THE HARBINGER,

CONDUCTED BY A COMMITTEE OF GENTLEMEN.

in malice Lo ye childrch, but in understanding be men.—SE Paul.

Vou L

SEPTEMBER 15, 1849,

No. 9.

ConTENTS.—Letler from the Rev. J. Roal—French Canadien Mission—Letter from the Rev. H.
Wilkes—Public Education—< The Church and the Glorious Murt)r“—The Nature and Censtitution of
a Christian Church~— Memorial to the Genéral Governor—Appeal to the Public—Advertisement—
National Education—Presbyferian Marriages— Unity of the Church—Roman Catholic Estimate of
Oxford Movements—The Curse of Pnseynm- C.nada, Reserve~—Society of Friends—Episcopal Assump-
tion—Conversion of thie Jews—The Stranger Guest—Modesty of True Learning—Missionary Intelli-
gence; Wést iudles, Jamaicay British Guiana—Missionary Hymn.
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WAKEFIELD, YORKSHIRE, 3d August, 1842,

M7 DEAR FRIEND.—It is some lime since you
heard from me, not because I have felt but little
interest in Canada, and your publicetion, but, be-
cause Constant travelling and speaking in behalf of
the Colanial Missionary Society leave me no time
for other engagements. Itis my work almost daily
to take a journey, hold a meelmg, answer numerous
letters from parties enquiring about Conada, and
caiigfation, and wait on !eadmg rembers of our
denomination, on benalf of our missions. :Any
course more exhaufsling 10'the mind and spirits,
can lierdly conceive of. Butif it in any degree
promote the evangelization of our Province, I shall
consitler the sacrifice that I am muhng, abundantly
recomperised.

I have already vmted some of the principal
Churches in London, as well as in the country.
Respcchnv the results of my intercourse with the
Churches, it is difficult for me to make an estimate.
1t has not been my business to make co!lecllons-l
hate had to produce an mierest in the reiigious
condition of the Colonies, and in the operation of
the Oolonial Missionary Society.  This has been
exhibited in most of the Churches v:sxtcd, in a
manaér quite unequivocal—in many cases in the
spontancous offers of donations ; in others, in
complaints that no collections had been made;
againy’in persons unasI\ed gaing out to collcct. sab-
scnphons, and in ol.hcr similar expressions of
awakenéd zeal. Jtis qulte evident that our Society
will become an olucct of connnderable publxc inte-
rest—but n. will previously be requisite that all our
British Churchcs should be visited by ministers from
the Colonies.

You will wish to know somewhat of the stule
of religion as it has been presentcd fo me in
my tour.  In speaking on this topic, I must first |n
mention, that the presentis a time of sore persecu-
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tion against our churches and people. By persecu-
tion, { mean nothing which could be remedied by
the uppllcal.on of existing laws, or the enactment
of new ones. I mean lfxc tyrunmcnl exercxse ol’
social mjluences to coerce co , and p
religious independence. ‘The poorer members of
our churches, (especially in the rural dxslncls) are
suffering, by exclusion from participation in the
charities of their parishes, by being ejected from
their cottages, and by a deprivation of employment.
Ths middling classes amongst our people, are pun=
ishied by exclusive dealing, and a refusal of every,
situation under the control (direct and md:rccl), of
the clergy a and anslocmcy. Our higher classes are
heldat a dlslunce by the neighbouring gentry, and
at the samie time occasionally ﬂ.xltered amf courted,
so far as to let them see what would be the : recep~
tion given them, weére they to become recusant
of prmmplc. Itis universally nsser!ed, that nothing
approuchmg to the present stale o(’ things was ever
felt befsre. The tendency of iti is to remove fromus
those who are not Congrcgauonallsls upon princis
ple, and then to bund together the whole body in 2
compact form, and 1o attract public attention and
respect for a cause so unfairly dealt with. Except-
ing in the cascs of a few of Our more worldly and
fashionable people, the results hitherto have been
harmless to our cause. The weaker churches still
maintain their ground, while throughout the body
attention to our dislinctive principles, and boldness
on thexr behallare evidently on the increase. Many,
too, are saying, *¢Itis now mam!’esl that o domi-
nant clergy never can beat real wlulc there are
any around them not sub,,er.t. to, then’ authority.”
My xmptesslop is, that the present, is nof a
time of greut reho'lous progress in any of thé de=
nominations of this countyy. Indeed, it seems 1o
me, that the characteristic of this time 1s the stag-
nancy and inaction of the public mind. On almost
cvery subject, this is the case—therg are noimproves




