e

B APATBIER AR G R S, L -

S

LA A I

$ i c et e - oweran e e o .

-

=3, S BRt e Shemen

PO

RO A e A T AL N

o e,

Ayete

‘.

PLEASANT HOURS.

or

the Armenians numbered at ieast 25~
000,000 population, but pow ft 18 eatl.
mated that not more than 5,000,000 re-
maln in thefr native and well-beloved
land, while 3,000,000 or 4,u00.000 1nore are
wanderers to and fro over the earth,
sober, Industrious, econamical citlzens ot
many lands, and  well-to-do in every
country but thelr own. They would da
well there ulso weore §t not for the Turks,
The Ottomun Empire hus proved jtself a
nutionul curve, a sore, an ulcer among
nations.

ADAN AN AEMENIAN

It 18 u Jand so old in history that the
earlfest legends of the human race polnt
to it as the first home of mankind, taat
pomewhere In the reglon now generally
decfgnated as Armenla, the human race
firm began. ‘I'he Garden of Paradise
was in Armenia. Adutn  was an Ar-
menian ; so was Noah, for his ark rested
on Ararat, where, according to hopular
tradition, it remains to this day.  From
Armenla began the disperslon of the na-
tlony, and ull the legends of the carly
days point the finger back toward that
singular 1nnd at the head-waters of the
Euphrates and Tlgris as a home of overy
natjon that preserved a memory of its
own origin.

Under oven a passable form of povern-
mint Armenia wonld  te a simemiarly
prosperous country, but the «urse of Turk-
ish misrule has blighted every hope of
the {nhabitants.

FANATION

Indusiry s cLedked, for no vae knows
the alboubl vt taat s Lial Wil be 1egared
of i, por, ‘tdedd, can ne be cerluin
that &.ta the pivducts of his feld have
been garicted tue, will aot all be caten
or carrsed oft LY Vauds of irregular ‘Turk-
18h Loups, Whu Wl cuasider themsolves
stugulatly torbeaning 1 they do e, ulso
tahe bLis life {nstances  have  becn
kKuown of farmers who rafsed a hundred
bushels of guun and saw 2ighty-tive
bushels carried o under tb natse of
taxes, o feed a rapa lous sole .ory.

LETILL FROM VAN,

Already the ofhicial report of one hun-
dred and seventy-sia ruived, plundered
villuges has been rveerved. Ruwmours
come of whole vikiages forcbly converivd
to Istam , 01 the tuwidus vl wal) help-
less pueople, especiully of  priests and
other ecclesiastics, uud of wholesale pul-
lagiug.

The conditior o tils clty, so fur as
the dadly brez of the people is con-
cerned, govs om bad to worse daily.
Since the las of October, the shops ar
all business have been suspended. Tl
throws nearly the entire popuiation out
of employment—a popuiation already 60
poor that its utmmust caertions barely
sufilced to keep the wolf {ron: the door
in ordinary Umes.

‘The carnival of slaughter bas been
continued with tireless coergy and ter-
rible ferocity by the Turks and Kurds.
From avery side come reports of atroci-
ties by Turks, Kurds, and Circassians--
villages swept by fire, the men muassacred,
the women elther slain or reserved for a
fate worse than death.  Thousands »f
wotnen have been carried away captive to
hecome inmates of some vile Moslem
tarem.  An flastration of the Turkish
wmethod of extermination is foutid in the
case of the willage of Hoh, in the Sand-
jak district. At first the aghas or local
magistirates) promised to  protect the
Christians. but when they =aw \illages
hurning in every direction. they refused
to Keep their word All the Christiang
were t0ld that under the pain of death,
they must aceept Islam. Thry were
assembled at the Mosque, und there
cighty yonng men were picked out and
lad outside the village—for slanghter.
Eight escaped, sixty-two were killed. and
ten wounded. The young women of the
village were taken to Turkish harema,
and the survivors of the Christian popu-
lation were scattered among other vil-
lages.

In cvery district therc is the same
tragic story of massacre, outrage wmillaze,
and abduction ; monasteries sached, and
Chriatinn pastors and people iichered.
In manv villages the Armenfan priests
were among the numbdber who lald down
thelir lives as a testimdnv to the faith,
Tn almost every wilage the strong men
and youths were killed. and 1o nearly
overy ease they mat death wih the for.

titude of trae mMartyrs. Many were
Lilled with hernib'e tortures, because of
thelr refunal to deny Christ.
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A GIRL QUEEN AND A BOY KING.

BY HUTH 4ABROTT.

