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CHRIST'S FIRST WORDS TO HIS
DISCIPLES.

e Ipowcrfuil, s.e joynuts in its influenice as titis, and lie that
beimevcs titat liss ia the Lamnb of (led %viii desiro tie know
more ot Dis transcendent excciicncy anil glorious grace. To
know Eis a ternal Eitc.

11. - Tii tea y~ ?l<q f rra.iing anîd i1ierpaqiii,7 cur knowZedgos
A S-ERM\ON BY THE LATE 1EV. JAMES SPE'NCE, D.D. of Jés Chtrist, is tefllowirln4

lAnal tho tira disciples hecard hlm apetsk, and tltcy fniiewred Jesits. Tihis mothod the tiwo disciples nt once ailopted. Titey
Vien Jeans tîtrneel tand 8.i% them foilowin g, and sait> utt thein, n'1thv t
WYhat teck ye? TicY s'ld unto lm.n Rabbi (wlitckh la te say, belng Wtt ltiv s.yod iwitli.Johnii, and "sked hlmii for tiartiter anti
Interpretei Mastcr), witec dwellest thont? Hoe saith utito tieti (e-l t__ - 1r information about %ho iNessials ; btut i oftade this,
amil see. 'litey came nnd saw whro lie dwcelt, and abode wlth hlmt Mbt titey loft the I3aptist, anti at ontce ftoowcl tihe Savintir.
clay.**-John L 37, S, 39. Assa titis is thte truc ivay of oitainiiîîz knnill.'a'z ofa Vlhrist.

TT is oftn ititcresting te traue things tu thecir enigin, s-) as NN hat tans itmnan teachers toit un about Iits ? Theay inay
1. tu note their begssnsings. This se truc in rùlation litha ipreset tite testiiittny tif <loil fuily andl tatituty. for ntîr
te thte workis of -ad and tité efforts of iman. You asccud tihe reclatutn l uit tf vo' are te- knesv Chirst. wou iiîssqt follaswv
course et a river, %vith intocroat marksng isow its Chanttnel itusasu if. Wita eau gtvc s instrucetin %bout the' savhatir bunt
grattually narrews as you advanco, uutit, at longth, yout flud Iitutacit? who eau unfold te uts Uts glory, or reveat te us lits
its source in somne bubbiing spring ameng the hih. Yett bcauty. sac inak'o knewrs to us lus grace, bstt Ilinsoit? XVie
atudy with profit andt pleasure the pregrosa et saine great cau' tell US what Hie is9, in the gfory and nsystery of Ilis
hîsman discovcry, -,lslch lias %vonderftilly addeat te our persen, ansd whlat ttielias dono in the perfection of Ris work
faciiities et interceurse or our appliances et cemfort-suciî, but Hlimacit ?
for instance, ais the use et steam-power: and yeu go back ani And how mstch ia there in Hlm te bo known ? In titis
back, front ene stage et its tsistory te another, untit yen firtd iuattor tie ioset experieuiccal Christian lia% net yet attained,
il ais ida fiirt taking shape in tihe mind et a Watt or a or reachcd a fuit krowlcdge et the Saviour.
Stoplitnson. Mlore intcrestisg, and mise profitable far, is it "Earth is too tsarrowv te express
te trace tise progrcss et Christianity, as tho grandeat wvork etIi otBsgoro i ia..
God in the history of the wortd. How vast aow is the mut.lswrh Bsgoy r I. rc.
titude et tise disciples et Jesus : hbo you sec Him begîsi Se tisat %vu may be ever groiving in tise knewlodge et H-9
with, two. Titese verses record the fi rat proof or iliustraiuis personat, excellensce, and readenptîve gierv. How muchi in
of the Sav'sour's influence ausong men. TIsey repnrt the first there te ho kîsewn. ef Risa ' the ma3nesty et iis Clndhead,
words et Jesus Christ iu Ris public character te Ris iirst ansd tise ntystery et His nature as Emmanuel, <led with us ?
disciples. T-icice hotore Bis words are recorded. Once te 1Itow mî"'is is tises e te ho kinown et Hsm as theo emsy Mediator
His earthty parents Nvhito He was still a ho y, regarding His betweeu (,ot and man, in tise suliciency et lits sacrifice andi,
Father's work-Luke ii. 49; a second tinse te Jolin the ]3aptist, the provatence et lis iuntercesson ? llow mnuch in thore te
on the occasion ef [lis baptias, as a word et censecration be ksowri et Juin as tise Prophet, Pricat, ani Kinsg et Ilis
te Ris ofllce-MýLattheir iii. 15 ; and a third turne, on te Cissrcis and people? ilow niuch is there te ho known et
occasion et has temptation in the witdernms, as a word ot lim as tise Redeemer et men, thse glarions conqueror et Sin
victory over the Tompter. Boe first we have Bis word te and Death and Hell, tor ali who tohlow Him ! And hsow
imon as tiseir Savieur drawving thens te Hlimacîf. mucîs is there te ho known et Hics as tise man Christ Jeans,

