
have the formn of Ilcbrew poetry, and there. wcapons of bis rebellion ; (3) bestows pence
fore it is reasonable to suppose that they were which passeth ail understanding; and (4) in-
chanted after the manner of the Psalms. This fuses principles of kindness and goodwill
gives us no hint of the music heard in heaven, amongst men, ultimately bringing about uni-
or the angels would adapt themselves to their versai peace. The following clause stands in

hearers so as to edify rather than nstonish apposition an~d is explanatory of the renson
them. why there is peace on earth. hence there is n&ý

14. We cannot go fully into ail that connecting "Iand." There is pence on earth
has been wvritten regarding this verse. The because God's kzindness and compassion, his
sense generally is that the event announced "goodNil1,"' have found expression in this
by the anget enhances the glory of God, new-born babe, and are incarnate amongst
brings peace to, eartb, and proclaims God's men.
goodwill to men. The main controversy II. THE SHEPHERD'S VISIT. 15. Let
centres around the word «'goodwill." There us nowgo even unto Bethlehgem-lit., "Ite
are two readings differing by only a single us go, right off, as far as Bethlehem." The
letter, "«Peace on earth to men of goodwill," words imply that tbey were at sorte distance
and the one in our Bibles. The former is fromn the town. They did flot say Illet us go
adopted by. the Revised Version, "'peace and see Nvhether the news is true or flot."
among mnen in iwhoin à. is well pleased," i. e., They beîieved at once, and ivent toi seek the
men who are thse objects of God s '«gondwvilt." Saviour.
" 9The elect people of God. " (Van Oosterzee). 16. With haste-In their eagernesg they
This reading bas been thought by critics to be lost no time. Found-The word means '<dis.
the best supported by ancient manuscripts, covered " after searching. Manger-Ancient
but it bas not proved acceptable to English tradition states that 'the stable was a cave.
readers for reasons both sentimental and '«<The xnonks of Bethlehem show a grotto be-
logical. The sentimental reasons are 'ob- neath thse great Christian church, Iined wit'h
v'ious, but apart from these, iL does flot seemn marbie, which tisey claim to, be the stable
a statement worthy of the occasion that there where the infant Christ wvns laid. I believe

spea.e to, those with whom, God is well that this tradition is better founded than those
pleased. Ne heavenly chorus was needed of most holy places. The caravanserai, or inn,
to tell men that. The most ignorant would naturally be where thi!z is, just outside of
heathen knows fL. But it was in every way the little town. It was founded by Chimham,,
suitable to the event to, proclaimi that God son of Barzitlai, in the days of David (i
looked with pîtying "ibenevolence" on the Sam. 19: 37, 38; jer. 41: 17), and was
who!e fallen race. (John 3:. 16; Epb. 2: 7; scarcely likely to, be changed up tQ the time of
I John 4: 9, 10). Godet says "kwie ofgood. Roman rule, when the early Christians conse-
w1/4 menning those on whom goodwitl rests, crated it as a church. There are many
is a mode of expression without any example."1 natural grottos on the slope of the bill, and we
Dr. Scrivener says that the received te:ut of frequently see in other places that thse caves
our authorized version "lbas the virtually near a caravanserai have been enlarged and
unbnimous evidence of thse Greek fathers, with uised as stables. The stable is very unlike
an authority fromn wbich there is, or ougbit to ours. At the end farthest from thse door is ai-
be, no appeal." Ti. -Lewis manuscript of ways an elevated dais or platformn, usually
the gospel, discovered in 1892 in the convent made by enlarging the caverfi, but teaving the
a t Mt. Sinai, bas tnse common reading -1 good. floor of the platform about three or four feet
wili towards mnen." Great importance is at- higher than thse area. In front of it is a long
tached to this by scholars. If the wvords be trougli hollowed out, reaching from end to
taken to mean "«men possessed of goodwitl," end-the manger. The forage is stored on
i. e., towards God (as in the Engtish version), this ptatform, out of reach of t'he cattle, and is
it is false theology, and although an ange] pusbed into the long manger as required.
from heaven dcclarcd it we would not receive Here thse camiel drivers% ustually sleep, close to

imi. (Gal. 1: 8). If God gav~e peace only their animaIs. Noiv', the inn being fuîl,
to those who, first manifested "goodwill " none joseph and Mary wvould be compelled to, avait
woulcl be saved. In the highest-i. e., in theinselves of this shelter, and to, sojourn on
the heavens, as is shewvn by antithesis to " 6on this platform. Naturatty, wlben thse child was
earth" Other understand iL to mean (i) in bora, the xnaneer would suggest itself as the
the highest strains ; or (2y among thse highest only cradle available, where the mother coutd
angeis ; Or (3) thse nst high God. This was tend him lying ly ber side, and wrapped, as is
a familiar doxology . (ch. 19: 38). IlThse still the universat Eastern custoui, in a senies
song suggests, LIat b aven andl earth bave been of bandages front head to foot, like a inimy,
united, are in a certain correspondence, and till the babe looks like sonse limb newly set
May be simultaneousty described ; as the halo of and bandlaged with surgical skillk" (Canon
glory spread out fromn God to, aIl sides in Tristramn). Dr. Thompson in IlThe Lan:d

pevn oteopale on pat sie sponearth ouvr clet aneBok ads idschl mander tbabi
eaven G5' tbeohalo ofnpence will spreadt..vr oetcellent Bookdsas thated sundgr tanke

(Rom. 5- 1). (Lindsay). Peace-Isa. 9: 6. cbitdren have very often slept in themn while
(i) aChrist reconciles men to Goil by bis atone. spending thse sumner ainong the hbis.
ment; (2) induces the sinner to.lay down Lthe .17. They made known abroad-They
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