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EXPERIMENTING.

A RECENTr but unimportant failure on tlhc lisse of
the Buftrsio and Lake Huron Railwvay, illustrates

very forcibiy thse practîce of experinscsstiîsg very pie'
valent ini tise retai[ trade orftile country. WC referî to
thse ineffectual effort constantly boing macle in al iparts
of thelProvinsce to do a successftis busines;s eiler-

Without capital;
Without capacity; or
Where business is aiready oveidoiie,

In a great numioer of' recent failuies ail thesc disad-
vantages have been apparent; ln not a few the irst
and tise iast; aud in noue bas there becîsanasbencc of'
them.

Thse iistory offtice case above referred to is briefiy
thie: A young mans of good character andi some e-
perience, but witisout menus, is joiued by a youug
farmer who pute in $1000 in cashs. They open ln a
tewn aiready crowded witlî stores; live closeiy, and ap-
pear toeimanage prudentiy. At tise ensd of two years
however, they are pressed for mouey, are suied, and
fail. Tîseir statensent shows assets $5000, liRbililtieg
$7000. To be sure no one su fière leavily, tise amounts
are well diffused, aud iso very great interest is taken
in thse matter. Tise case is insignificant as compas-ed
witis otisere now-a.days, bsut is important as illustrative
of some unplearant phases of business expesieuce.
Thora is a positive deficiency of $2,000, with a bass of
capital of $1,000, say $8,000 sussk iu two yeare. It lias
certainiy fnot been by fast living or outsido epecula-
tiens or iuvetments; it is not believed that tise state-
ment le Ilcooked"l for tise pu rpose of making a com-
promise te enabie tisem to make anytising of their
faibure. Thie istogsity of thse mon is isot doubted; yet tlice
deductioss le inevitabi,-tsoy are either great kuaves
or great fools. l-1e is a statement oxbibiting a loss
of nearly five dollars for overy day they took clown
their sisutters! Ansd tisis, too, presuming they nover
macle a cent of profit on tiseir cîtire sales, which for'
tise two yeas-s ps-obssbiy ansouiteil to twcsîty thousand
dollars.

Wes-e tisis au isoiated case, it woulcl be invid ious to
thus give it prominence. Itis uufortussately buta type
ofwbat aimot every week presesîts. Tisestatemesîtis
a plain one, and probabiy shows thse actuai condition
of the otale, mucis more fitisfuily tisas n asy otisers
submitted to ereditors, iooking very mucis botter on
paper, but proving hardy as favorable at a final sot-
tleint.

Tise lesson to be soîsght from sucis occurrences is
plalnly tisis, tisat to bc ordiuariiy succeesfui tisere
muet be sornetiig on wii te fait back ilstise shape
of capital. One thiousaud dollars le but a siender
mergin to put up for a businss that couid be suffi-
ciently unprofitable t0 sow a bass of f brice tisat
amout ils two ordinarily prosperous yeas. Crecit
business, if it be doue at ail, Cen only ho doue by
mon of means and peculiar adaptability for coliecting
and securlng tisir outstassdlngs. If nlot egally it je%
meraily frauduient to scatter ont into a isundred
bande on credit, tise gooda which have been got on
credit from a half dozen mercisants, without some otîser
resource to, pay for them tisan tise returus fromn those
geods. It le aesumiug risks tisat neoisonest man ougist
te assumne with wisat le net bis ow,but anotiser's, given
him in trust. Young me, and even oid mou lu trace,
doni't seeem to realize this trutis; and we muet say that
tise oase witis wbich tisey get credit, and tise faihity
with wiich compromiss are effected wls e s end
cemes, le not caiculated te mako thorm realize it. But
more as te tisat v'lew of tise matter bereafler.

Another lesson taugist by tise frequeucy of sudsh
occurrence as the above, le thse total want eof system
in a business which couid show sncb aetonisîing se.
suite at an investigation, but wiio wore net bofore
euffciently apparent te prevent tise increase of fur-

tiser liabililties. Sureiy a business eft fii size, wbicb
lu Jannary ehowed a lose of llfty per cent. ln twe
yeere, muet in September bave exiibited some symp-
toms of insolvency. Yet we have isad evidences of
even worso cases. Thero appoars te be a very general
negleet of the simpleet and meet fundamental s-nie of
ail buslnes,-tisat of steck taklng, and tise yearly
baiauclng of accounts. A man in an open boat on tise
wide ses, witisout a rssdder, or cempase, teseed by every
wind and wave, le as likely te reacis a desired hayon
as tise merchant whQ expecta te, succeed lu these days,
and net periedically take stock and scestain hie
Il'whereaboute" flnancialiy. Iu a great many cases
even when this le dene, there is a systemn of self.
decef t practiced, whicis la very mucis te be deps-ecated.
Honesty to tise world le a geod-paying policy; but dis-

ionesty teoees self iv tise mont suicidai sud ridicuiosîs for tise execlusivs'sîe of staînp colbectors and distribu.
of ail faliacicaz. Stattemeutas sade is apîparent gusod ters! A fs-sslsl' ruotections Society lias been e8ablisbed,
fails by mierchais in osse hall'vear, are sîlten rsevcs-ved by wviicli are~u'e a- piliussied by isame, osse young
is tise iext, sud tise balansce id aiwaYs oi tise ws-ossg Reisti ernais aii bei posted ssp for ubsbt iîîeussred
ide. It ls not a chsange hsi tise conuditions of tise cossu- foi- postage stamsîse thie extesit ot 6N. sterling.