Some fishermen et Galile, Iooking for redemption in 1Iscael, in ait the luvingeess eftUs friendship, and ail the tendernes.s
haci been attractod down the banks et thse Jordan by reports et [Bis sympatlsy? lie has unsearchablo richsos: and in Bics
et tise ionderful preaching et John the Baptist. Thocy catisse arc ii ait the treasures et wisdoiss and kneivlodge.
te licar andi sec for thempcives. John sawv Jesus on one How tison ean vie isîcreaseoeus' knowledge, et thse Savieur,
occasion drawing near te the crowd et lus hearers, aîtdj ho but by appiyiug te Himseit, andi followsng Him? Thon shahi
aaid, IlBehold the Lamb et God, that taketh away the sin et WvC know if WCe tolliv on te knoiv the Lord.
tise worid.>' TIhe next day ho repeatesi thse saine testimony, W'hat is il thon, thus te foliow Huim? WCe Cannot et
a ho sa-w Je-gus waiking near. This reooves declarationi course foleow Hlm in thse sonsa that thoso twe disciples did;
stirred the seuls et twvo of Ris disceipies-tivo et these Onlîlcan but soincthing et tise saine principle may ho manitestcd.
fIishcrmcn-and they left thse Baptiat and folloîves Jesus. Theo wilt bc attraction. Tise seul in ait its powers witt
The wvord that Ho spoko te thon-His influQnce over them- ho drawn eut ator f-ins andi towartis Hum. These disciples
sasid the privilege hoe affordesi thein, present a suitable and sought the Mossiais, anti they were drawn te Ilim. Se Christ
suggestive liseu- for meditation. May Christ Hisoît help dravis mon stili te Him, andif stCv are tol!owving Huim wov shall
us le understand is fuit and heaistiful moaîtiug in relation te foot this attraction.
ourselves, that thoe who have fnlloeodHiiu nssay foiiew Hisi Thero wiii bo faitis-a ie'iet tisaI Ho is visat thse testimony
,more tully-that thoseo lave net , et toliwed lins may et <led declares is te ho, anti a trust in Him as tIse
begin trem. this heur. Saviour ansd friensi tisat; %, nsed-able te take away ait our

I. - A iUle real ?atowleal9c of Jeszis Chriet produces the
desire for more.

Il vas Se ia the case ot these tva d:scipies, anti it ever is so.
They had isoard the testimnny et John tise !3aptisî regarding
Jesus-cvidontly had board il oftner than once, andi tlsey
rocoivosi it : " 1Behold the Lamb et Gosi that takoth naày
tise sin et tise wond. " Il was a vendrous teslimony ; and
tlsey toit il exactly suited te thes. Thoy hasi sin te he
taken away, and +,bey reselvesi aI once te seck tise know.
lcdge et Joeus, and te tollew Ris. They prizesi the Baptist's
ininistry, for il had donc them good, but they toit that the
Lambi et Ced vas infinitely more te thera than John coulsi ho.
Se nevi, my bretisten, there la ne one who remly receives
God's message regarding Jesus, although lis taith sould. be
'i rt but as a grain of austard seed, Wiso dees net deeire te

'Inwmore et the glorieus Son et Ced. This knowledge la
no hlessesi and se beautitul, se sweet andi saered, se powerfui

nd prtigsehaowda ad oystat ho vih& ossesses
Slutte th as isonbprciu xeienev seek te

tiesses more Thi la tiekoldewshm svse tinte
mlvatien. This is the knowledse for tho efelec ethich

Mu 'which above aIl others vo are Cosmnded te grewv. Ansi
t. Pl ore a" ing s O S. Thi n he knowledge ue

sîns ana te save oxîr seils. iIwre can bc no Ielowing Hics
without faitis. Some fotlowcd lins while Ho was on cartis
without real faits, toilowed is foe time troin curiosity or
camnaI mutive ; but they vierc san oftended by lis doctrine,
andi vent back andi %% aikes ne more wsth Him. Thero musst
ho faith in ordor te foilovi Bisa fuily, tasth in Ftim as tho
Savieur et men.

Tiscre wiil Le suhmission-a readinesa te de visaI ho
desiros or commanda, just as these disciples unhesitatingly
anti joyously ohoyod -ihen in reply te their question,
IlMaster, where dwelleat thon ? B e said, "lCorne and
see."' Se we must surrendor ourselvea te His guidanice and
influence if Wo -svouid. truiy foitow Rins. Te know [ins, --ie.
must tollovi Ris, te tollow Bisa we muaI trust Hlm, and
ebey Bis. There is ne otber way et reaching tisaI knew.
ledgs whicli it tise true light and liberty hero, and which wiiI
ho lite eternai horeaftr.

III.-lae Spirit of devout inquiry always meees with, the
6'aviour'a eijpatay and ai ld'.

"Josus tumnesi and sawi» these two disciples tollowving
Hum ; but svhy did le Iun? They venturesi on ne addrcss,
noer auy introduction et their own, and were following la
silence. But Jesus ivas conscieus in Bis Spirit that they wec
tollowing, that tise heur was novi come when Ho %vas te hegin
te draw mon areund Hlim; and, Ho turnesi andi looked, upon
tise twe as the first given te Hlm et tise Fathor. He openles