The *first children of Europe,” as 1
suppuse they would generally be called,
are the geatle, fair-haired girl who sits
on the throne of the Netherlands, and
the dark-exed Loy, half Austrian and half
Spanish, who, though but ten years of
age, Is the lawful king of Spain,

I.itde Alfonsus mother, Maria Chris-
tina  was an Austrian princess—arch-
duchess ts the proper title, 1 belicve, By
marryving King Alfonso XII. of Spain, she
beeame a queon, aud now that he is dead
she i3 " regent,” or acting queen untfl her
litile boy skall he sixteen years of age
and wear his father's crown.  The father
came to the throune at the time of great
excitement {n the country, when the peo-
ple were doatfal whether or not they
wanted any mare kings, and there are
8till a rood many wise people in Spain
who think that 2 republic with a presi-
dent weuld be better than a throne with
8 king.

Litile Alfonso never saw his father,
who leit this world some weeks helore
his only =on was born. The health of
the infan: was very fraf) at first, hut you
can imagine how carefully the queen, his
wothes und his nurses nnd teachers have
watched over him, to keep him out of
dranghts, to ser that he is properly
clothed, and that he daes not stuff his
rovul stomach too full of eandy and cake.
Maria Curistina 18 a good mother, and
has Yersel! looked after his books and
studies, and kept him with her as much
as pas<sidle.

Frorm his birth uni) he succeeds to
the t'rore. the child of a king Is the
special object of fnterest to the subject
people Salutes of cannon are fired
when he {5 born s name {s weighted
and lengrheped by honors and inherited
titles, ar ' his chriciening is the oeccaston
of a natienal holiday. His childhood is
hedged abeut with pamp and ceremony.
and murh of the freedomn of happy hours
of covited plav is  spent in learning
for<ign 1anenaces and studring how to
bulle for's and lead an army.  The stern
rigours of caurt etiquette cannont, however,
entirely contra! the hicgh spirits of the
vaune kine of Spain Quite recently he
has teen placed under the especisl care
of an ambassador's ann, as the result of
his ezrapades with a sqrirtgun which
some one sont him from Vienna., In his
mischiet castly paintingas and rare old
tapesiries were stained with water, while
ladiez-In waiting, and even a stately
Qensral. hastag fo U\s gergens uaiferm

pranks of the fun-loving boy, Hls glee
increused, so the story goes, the more
nunchiief he did.

Let young Alfonso squirt while he muy.
Already the people of Spain have the
rnght to vote on s0 @ questions, und
soine flue duy the dark-eyed lad may
wake up to find that they have voted
him out and decided to chouso thelr own
ruler, tastead of taking the one who hap-
pened to be born in a palace.

On the thione of Ubrave little sca-
threatened lollund, with its 27,000,000
coloniyal subjects, sitg another child ruler,
whose full name {3 Wilhelmina Helena
Pauhina Mane, the sweet Queen Wilhel-
mina.  Born at the llague in 1880, the
young queen will be sixteen the thirty-
first of next Angust.

Her father, William 111, was one of an
illustrious line which {ncludes such
names of historic intecest as that of Wil-
liam the Silent, Maurice and Frederick
Henry, both (famous military com-
manders, and \Willjam II.,, who was also
Englani's king. Her mother i8 a prin-
cess o1 *~e German reigning family, and,
as queen dowager and regent. Emma is
greatly  deloved by the people she
governs during the minority of Queen
Wilhelmina.

‘The ynurg queen mastered both Eng-
Iish and French, besides her native
Dutch, before she was eleven years old,
and has been carefully trained for the
arduous duties that rest heavily on
crowned heads.

Her lite has becn simple. Rising at
seven, she was in the habit of break-
fasting at eirht with her parents, pre-
wvious to the death of her father fn 1890.
After brcakfast came lessons i{n Dutch
and arithmetic unti]l 9.30. At 10.30 she
went to her mother's room, where to-
gether they learned new lcssons from the
Bible. As she turned the pages of the
sacred book, charmed by the beautiful
pictures, her mother read the Bible
storfes and explained the deep truths
contained therein. Then together they
knelt while the queenly mother prayed
for her queen daughter that God would
fit her for the work she had to do In life.
At 6.30 p.m. came dinner, and at 8 p.m.
the little queen’s day was done. With a
youth so simple. yet 80 caretully ordered,
it is little wonder that the people of
Holland love their young queen, and Jook
with eager Interest to the ttme when ghe
will reign in her own right,

The Burial of Sir John Iloore at
Corunna.
BY Q. WOLPR.

