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him in « situation whereby he was independent of both. ! tical, and newspaper correspondents who have treated of the
And this position of neutmlity and indepcndcllec, after nfiairs qf_x\ortlx Amcvgu_‘n, it would be impussible to find one
the asperities anu ..isagreements, consequent on an impor- | “"l";‘i Thees l’“{"m 1800, does not aver thut the contrast pre-
tant social change, had passed away, left Lord Elgin, at’ Stier. i most unfasoum side, und the United States on tho
ant s ge,y * way, Hulgin, other, is most unfavourable to the former, most discouraging 1o
full liberty to consider the financial measures which were | these who prefer monarchical torepublican institutions,  Well,
required e mise the eredit of the Provinee.  Compare ! since 1550, there is an unanimity almost as remarkable—and
this with the pusition of Lord Metealf. Fven so ‘ the Lord Trovost has adverted to thut—the other way. It

J
4 . . .
late as 1846, there were no instruetions, from the Colo- | Yould b¢ impossible to find one, I think, who docs not admit
ial Office 2 to anv mrecise - .]’. 3 14 have | that since that period the progress of Canada has been in all
nia ice, us to any precise course which would have *yecpects moat satisfactory, equalling, if not surpassing, themost

protected the Governor from the obloquy of one or other | favured parts of the Union.  No people line been more frank
of the factions with which he was surrounded.  The only | in declaration to this fact than our neighbors of the United
instruetions were those of a general nature, which em- .\.lt:\lcs. 1l :\?ed not say to you that there is no ohject upon whigh
powered all former Governors toact altogether on their :,:&}ﬁ?ﬂ:f;:l ttll:;]"\':‘:::lmsi’;‘f“ ave more proud than they are in

- . . . h . i H |y mtional education, and they cer-
own dxscrchon, assisted, from time to time, by t_h? ¢oN-_ tainly havo very good reason to be so; because while we are in
flicting advice of the Colonial Seerctary.  On arriving in | this country proclaiming vociferously our zeal for pupular
the Provinee, he found a wealthy, iute]lig_;cut party in , education, and proving our sincerity by uniting to overwhelm
possession of all the avenues leading to preferment, and [ ¢Very specific plan that is produced, there is actually in that
of all the offices which were c:lp:lb]e of bciug used as a d colony In operation « system that is clevating the tntellectual

g . h - stundurd of that peaple to an clevation never bifore attained by any
means to control the general administration.  Insueh 2 community.  At'the meeting of the Education Board in New

state of things there was no choice bctween‘ submitting, . York, a paper was read, representing the system of cducation
on the one h:md, to a puwer greater than hnnsclf, aud, in (.:madx} as equal to that in Massachusetts or New York, and
on the other, countenarcing an opposition that had . I‘!“‘ S“'i‘"\‘,‘l“"‘ recommended the system adopted at Toronto,

s R N anads rut. 21 sirable th 3 T
neither character nor organisation. That Lord Met. ' | duda West. 1 do not think it undesirable that the population

banbedi il o A , of Scotland should know that there is a country not two week’s
C““.: like his prcdfzccssor.\., thercfore, ﬁ“kd‘to‘ d({ ﬂmt;s:niling from (lasguw, possessing a fertile soil and a genial
which was accomplished .:lft(:l‘\\':n'ds by Lord Elgin, 15 not | climate—possessing 2 population very like whatyou find inany
te be wondered at; nor is lie dcscr\‘wg less of credit for, S.coltxsh countynslmnn.g.our views and sentiments on all ques-
having performed so little.  In the same circumstances, 1:"":2?; "(";"_]‘:' ﬁ:’?’";‘lr l‘;’}‘“;‘_" , ’;}“’ “1;0“0 ;‘“: ;‘dlgwu-“l-_ with ;1"3
ST ) 1. S . e 3 o CANs Ls anung cdueation, free of cost. and on conditians that
Lord Elgin would himself have been sacrificed to the un j can do violence to no principle, on conditions attainuble by every
deﬁ“cfl and arbitrary p‘)hc}: which h“d‘ been fcllowe}l 5 child in the community, and where every child of talent and
and might have returned to England destitute of Canadian , industry may go to the highest school, where & superior edu-
laurels, i¢ not have been mumbered as the fifth Governor- | cation is given (m"the same terms, and from the superier school
General on whom the grave had already closed. to the University.

