
in the2 tM, '<qsmg -* K aG fl7ttm, WO " k 7W14 J*Otn-t:t4k r hwbtWut
hiIrter 6n uatfrr accas R'ound tires aeiay-osCrs âjs hmi o"h

ýsie4ftisopen iqflre nce-ttuhed chant. rms neà4lrtLviignistis xeuruijù a
sçf. âmttmoe w*iolly oe paliy endaosed, (eau, qui&kening ,bfattawake-nlug WO4»,

societime with -oraly pillais supporting the and afterward confenring health2'<. o>
rooft Eetween whlch curtains may be bang. 8. 'Certain of the scribeê-Luke calta
'flic principal, or reception, room is on the themi pharisees and doctors of the Iaw. They
aide &acirk the entrarice. At the farther end came flot only from Galilee but also front
of kt, aîtins tke wall, ruris a raised dais, Judaea and Jerusalem. <Luke 5: 17)>. lê-These
wkth'a few cushions. Besides tire, and pet- scribes formed an exceedingly poweirfiîl organ-
baps a few scraps of carpet, there is rarely any ization in thetime ofJesus. They were called
tùrniîurc.>' (Canon Tristram.> Sopkcrim, scribes or writers, because they

3. Sick of the palsy-Palçv is-a contrac- had been the firsi who wroîe out exact copies
ticin of paralysiv. ?Thc part affected is depriv- off the law -for tbe synagogues. The name
cd ofail sensation, or power of motion. IL comprehended ail tiiose who made it their
mna9 render the vjctim a helpless cripple as in' profession Lu study the Iaw a.nd îeach their
ibis case. It takes, especially in Eastern jfellows iLs requirernents. This study required
lands, titan' exîremely painful and fatal forms. a mani's whole ime, and the scribes had be-
Borne of four-le was carried by four corne a special learned class, which charged
friends on the thickly padded quili, or mat- itself with Pihe care of the law, as the priests
tems, on which hie lay. ï"The poorer classes and Levites îook charge of the temple services.
use nothing but a sort of mat, or rug. of goaL They «ýýere allotted the first seats ini the
ikin, spread on thc grourîd. un which ttc>- synago gue, the upper places at table were re-
stretch thernseNes, covered tmnlv Lv their served for thym, ami their (Itess mnarked, their
'abk>h,' or woollen cloak. 'Tire bLeù ini :his digniuy. They fulfihled thc Mosale law by
pass,_age wab unre of thesc. pnd 1 blJgnar rnultiplying ts precepis, anti inîensifying its
skin, wîith a îoop for a handie a-, each of the minute ceremonr-ial observances, and hrfr
four corners. We have oftcn miet traxellers wcre instinctivelv upposed te) a Teacher whose
or pilgrîms with their L)ed= rulled tip and s-,iung' aîrn wa-N to enforce the moral ideas which lay
across their -shoulder." Tristran-0. Bed- bcneath thé Miosale code." (Lindsay). Rea-
sîeads were, and are sIll,' unknown in the t soning ini their heàrts-They did not utter
E a.s. ,their thuughts. but their faces would shew

4. The press-The crowd aruund Jesus. ;their feelings.
Uncovered the roof-" The rof is reached 7. Blasphemies-"l Why doth thLv man
hy & tlîght of stepýs ouîside the house. From ihus speak,? he blasphemnes !Y" -Thcy think
the roof broad caes pruject inwards, six leet Icontemptuou-Sly of Christ. The word for "ibis
or more in depth, suppurted by light pbo.,*ect- man" is ûften translaîcd " this fellow."
ing rafters. These are covered .%ith marîing, (MaLt. 12 4 6:6,7: ue2: 9 - 2;

or, i the benter dlass of brouse-s, w.ith shingles. ;John 9: 29: Acis 18. 13). * I he gin of b1as-..
or wooden tiles, lightly tacked together. The p-hemy is eummirted when what is unworthy
beatis of the sick. mari carried their burden of (kMi is ascribcd to him, wherî what is due

.irnp -the aur steps oni to the roof; ana then Lu hlm is witholden. and when what exclusive-
standing on its edge, ju-sî over the chief roum, ly bclongs Lu God is applied to those who
theY could easily remove the wooden tîling J have nt) right to it." (Bengel). This was the
fro4 the projectinýg rafters" (Tristram>. ffirst mutterings cf the charge on which Jesus
Eaflern rooms have .low ceilings, and kindly jwas crucified. GOdc only-Perfecrly truc.
bards- below would help, su that, wn ýout any tGo-d alune eau forgive sins. Therefore we
ropes ta aid îhemn, -thc man was _ge__ y wered fcharge Romnish priests with blasphemy when
ai the feet of Jesus. Broken it up-it. îhey presumne 10 say " I abs-olve." " The
"ldug through,rf irnp .lying cf course, some i absolution of thc priest is aller thc manner cf
damage ta the bouse, with dust and confusion,. a judicial act, whereby sentence is prcnounced
aBut thesê were-îrifling matters when a man's by~ the priest as by a judge." (Canons and
life was concernced. The faiîh that overcame Decrees of the Councîl cf Trent). job 14: 4 ;
sach obstacles was wnrîhy of, and received, Ps. i , . 4; Isea 43: 25; Rom. 8: 33. Only
thehighes('commendaicn. the One offended bas the right ta forgive the

offenice. But Tesus u-s (bd as Well as mani.
V.PARDON PRÛCL.&î-MwL. 5. Their' B. Percefved ln bis spirit-This nas

faith-The 6aith of all five. And ibis faith, instanîly. He read their thoughts like an
as fn the case cf ail whoin he healed, w-as not open book. This ought to have shewn tem
as yet the reception of any certain doctrines-., thathle was indeed " The Searcher of hearts"
but a deep sense cf necd, and of Christ a" the <Ps. 739: 1I-Jio; John 2: 24,'25). "I-is know-
only cOne *Who could -mcci that. need.e., lcdgc was immnediate and sufirnatura?, as is
<Trean. Thy sins are forgivçn (R. V.)' most carefully and precis-;ely here signiffed."e

(:2' ur Lord saw i'he ma&"s heari, his misety f (Alfotdi. Why reason )ye-Mauthew says
of &oul, that he cared mca for spiritual bless- i '<hereforc îhinik ye cvii? "Why do you
ing. and that he feared Nis Sir:s. which [mnay tur ln y-mur minds îowards the judg*ïnn
have> broughî bis disease, would prexent theli which decies me to be a blasphenier, ins:ead


