liberty, on the passage of the Ileform Act
over tlîirty yeanr ago, die %% isely ad(oiftvdý a different, cominerciatl policy
by rcpealiîîg thec long, establislied regilations and mnotopolki ihicli hll
so long depressed and linpered colonial trade and. ;iipping. England
bas long since recognized the failac of the oh! ideas wliich prevailed
among lier statesnien, durizig tic past cenitury, and led tu tic rupture
betweetu hersclf and lier old colonies. Eugland's best ctistoiners are
ber ofi.,pring iii the Ainrican Repaîblie and in lier wvide colonial
dominions. As the emtensioîî of their political privileges, a fcw years
ago, opened up a %vider career o? ambition anci usefulness te tic people
of tiiese cotuntries, so did the remO,'RI of ail the oh! mouopolies aud
restrictive nav igation lawvs almost ut the samne tittie,g-ive a rmaTkable
impulse to ilîcir trade and commerce. To-day the population of au
Britisha Aincrica cannao be lcss than four millions of soulis, and its
aggregatc trade is estimated at about one hunîdred and fifty millions of
dollars, or more tlmai the trade o? the UTnited States forty ycars ago.
But no statisties more clearly lrove its commercial progrcss than tho5e
whicia ref'cr to its comumercial marine.

THE FISIES.

One great brandi o? maritime enterprise is neeessarily the Fisiîerieea
Indeed, the navies of thîree Entropeiiii 1owers,-En gland, Franc anù
Hollan<1l,-owe tiacir dcvclopinent to a large exteut to this braneli of
industry. These powers long contended for the wlialc fislieries of the
North, but it was on the coast of North Amierica tluat th~e greatet
rivalry cxisted. It is wcll establislîed that in 1517 fifty Castiliau,
Freneh and I>ortugliese vessels wvere engaged in the Northa Ainericau
fisheries. In 1.578 tiiere were a hundrcd and ifty French v'esscls off
Newfoundland, besides two lnundred of other nations,-Spanisb
Portuguese and Englisli elîiefly. The French, for a long wlîile, were
the most aetively engnged in tliis lucrative brancht o? national iveaith;
indeed, at a Inter date, they wvere wont to boast that the North Ameri.
cau fisheries eontributed more to the' national power and the develop.
ment of navigation tlîan the gold miines o? Mexieo could hiave done.
DeWitt lias aiso told us Ilthat the Euglish navy became formidable hy
the diseovery of the inexpressibly rich fishing banka o? Ncwvfoundand."
So important indeed are tiiese fisheries considered by the Frenchi, that'
they have always adhercd te the rights wvhichi they obtaincd. by the
treaty of 1763, and under which thiey have been allowed to retain the
islands of St. Pierre andMiquelon, and certain ishery privileges overs
considerable portion o? the coast of Newioundland. At the present tmei
tberc are from, 10,000 to 15,000 Frenehmcn cngaged in tbis branci of
industry wviîlin the Frech jurisdiction, but the catch is by no meaus