Not a drum was heard, not a funeral
note,
As his corse to the rampart we hur-
ried :
Not a soldler discharged his farewell shot
O’er the grave where our hero we
buried.

We bhuried him darkly at dead of night,
The sods with our bayonets turning :
By the struggling moonbeam’s misty

light,
Arnd the lantern dimly burning.

No useless eoffin enclosed his breast,
Nor in sheet nor in shroud we wound
him
But he lay like a warrior taking his rest,
With bis martial} cleak around bim.

Few and short were the wards we said
And we spoke rot & word of sorrow,
But we stcadfastly gazed on the face that

was dead.
And we bitterly thought of the morrow.

We thought as we hollow'd his narrow
bed,
And smoothed down bis Jonely plllow,
That the foe and the stranger would tread
o'er his head,
And we far away on tke billow !

Lightly they'll talk of the spirit that's
gone,

And o'er his cold ashes updbraid him,—

But little he'll reck, it they let himm sleep

oan
In thr~ grave where & Briton has laid
him,

But hal? of our heavy task was done
When tbe clock struck the heur for re-
wiag :

And we heard the distant and random
gun
That the foe was sullenly firing.

Slowly and sadly we laid him down, .
From the ficld of bis fame fresh ang
8ory ;
We carved not a line, and we raised not
a stone—
But we lJeft him alone with his glory,

JUNIOR LEAGUE.

PRAYER-MEETING TOPIC.
March 8, 1896.
The little maid of Naaman's wife.—2

Kings 6. 2, 3.  (Misslonary.)

This little maid was a slave. People
often complain when they are asked to
do anything for God, that thelr position
in 1fe 1s such that it {3 tmpossible for
them to do as reguested. Surely none
of us can be in a position more unlikely
for doing good than that which this poor B
little girl occupled,— a slave, taken from B
home, no mother near to whom she could
relate her tale of sorrow.

See her situntion! She was servant
in the house of a great man who stood
high in the estimation of the king of
Syria. She possessed one thing which B
her master did not, viz., health. Which
of us value health as we ought to do ?
Take care of your health, use the kind
of food which {s most conduclve to
health. Never use tohacco, nor intoxt-
cating liquors, for both are injurious as §
well as filthy and debasing.

The master was a leper, affiicted with
that loathsome disease which, thank God,
is seldom seen in our country, though er-
ceedingly prevalent in the East. Her
heart was affected as she looked upon ber
master from day to day. Do our readers
always feel sorry when they sce others [
suffer ? I know some good pecple who,
when they meet any of their fellowmen
who are either wholly or partially blind, §
or who have lost one of their limbs, al-
ways thank God that they are not afftict-
ed ns those poor objects of humanity are. §

Listen to what she sald, verse 3. Piu- §

ful words may be very good, even it no

deeds accompany _them, but deeds are
more acceptable when they can be per- §
formed. Kind words proceed from a §
sympathetic heart. We sometimes sing. §
* Kind words can never die.”
have been bhenefited should always seek B8
to benefit others. How inspiring are
these words,

*Oh that the world might taste and see,
The ricles of his grace, i

The arms of love that compass me,
‘Would all mankind embrace.”

The leprosy of sin has affected man- B
kind. Men, women. and children are
£1ffering trom {t by millions. We possess
the only remedy for this fearful malady. |
viz.. the Gospel. Every Christian shouid §

efther earry the Gospe! to the perishing P8
It wil not do to P
merely sing. ** Rescue the perishing.'” we K8
An in- &

or send it to them.

must use means to rescue them.
fide]l once safd, that if he belfeved God R
had given his Son to die for the world. i
and that people should know this, he

would go around the world angd tell i° i

Read John 3. 16. We believe this verse,
now our duty is to make it known,

All are not called to g0 to the ends of I

the earth to publish this grand doctrine.

but cucn as are celied should be willing B
t0 go, even if they should suffer hard- &

ahips, and persecutions. and even death [
itself. Soldiers are not to be afraid, nor §
run away in the time of danger, they are
to stand fast and conquer or dfe. 8ol-
diers of the ercss must do the same,

We must support those wio thus go
forth. Sunday-school children have done
noble deeds in connection with Misstons.
The first missionary ship. that was 3
known by the name of John Willlams, &
the “Mactyr of Erromanga.” was paid §
for by wouney collected by Sunday-school @
children. Last year the juvenile offer- BB
ings of the Methodist Misaionary Society
tn Canada amounted to $23.039.7¢. ;
mueh af this did yeu give ¢
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