try or of a masses assets that efflcted stids s resuit; -

it is tise ifiproper aîsd exaggeî-ated valuatinwisicli is C H AN GE O F FE E L ING.
piaced upoîs items susceptible btfise isiai contjiigei-A VEIY ps-cnt chsansgé of feeling is appaerenîtis tise
dies, but wiisic ousingessiesre ucu-er estimated. It Unsited States nrêletioli fo tieecip-ocitv Tseaty,
la a euggeshtiusii worth cosisideriisg tîsat tlise Basîki-uipt ince tise iasty actions taken hy Coiigresq. A number

la~ sioîld oîsali acluseps-slibiin a iscsa-ge10of ieadhssg papes-;, reps-esesting boti saides of polifios,
any tracer wvio isad flot regîlariy taken stock, assd have been stroisg intiseirecondemnation of tse sweeping
piaced a legfitisîsate valiellois upoîs his assoe, Gettisg moasure costeînpiated by Seisator Sssmiser's motion.
goods ounliuJae pretesîces ld crimissai; snd it la pretty Tise Boston Board of 'frade isas pssbiisised an able
bai-c te teil wies'e tise criinissslity conmmences or ende arguinit againat its repeai; and a very full sud comn-
wvheis a trader gets a seseoiseg pus-clises bite bila store, plPte statement of tise case, opposing tise abrogfation
ansd a very short time afrerwards fîsile witli a large <if tise Ts-caty, lins beeu prepared b>' a committee, aud
deficieîicy. le iikeiy to be adopted by tise New York Cisamber of

Anofiser point bs-sngist osnt is tisis as in many otisor Commer-ce. Sosustos- Sismuers arguments-if they
cases, le tise inmpossibility of forcinsg trade beyond a may be dignifled with sudsi a name-isave heen
certisi limit in ecdi place. Tises-eis a poinît iviere it answc-red a.-aisiansd again fs-om every point of view;
must cesse te ho safe. A coîsideration of tise nuimber and it is now doubted wisetlîer, iftise veoeiii (ongres
of tradesenegagéd lu mauy ocalities, assd tise limited were te ho takesi overagain, a clecision in favor of tbe
area whicc eauh supplied witli goods, it seeme te usa bseakinu pof tliseTseaty woild be arsived at. Tises-e
eiiou!d becvos-y suggestive te parties grantiiig credits. la no doubt a strong disposition to have tise whobe
Tise retaiber wviso persista iii forcinsg a business wiiicls la question of Reciprocity sîndergo revilon; sud te fuis
eliser unsal'e or usprofitable, ie to be blamed for con- there la ne reasonable objection. A proposai of tis
tinuiug it; but lie je not more te ho coîsdemned tisan nature wotîhd be far more consonant witb sound sense
tise wvissesaie meschant wiso îîîwisely snd witisout aud good feelinîg tisan that adopted by tise Senate.
due enqis-y esncouîrages lim lu sucis a course. Witi tise condemnation lu tiseiigîst quartere of

tise operations of tise raides-s, and tise decision againet
tbem by tise ligisest courts iu tise band, tise feeling of

FASHIION AND TRADE. asimosity wiicb, for a time, seemed te prevail againetI NTIIICATE caiculations hsave been macle slsewing Canada in tise United States, will pase away, and we
f iimmense impusIse given to trace by tise literas-y may look for a more amicabie state of affaire. Tises-o

woi-ks of snch msen as Sir Walter Scott, Byron, now sceme oeves-y probabîlif y ef a seedy abolition ef
Dickens, Thiackeray, &c.; snd we eau oasily under- tise pa.sspos-t regulations. We have great confidence
stanîd, if we give tise sbject a thougist, tisat this muet lu Mr-. Lisîcolu'e honesty and goed eound sense; lie le
uecessai-ily bie se. For, net f0 talk of tise more imuse- strougi>' imbued witis Western idoas, whicis bave ai.
dile work of tise originsal psinters sud publisisers, nos- weys been strongin lurs favor; sud tis, wilis otiser
evoîs 0f tise aimoat isînumerabbe reps-nts wbicis, ou tise things, will, wo trust, influence Iilm to givo tise notice
vos-y susface, show tise amount of work doue, sud for a revielon, rathes-tissu abrogation, of tise Ts-u'ty.
mossey expended, tises-e are bookeellere, isook-isawkers, NR ME DUI .
sîewspapesr proprietors, sud an almeet ines-edible DU E.
numbor of otisers wlho derive support sud grow fat 1 N view of tise probable las-go decrease lutise impor-
on tise single bs-sm of a n-sites- of fiction, a production I tations of tise cusreut yeas,snd tise ince-aed expen-
In itself possessing no uaoney value te tise consumer. diture consequont on tise ouroiment of a large miitia

