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e ultural Science. It would not be supported.” I wouldsay in reply, |

that such a position cannot be proved until the experiment has been
tried. But to judge from the support that Victoria, Queen’s snd
King’s Colleges havereceived trom the Agricultural community, we
ha ve littls reason to apprehend loss on that score. What firmer
wo uld not rather send his son to a school expressly adaptedto h's
Wwa nts, than to either of the above-mentioned insti utions. Establish
it o n a liberal and comprehensive basis, and its success is certain.
Th ere is nothing that could give a greater impetus to Agricultural
im provement, than that farmers generally be led to see not only that
A griculture is really a science,-but thatit is one of the most respect-
able and interesting character. ¢ But,”saysan M.P. P, a gentleman
«©f the long robe by the way, “I am not willing ro divert the Univer-
ity endowmentirom itsoriginal purpose—the intentions of the donor
I.kold sacred ;. however, I have no objection that an Agiicultural
professorship should be established in the University, as many
farmers seem anxious for it.  But I dont think the original donor
evet, intended that so considerable a part of the endowment should
be applied for the benefit of Agriculture as would be required to keep
up anexperimental farm with a professorship.” Farmers of Canada,
shall \’i:eailow ourselves to fall into that common error of being
satisfied, or put off with a mere skeleton recogution ot our claims.
To call ip question the intentions of the donor on such grounds is
indeed, miserable quibbling. What! that because the Agricultural
and Medical'srudents do not pursue precisely the same courvse in thewr
scientihc researches, though both aim at becoming scientific men,
they shall 1ot be equally entitled to the benefits of the great Institu-
tion! Itis dirabsurdity too gross to need refutation. ¢ The University
is emphaticilly the property of the people of Canada;” and unless
it can be shdwn that advancement in the science of Agriculture is
not as essentjal to the general prosperity of the Province,asadvance-
ment in theféience of Medicine or Law,as agriculturists, we should
never relinquish our claims.

The truth“js that uniess farmers look vigilantly after their own
dnterests. they:willbe neglected as they have been hitherto. At the
present time there is no class-whose claims could be more justly
advocated by the Canadian Statesman, none whose interests are so
identified withSthe general iiterests of the country. Iudeed the
prosperity of every country sesms to increase or languish in propor-
tion to the attention and encouragement given to Agricul'uie  With
tthe conviction that this view of the subject was foremost in the
minds of our legislators, farmers have hitherto been too easily satis-
fied ; they could not-conceive it possible that 2 body of intelligent
men could be influenced by such short sightedness, as would induce
them to neglect that elass of the community whose prosperity is so
«egsential to the existénce of every other. But so it is, and may be
accounted for by the.fact, that amang 8% representatlives, 1n our
provincial House of Assembly, there are not ten members who
depend upsn agriculture for a livelihood, or as.an immediate source
of profit.” ‘Their sympathies are not in ccmmon with ours, they are
unable to conceive the difficulties to be combated by the Farmer.
In anticipating the probable chatacter of future legislatian in relation
20 agricuiture, we reay judge a little from the past.

In an Act for the encouragement of the science of Agriculture, &e.,
assed March 29th, 1815, will be, found the following clauses: -
hat ¢*a proportion of the District Bounty shall and may be grauted

1o each County, Riding, o‘g Townsnip Agriculiural Society, and paid
o0 them by the District Sotiety, in proportion to the money that each
County, Riding, or Township Society’ skall have sudscribed.” In
the 5th clause of the saméyAct— And be it enacted, that when
County, Riding, or TownsHip Societies shzll have been established
in any District, the Treasurer of such Coanty, Riding, or © swaship
Bocieties, shall, on or before the first day of September in each year,
ay over in cu:Tent money of this Province the amount subscribed by
the said Societies, into the hand of the T'reasurer of the Distiict,” &e.
The Sth clause reads as follows:— And be it enacted, That if the
Treasurer of any Township Society, shallon or before the first day of
- July in each and every year, pag.any sum of money into the hands of
“the’Tréasuret of the District or County Societiés, he shall be entitled
to receive the same again so soon'as the legislative grant shall have
heen received, with a proportion of ihe Legislative Grant egual to the
amount so paid, or in proportion to {hat shall full to their share upon
an.equal division being made in propottion to the sums paid in by the
aeveral Societies in the District or County.” Such careless blundering
au is exhibited above, is a disgrace to ur Statute Book. By the la<t
clause cited, any sum no ma‘ter how large, and no matter whether it be
made up of the subscrip jons of a Township Soeiety, or a sum borrowed
&nd handed over to the District Treasurer, in the name of such Seciety,
the Goverament bounty can be claimed in_proportion to the sum thus
—honded-in.  Thecontradiction and absurdityof the d ffetest times of
payment, you have already atluded to. e

“Now have we any guaranty that the present Barliament will legislate

any better for us? We have & guaranty tha?;éthey will, it is this:

- —~the-increasing intelligence of the people. Theifarmers beg n to sce
their just rights-and-will not tamely -submitito"be deprived of them.
IWhile writing, 1 observe the following in adate No. of the Toronto
Glibe, which is lying before me. After giving notice of a meeting for
thedarmation of.a Farmers® Club.in York Towaship, he says: * We

" shall.be glad to hoear of 2 large turn-out; the farmers must meet toge-
ither and devise means to.advance their own interests or expect to find
dhem neglectod.’* .

