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the pust wvhilst we continue to walk in
the Spirit as thc one and only lawv of
life.

But to those -%vlo hiaye exarnincd into
the figurative langruage of the Seriptures
until they have recogrnized its truc im-
port we say, that no surg-icat. operation,
according, to their thougbÊt, lias taken
place. The changre siinply and only
,exists in thc fact that in place of con-
tinuingt bue endles§ efforts afber sup-
pression of evil, or tryingr to believe that
carnality is gone, because the blood
.cleanseth, we have turtied aside com-
pletely from t1iese fruitless devices,
and have accepted the invisible HoIy
~Ghost in Ris sublime offer to be to us
the only supreme law or gruide and
-teacher in life, and now we obey Hum
%vith a monientary, a yearly obedience.
Tiiere is no real change in us as to body,
iiiid or- spirit, as far as thc composition
ýo? those entibies are 'Poncerned; bbc only
change is in the objeet of obedience, -vve
havingy now substibuted the spirit for tbc
letter, and in se doingt we find obedience
iaoth complete and easy.

In this sense it is a new creabion, fer
behioldallold th ingcs have passed away and
-ail tbingts have become new. The only
fault we find with even tbc strongy ex-
pressions and figures of Scripture, de-
scriptive of oui' state, is that they are
xiot strong enough, for our peace is pasb
trnderstandrng, our joy is unspeakable,
our love is perfected and our lives are
~only faintly described as '* dways
,abounding. in the work of the Lord."

CLAIMING PROMISES.

Is it right, te dlaimr promises? We
,reply yes and no, according to bbc mean-
ing pub into tbe expression..

Generally the act o? claiming ii an
admission that tbc truth ef thc apostolie
-statemient, " ail things are yours," is
doubted, and that, therefore, faitbi towards
Ood is not perfect.

What wvould We thiink of a father who
was ever and anon c1aî'nv!nýq sonie piece
of furniture in bis home or sonie article
of food on bis table. Would it net sugy-
gest to the strangrer that hitherbo they

did not belong to himu, or that bis actions
indicabed unsoundness of mnd ?

\Vhat would wve thinir of the million-
aire who spent a large part of bis time
in cla*tibiýgy opie after another of bis
pieces of property, occasionally varyiug
bbe occupaition by extractingr a bankc note
f roiu hîs pocket and geingc th. ough, the
foriniality of clcuiming bbc promise te pay
written or printed uipon it'? Wduld it not
be pronounced on as a niuch mnore satis-
factory euiploymnent if hie sbould rather
spend bis tîmie in usingy bis promises te
pay in obliging others.

But the children of this ;vorld are
iviser in their greneration than many pro -
fcsscd Obristians, and bence give tbc
latter a inoropoly of this wvork of dlaiim-
ingy promises.

Do ive condeinn this kind o? panto-
mimic performance altogether ? Byno
means. If the mnan of nicans cannot be
pemsuaded to use bis money wvibhout
going bhrough tbc formaliby o? ciaiming,
it, better let him retain this amniable
weakness undisturbed. Who would wish
to cure a man of such a habit if' the
r-3sult to him would be starvatien or
poverty ?

So if Christi.ans can only obtain a part
of their lieritage by clainiing it piece-
ineal, God forbid that we should ever
desire te rob themn ef their privilege.

Especially wiIl this claimimgy process
bc harmless if tbey only dlaim eacb timne
just wvhat is best and mnost needed, and
this xviii be bbe case if they have faith in
tbc Holy Spirit as guide into this truth.

But where such guidance is not accept-
ccl and acbed out, then it is apt to become
a burtful formality.

Imagrine a man, wben necdingr food,
spendingr much tinie in claiming one of
his numereus houses-now he tries te
put bis armns arounid it, now hie perches
bimsclf on one of thc burrets or hugs a
door-posb or window-sill, ag ain hie sits in
front of ib, or walks about it, trying to
concentrabe hiq4 nind on the fact that
bie bas, bbc privilege of claiming it as,
bis own! \Vbab the mnan needs at the
present time is to partake o? the food
awaiting bis acceptance on his table, in-
stead of wasting bis bime claimingr some-
bhing unsuited bo bis present need,

Again, it is quite possible for hma te
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