Tise chsange of fasiin l buttons, whien those of force, it is net unnikely that Mr-. Gaît will propose an
brasa, gilded sud silvered, had te give place te etiiere addition te seme of tise existing duties. It le hardi>'
macle of silk, or tîsin diske of is-on or wood, cevered possible tisat tise Customs taiff wilho increased in tise
witis dots, breught total s-in on eue vos-y important face of declining importations, sud tise delicate posi.
bs-sncb of manufactures; sud as mucis distrees, lu tise tien on which tise Reciprecity Tseaty stands willi,
particulas- district te wisichis i was coufined, as that tises-fore, nsot ho sus-prising if tise excise on spirite and
sustained from tise Cottons Famaine. Que business le tobseco sould ho augmentEd, or, wisat le more pro-
killod by change of fasiin; anothor, by a foucis hable, an increase in tariff for Bill1 stampe.
frem tiseisarloquin waîsd of tis ame wouder-worklug -Sm dao h xeto h erltmTaei

powrspingiroei nes, ul esf-fende uet dtise United States may ho gathered from tise liet of'fasiion of isoops evv@anai ufirredsmt Joint Stock Companies wisich have an existence iufotiswith ho cirched round witis bars of polisbed steel; Piiadeiphia and New York alene. ln Piiadelphla
and soon tise sound Of cboslng riveta up gives dreadful tlsey number tisree hunds-ed and twenty-elist, fifty
isole of preparation for an atfack ou tisé purses of of wicis are paylug mentisly dividende of from one te
busisandesud fatiere--for tIse grester ephere demande lisree per cent. per mentis, lu New York tise number
more enlrged covorlng; lu tisis case, expause and le eue hundred sud forty-elx, of wici thirty as-e
expeuse geing baud lu baud. New kinde of steel are angoenetfurprct.erm th Te

otiodnesud alsarebinnesdevnelopchedwbcîse-nutire numbes- of Companies is tise United States lemotin, nd lage bsinss eveoped whch re-629, witis a prose capital of about tisres isundred mil-vienely bad no existence. lions of dollars. Tise foliowing figures, sowug tise
Man>' otiser freake of fashion, leading to simihar s-o- eues-mous profits wiih some of tisese companies have

suits, will, deubtlese, stiggest themeelves to tise mindseoarued, as iudicated hytise dividende paid,,will b.
of moat mon lu business, more especiahiy if tise> have interesting te man y of eus- roaders :
tise enviable priviiego of paying for tise ados-imeut of 16 Co's paid eacis 100 p cent, for 6 mole ending Dec. 81
an amiable wife and bloomlug daugisters. Few, isow- 9 di di 20 <Ilfor tfemo' of Nov. &Jan.
oves-, as-e aware of tise gsowiug importance, among 3 i i 16 I for tise mentis of Dec.
tise juvonile population, of a business wich now 6 di I 10 40 44 .
occupies, as tiseir sole employment, tise attention of a________
considssrable number of tradesmen tisrongisout Great -_ We bave been toid by a isigisi> respectable part>'
Britain sud Ireland. We refer te tise rage wisicis bas tisat tise Grand Trunk agent at Chicago declines te se-
sprung np witiiutise last few years, for collecting celve fteigbt for Monts-esi or an>' other point short of
postage stampe, se fisatuoyoung lady or yeung geutle. Liverpool. le thie resU>' me? Pes-iape Ms-. P. S.
man's establishsment je complote witisout a postage Stevenson, the Western freigist agent, te wisom tise
stamp album. A magazine for yontis, witis a largeofciireewlengtetsepbcouiseaie-
circulation, bas ne lees tissu six pages octave, closel i il eeWRe]gtn h uleo hsrte
prlntod lu noupareil, of advertseents from dealers elugular policy.

lu postage etampe. Tise great buik of tisese trcîdenmen - Fis-es have bran ver>' fumes-eus aIl oves- Canada
are juveulles, and among tise advertleementesumay lho duriug tise past mentis. Tisa Insus-suce Companies
fouud seme tisat 'would do ne dîscredit to votes-an are said te estlmate tiseir heesea at *820,00 lu tise
puffere. IlAgents! Agents! Agents! Wauted, lu ail mentis.
scisoole and colleges ail oves-tise werld, agents te oeil - We regret te boss-lt sumored fisat, lu censequence
stampe. References required. Ail etampe warrauted of tise probable scas-clty of frolgist, tise -Anches-
genulue." <IlBoware of tise fac-eimilee that are Lino" 0of steamers, hitiserte represeuted bore b>'
advestised. Mind tisat yen are net taken Iu." Ns>', Messrs. G. & D. Shaw. le ikel>' te ho discontinued to
there le even a I Unîversai Stamp Gazette," establiehed tisis port.