Another pari of Lord Elgin’s speech is, we think, P e people of England, who have thus been told that
cqually exceptiomble; nmwely, that in which he muarks . we have a system of education that is lccating onr inted-
1850 as the year of a crisis, when Canada, previously : lectual stundurd to an cdecation never be fore attained Ly
without developed wealth, character, education, or enter-  any conmunity, must imagine, certainly, that we are in-
prise, at one bound reached a preéminence so exalted as . tellectual prodigies.  Yet, we question mucly, if greater
to eclipse, and, comparatively, throw into the shade the | Gothamitesare to be found, in any part of the world, than
boasted ‘pretensions jof jthe United States. This is!what are turned out of our Normal School. We only
what connoisseurs in gymnastics would call “drawing a invite our readers to read the correspondence of the loeal
Jong bow.”  But kuowing, as we do, Lord Flgin’s cclec-  superintendents contained in the last Annual Report. to
tical methed of preparing specches to suit the tastes of’ satisfy themselves that Lord Elgin’s linguage is inflated
the greatest number, at the same time, to present only  bombast, without one particle of truth.  The school act
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that side of a subject which serves best the euds sought
to be attained by popular appeals,—we are not surprised '
at the bold statement he ventured to set forth on this
head.  The reason, however, for selecting 1830 as the
date of the regeneration of the Canadian rce, has a
meaning which many may not, at first sight, apprehend. |
That wus the year when the Common School Act was,
passed and came in foree, and when Lord Elgin appears
to have first perceived the use which could be made of
the school machinery to serve apolitical purpose.  1f we
couple this discovery, and the use he made of i, with
This unmitigated praise of the common school system, and
in return, the unmitigated praise bestowed on him by the
chief conductor of that system,—the reason for selecting
the year 1830 will admit of an casy solution.  \ccord-
ingly, we find, by the speech, that the contrast with the
Tnited States in favor of Canada, from that date, is made
introductory to the remarks which immediately follow in
praise of the school system.  This connection is so studied
in the speech, yet w reality so false ; and the language
of fulsome adulation is so contrary to the facts, that we
cannet help citing the following, as a specimen of what
Yord Elgin had repeated a thousand times before:—

T do not wish to cncumber you with 3 mass of statistical
details, but among writers of all descriptions, political, statis-

of 1550, which constituted a Chief Superintendent with
unlimited diseretionary and arbitrary powers, and respon-
sible only to Lord Elgin himself; which established 2
huge printing machinery o over-rule public opinion 5 aud
supplied means from the revenue of the Provinee on the
most extravagaat seale, to force on the people a repub-
lican system that was repulsive to their British feclings
and to British usage: however it may have been made
subservient to Lord Elgin's political ends, will yet remain
a standing monument of the folly and the mischief of
permitting private interests and personal motives to super-
sede the public good and the general claims of the com-
munity.

The allusion, in the above extract, to the estimate
formed of our schoul system, by the New York Eduea-
tinmal Board, 1s intended as corrohorative of the tenor of
the remarks which precede.  The New York Board,
however, formed its opinion fram the perusal of a paper
which had been concocted in the Education Office here,
expressly for the accasion.  That paper may have been
prepared in the same way that Lord Eigin pro pares his
speeckes. The New York Board had no opportunity of
knowing whethier it was soor nat. It may have con-
tained only part of the truth, and that part way have been
so varnished as to have imposed on the Board, which was