I cannot close this communication without observing that in my
opinion a greatcr favour con d not be conferred on the readers of the
Agriculturist than carcful'y t col cet at carly periods such of the
proceedings of Parliament as particnlar'y interest the (mmers of this
country. The Agriculturixt, vor being the tool of any poitical party,
is, | am inclined to think, the mest proper medium for the discussica of

such questions.
AGRrIcora.

Markham, March 17th, 1848.
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“Tarn Sicrngrss”— The tails of eattle sometiimes ivcrease
in length to an inordinate degree.  There is a popular belief
that this elangation of the tail injuricusly affvets the animal’s
health.  Youatt, Dick, and some other veterinarmns, ridicule
the idea of any disense being bronght on by this cause. They
admit, however, that letting Llood by catting off the tail, may
some cuses afford relief to nnimals sutfering from diseases
brought on in various ways; but they hold that the smine ben-
efit would follow from taking the same quantity of blood from
any other part. We presume that the amputation of an inch
of the tail, has but little effect in any way, excepting that sug-
gested by the writers referred to. I"ormeily it was the belief
that the palsy in cattle was caused by **twl sichoess,” and
superstitious people in some instanees resorted to a charm to
effect a cure. A piece of turf on which the animal had trod-
den was liung on a stake, accompanied by incautatious, and a
* black cat’” was made to pass three times around the cow’s
body, * over the back and uuder the belly.’  If the cat strug-
gled and scratched smartly, she generally got away by the
time she had been round three times, and the necromancers
were convinced that the bewitching devil had passed into her.
—Alb, Cult.

BEsT ManNER oF WinTERING STOCK.—At a late discussion
in velation to the above subject, by the * North Stockbridge
(Muass.) Farmers® Club,” it was almost the unannnous opinion
of the members, that it was best to feed wholly under caver, as
being most economical, hoth as to saving of fead and manure.
Several farmers spoke of the benefit of feeding cows “rye
wmush” for a short time before they calve. It was also the
genera! opinion that much loss was sustained by farmers, from
their stock being allowed to get poor at the setting in of winter,
and it was advised to guard against this by feeding well at first.
It was thought that hay wus generaily cut too late. It was
advised to feed stock a little at a time and often—five or six
times in twenty-four hours.— Cultivaior.

INFLUENCE oF THE PRESS oN AGRICULTURAL Imrrove-
MENT.—Mr. Payson in bis address before the Essex county
(Muss.) Agricultural Society, savs—* T'o enumerate all the
improvements which have been made in agricuiture for the lnst
half century, would take too much time. One, not only an
improvement in itself, but the basis of all other inprovements,
must not be omitted, and that is the diffusion of agricultural
knowledge by the newspaper press. Slowly, silently, nlmost
by stealth, without the knowledge of the man himself, this
mighty engine undermines old prejudices, and teaches the
furmer that however independent he may be, hie is not so as
that the experience of others will not profit him. Dlost of ns
have become willing to seek directions even though they may
be contained in a book. We are becoming more like libernl,
freeborn and aspiring men.”

In relation to the same subject, Mr. I. 8. Hitcheock, in k
address before the Oneidn county (N. Y.) society, observes—
¢ A medium of communication between farmers was found ..
be indispensable to the advancement of their inteiests, and tk
periodical agricultural press was established. That agricultu
ral jonrnals are among the most decided, and least expensin
means of promoting sgriculture, vo one who hus been favoured
with their perusal for any length of time, will pretend to dzay.
While their influence has been higily beneficial, they have
injured ro one, and since their utility has heen i'unl)f tested by
experience, that farmer is guilty of an unpardonnbie ipaitention
to his true interests who neglects to provide himself with a
well conducted Jonrnal of this kind. [ aw aware there is a
prejudice ngainst what some are pleased to call book-farming.
And what is this book-farming in relation to which such
unfounded and untenable prejudices prevail 7 Farmers com-
municate to each other the vesults of their expericuce ia rais-
ing horses, cattle, &c. The results ave committed to paper,
go through the press and become a book, and those who chooge
to be aided by the experience of others, as thore detailed, are
guilty of book-farming."—Albany Cultivator.



