
tig anI trlives in socktng go enter intoe tti ly rulngin illitel
s.ts tuot te I'rebyîery, lie was lIte-t o prcrwhl tIge Fvrrast,,î
~opL Anoliter higltly pronîing addition lis stes been naine ta oi
statof 'robtieîcrs M1y te Loerd of Ille V'îneynrl .alet ovvr Ilhen

aid ndatmlîy bleu. lhite: andtI îitr labnurs i Ir. 1' lidl rea il n
excellent ossuy ltp<ut Ille Eiidîte i risîiaîî)ity, andI gîttlmitted t i

--credliîaiy exiii:tuiolonison Illechaises, Nihlalties agnd Tiseoogy.
Mt, M~eNviilie ailse rond -lit Ilai q"iiîei by Élie Colittnigtee of Pres.
bytery, apjtoinwed to ex~amtine bti fur sndtnixion a-% a $tndetit. 'llie lZe-
port of te Co:litl:ttetý, and Illîe wsaiere lti.0lY croditaille ta Mr.
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In his ecclesiassical citiracteristice, Dr. WVtlhcrsp)oon gîves soume fear-
fui satirical representagios, wIticlh, weivo licots salit, aire noe way civer-
charged, of the delorable mta of rchimton itt gite Citurcit of Scothind
albout tîto middle of last ccntîtry. lit referenoe t0 those lie saya in lits

-seîlous spology-*" wîîhît titeso few years, writitugs wcro publislid lit
Scotiand directly levcllcd ngainist religion itself-t-ikiitg away the very
fausidâtions of ilnorality-rcnrîing our Rtecmer's mime~ witl conteti
andi derision-anid briitîing ii uioulit the vcry beiîîg of a God. Wrîings

kfT kind htave been publicly avowed, andI the naines of îhleauthors
prôfireti. Now, wltcre liait4 been the zeal of the etteicieis of tîto chatare.

teristico againtus such writitt1 Ihave they înoved for -the exercite of
ýdiîcipIino againstthit n'riters. Ilave îhey sujîp)orted thonmotion when
ma"eby otiters " ,Againi, "Theb persons chietly aittîcd ait in the chtar-
actoristies had, by a course of docisions, plantcd the country with useleas
flutisterl; andI thotigli the wltole office of ordination procets open the
-ri ppouiî ion of a caou freim theopeople, grsvely adrnittcd tîtein witlîout a caou
at ail. Conscientious ntinisters absonteil thcmsolves front tîtese pretend-
cd ordinations, tili lit last- it eanie insu tîte bonds of theîr ciee Io
force thet-oi to bc proeuett under pain of the lti.glîest censures of the
Church.»

Iii sucit circunatances it was net wonderful Ébat ciements wcre in op-
eratin wlîich wcre likeiy t0 ]endi to a new disruption In the Clturch of
Scotlaud. 0f tltese we shall etîdeavour now ta trace the progrcss and
early resuli.

The littmediate cause of that suavement in whicli the Relief Church
origîiatd, was a prosentaflun given ta Mr. Rtichardson to tlîo Clurcb andi
Parisis -of Itîvcrkeiîthing. The people res-isted tîte seuîlenment. The
Comimission of the Amsenibly, in Novetoiber, 1751, enjoitîct the Presby-
tory to proced with the induction, rThe Presbytery refused to obey tho
Comomission. At tue itext meeting of the Commission, it n'as mioved
Éhat the Prembytery should lie censuired for refractory conduct. Titis mo-
lion, however, dii flot carry; but the Comisjsion appointei tlle Synoti
of Fife t0 îîroceed witl Mr. Richardson's inuction belore hera mnsît of
May, 1752, and t0 report to tîte Goîteral Assenibly then to mtecst. But
the Synod aisé refused obedience taille Commission, andI in conscquenco
a conîplaint was itado to te A-sseld)Y agaillst bath Presbytcry andi Sy-
noti for refrising Io exeute te senteance of the Conmmission.
--This case was taken up by the Amenibly wi:iî great keennesi. Tlîey

founti «That the Commnission-in Mat.rcit had excccded tîteir îîowcrs, an:d
bail flot donc what they wec bou,îd ta do, cemtformi t0 the liowers giveli
thons by the hast Asscnily." Accorditîgly tey nppointcd tho Dutfermn.
lisse Presbytéry te repair ta Inivprkeitltin.-, and on Thursday forcison,,
that-week, te induet Mr. Rich2rdson. The whôhc Prcsbytery wero or-
dere t 1 attend ; and whorens, thire w ore ustiahly considereti a quorum,
the Kwetnbly agreei titat îlot les than five shoulti bo a quorum on this
occasion.- Thtis n'as intended ta -brins; tho malter ta a -point, as illey
knew Éhat three wouhd bc found ready-to obey, but they doubted-witîer
filie ofthte ministers oftit- Presbytery wouid obey; andi thte Presbytery
were ïppoînteod b report ta the Amsmbly next daty. Qniy Élites ÉTmis-

toms <I the Presbytery. willing te obey the Supremoe Court, went t0 In-
t îerkeitlting ;bat lty th(' A"enî'4dY's arranîgemnt thsty cosîi net procecd,

îlnt litving the itîthorised qiturtrt. rVite tîeindiers wue docliîted ceopli-
atîce wurr, ofeîree, c-'il,10( Io1 tuite iir rensoîts 10 tc Assetnbly.-

