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Havingr passed out of childhood we bave passed out of our
idealisîn into a duli, bald, inatter of fact realisni. We-, are no
longer caughit up iii spirit and charined wvitli a sense of a world
greater than our physical eyes behiold. W\e hiave broughlt the
world into focus and see everything in clear perspective. We
have not fulfilled t;he promise of yrouth and (Ieveloped wvit1î the
ycars into a sense of the highier spiritual beauty and mecaning
of life. We are too firînly planted on this earth. We can
tallz learnedly eniought and speakc warmnly enough of revelation,
inspiration, predestination, atonernent. But in our zeal for
orthodoxy and to defendl the faithi once delivered we have
failed to develop in us tlie personal experience of spiritual
realities. It is true Mhat unlike the child we no longer buinpll
ourlheads whenwvewxalk abroztd. But ibis likewise true that
we are painfully calculative and matterof fact. 'Tis truc the
child hiasn't learned to compute distance and time but lie
enjoys t1- sweet comnpensation that lie secs cverythîng large
and of perpetual beauty and interest. And in his ovin way
he is an hecir of the kingdom of faith. It is such faith of
vibicli our generatiori stands sadly iu need. Our agriculturist
wanbs faibli. His world has becomye centred in his sowingy
and reaping, his harrovis and plouglis, bis cattie and sheep,
his hay and grain, lu his eagerness to grrovi hiS crops and
make his living his eyes are steadily fastened on the grouind
that lie tilis and lis 'vorld is become no larger thian biis farin.
In this noble calling nmen are iu want of faith, vision> idealisi
so thiat they inay enjoy somne charrn in their lives and iîot
narrowv their affections to their day's toil. Our inen of businiess
are in need o? faibli. Their world lias narrovied itself iinto a
bald realismn. Conscions of a kçeen competition or inflanmed
by the glory of accretion, they have become over eager in the
inatter of thieir buyingr and selling and have taken upon thein
the colour of their surrouuidings. Their kîngrdomn is scarcely
larger than bue rags or leatiier or other produce whichi they
handie. Business men want faibli wvhereby they mnay realize
tliat this world is a place iu whidhi not merely to iakze
bargrains and deve]op the interests of tra(le but to evolve .s
well the powvers and faculties of the sou].


