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THE OLD TESTAMENT AN]) THE NEW SCIENCES.

Duritig the past tlirce hunitdrcd vears. tliere lias bccîî an al-
iinost conituinous criticisiii of the Bible anid especially of the,
01(1 Testamienit froni thc stanidpoinit of the Phvsical Scicuices.
A conist-ant effort lias becen iiia(lC-. nio% froin ojie sidc and 110w

froni aiiothler, to discrcdit its authoritv oni the gromid that it
lias leeii founid to 1c erronceous iii ils teacingf on thiese sub-
jeets, wlîcrc it caii be testcd, anclj Iîcrefore lias no riglit to the
wvorls rear in otiier niatters that lie bevoid terneo

huianl iniquiry. Thiis criticisii lias been ilost of all cliarac-
teristic of thei prcscnit cenitiry, oiing to the rapid a(lvanice iii

l)liYSical (liscoverv andl the nmore extenisive 'apfflication of the
scieCntific miitlio(. 1iEvcrv iCW scienice iii turu as it came to, the
fronit lias beeni prcssed iinto the Service rf flic attack, anid if thec
Bible lias survivcd the ordeal. it lias nlot becu indebted to flic
nioderationi of its assailaints. The bcst, inids, nîidccd, on1 the
scicentific si(IC as iveli as oni the thecological, have îîcvcr scn aliv
sufficicit reasoni for tuie anitagionisnîi. Tlîcv have hiad faitlli il,

the ltiate rcconicila-,tioni b):tetîci the tîvo. and Nvithi patienice
havc ivaite(l for it. Ijuit thie apparenit lifhcultics bave becen
stifficieintly serionis to Cause nîlucli peCrplcxity, aîid îîot a iciv
have mnade shlipîvrck- of thicir relig-ious belief iii ColiSeq ec .ý
Mie nunîhel)r of those wvlio arc tror-lîled bv these difficultics is
stil sulfficieniti grc;t to iîîake sonie discussion Wvorthî wvlilc, ini
the liope that it nîay he lîclpfill at lcast to a feiv.

At the oiltset of thic (liscuissionl. it îiav be -as iveli franlklv to
:sa'-, that scicnitifîc criticisîlii of thec Bible is niot onilv niatural 'ald
illcvital in the developinclt of thliîglîî. but ivithini certai
linîlîs, lcgitiatc anld Wvilsni. \' have at lcast nio righ.-t
to resenit it if fairly applic(l. If the sacrcd ivritings wîll niot
stanid -aiiv rcasoniable test tlîat caii be broughit to lear. then!