1 'l'ie ren:s of seoveral wec sustoiiîcil. IN05rs. Robet Stark, Torry.
lonrs, David -hutnier, Saline, Alexnder 1Dalitig, Cleisît, joint slîcnc,
OrweciI. l'Thomtts Gillespie, cartîocek, andI 'I'hitns FriIufrn
piedl consceotiotis dulctk, andtî gave ii te foiluwing rchîroscntation tu
thte Asstîbly:-

"'lo Illte v'ory itevercild ilie Modereitor, end lthe lteierend andi Ilunour-
abl 2ettbes c uc etterblo Assettîtdyotlgît Cîntrei mfctadtest 

h':dinburglt, 'May, 17î52, the htumble ropredentatint of Ilte itîîtistermattiha
l'rcsbytery of Iinferitnliîîe, whiose tines are horetînito subjoitîed : Wu
cannatsl buît lie dIeep>' nil'eee witlt agtr gîresetît situattiotn, in lyibig obligeti
Itan alnt aIthe bar of titis î'etîerable Aissettili>', ta mnswer for tlon-compli.

anc wilt ttofttciappiîuttent ;but nostlis veîîcrabloCourt insogoosi
sas tu allow ls 10 sgueak itoîîr owtî beliif, wu siî:ll, lterefore, beg louve

in utc exeution oftie ordera wo received,amid lwhiei tilli iy scb diffleul-
tics ii otti way iti wc are notalIe t0 soîmmunt. And Ibiswe hope 10do
witl t plaisgdines andI honesty, and nt the saine dîme with titat dutiful
respect t0 lthe suprcmojudicatory of hiîs Chureh,whieit It lesa jusily en-
titied t0 expeet fromt us. WVe itet scarceiy observe hon' unjuîstly we have
been represented as baving no aiier difl'tculty bint thte unreaionaldeo fear
ofopposing t ili-grounided prejtilices of our people ; nor ncdd n'a in-
forit titis boisse Éhat, ever sîtîce the Act restoritig patronnages in the endi
of Queen Aimai's reign, tera lbas been n voilemnent opposition t0ai se mt.
tlcîttenîs by preseitikîiono, whero shore n'as but a small conctrrence,which
actilenents htava alrcady itroduceti a train of tue triot unitapjty ceonse-l
quenees, gresîly affccting tîte ittrests of religion, and if turned- mgo the

*stated aud rixed ritie of proceduro will, in ail probabilityi bc attendeti
%vithi evcry fatal efflect. Now, under sncb a view end5 apprehension as
titis, n'as it any îvondcr, or n'as it itteonsistent %vith that obcticncc wbich
we owe ta our earthhy silperiors iii the Lord, Ébtat w'e sitould dormur andi
stol) short lit carrying a seutlenment ins exeution n'hore, ini our apprchen.
sien, tdtcte n'as hy ticnicans ach a concurrence of persans residing in tho
Itarisit, as inight givo sufl'îelent wciglit naîIl inifluence for prometling the
great ends of the iîtistry 1 The Assettbiy kno' n'el -Éhat It appeaue
froînt titeir own nets andi resolutiouis, cnterc-d int their records, that tho
Ian' of patronage bal licels considereti as noe saaîl griovansc ta ibis
Churcb, flot tosay as inconsistent with our Union Setulement ; anti ne finti
il deelareti, net 25:h of May, 1736, that it Is, and bas been since tbe Re,
formation, tic principlo of ibis Cîitirci, titat no nîinister shall be intruded
int nny parisit contriry ta lte n'ill of tho congrégation ; andi, titerefore,
it is seriously recommendeti, by the saiti Act, ta ail judicatorics et tii
Citurcb, te bave a due regard te the saiti principlo in planting; vacant
-congi'egations, se as nona bo itîtruded i mb sucb parishes, as tbey rai-
gard the glory et Goti and the edification of the body of Christ ; whicit
rd2comnie3ndation we hunîbly apprehendta bc h strongly- supported by the.
principles of reason, andI tiîe laws of our Lord Joisus Christ. Permit us
ta informi the Asseînbly tbat, aifter repeateti endeavours umeti by-Comunit-
tccs of tho Presbytcry ta lessen thc opposition 10 Mr. Richtardison, in the
parish, of inverkcitiing-, matters stili ronmain in sucit a situation, that w.
arca brougt te titis unitappy dii enma citber of coming under the impu-
tation of disobcdience to a particular order of our echesiastical superi-
ors, or contriiîuting otir parito lte cstablishtment of measures whieh n'o
cao neititer recencile with tho deciareti principies, nor with thte true in-
torcols of ibis Citurcit. On ttc n'iole, wc Cannet bciP thinking tat, 'oy
bavi:tg in active hand in earrying-;Mi. Richardison'» seutlement into exc-
cution, we sitld hc the unbsppy inîstrumntns, as otatters non' stand, te
speok in thte languagc of holy writ, of scattering the flock et Christ,-net
to mention witat may ho the fatal consequences et sucit seniemetnts te
our happy civil- constitution. If the venserablo Asscmbly sitall, on titis
acceunt, jndige us guilty et sunob criminal disobedience as te desserve-their
censure, we trust tey n'ill,ant lcat, allo 'at n' have act-et ais hensest men,
willing ta forego evcry secular advantago for conscience sake. lasuet an
event, Ibis, through grace, shah ho oui support, that, ne being chrgeti
n'ititany aegl et ofthte duties of oui' m~iniàt amtong »ou coinsniîted
1e our cate, n'c ar~e Io sufflr for adherinz te what we apprilheat so b. the


