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o catt byt itk b poe b e neeverod the essc Dok was e
b e psable Lo Wolinle s Sl - B geptive to me than 1 bad ever known litm,
whate vor tat teans o Uothe o gnge there was nsome than 1 s mou.
i baped. A dark carpet. with w nelif e 1 did not mitoge ther ke o neort of
Vouloer ey dth Dght e tacbpaper, R e do that T had nove ranarked before,
ad o -parogly wobi fhowers . the talot tabh et which minde e coller aud 1more T-
wa vl wath o Delang transpareney of 00 than usuae It was ovident he
otk amedes swhite hikoowamsa o sn We e et By bt b stur aa £ ns b liked
| 1 oLoabd enthis o -ny Lihee n winshn drese! with 0 yotig 1ady Wo.u drove ton berees,nud
Sver nuta s, sl thoo wen elaramng byl d aoager ta whale, 10T wis biudh
Bk Cngth glans, 10 whieh 1 cauld enntome iy utder iy shin, but I was doteroiaed to
Pty whed pere o from tep totes with Gy n gl vat, and lade 1o oy 1y liviog
cut -lantagat an ek AF b e ppendicular ;mu. my own veaation aud sod coutewnpt.
The b hout wo nte Lady SoapeeraccsSgneg Ceaught e telegsnplic sigtnl exchang
gl o W7y wof o plees et berebpie G0 U aghbor and Miss Muiaw s,
Mg i W toesse o the good Gt s Dits sty e, "after winchs che ateuned more at cast, and
Irory sheab had beon transplanted underbor b0 000 ey diner i cowfort. T owas
cwn ey, overy berder filled neeardmg tobert o pees 0w that 1 turned wy shoulder to-
perer tnd directions She tied her own car-b o0 Sfuster Trank, and tovk vefug  with
tate 1o nnd budded Ty own roser, ke the bl o0 O frond Mr. Lumley, who, attrly

Jor vonu iont

n. st cxomplury eborgyman’s wife o Fog-
I 1 do bedievs slie would Liave been a
-1 wife o anybady but Sir Guy

However, it was too dark furmutesesany -
thunge of her ladyslupe gardon. It was al
rowdy getting dusk when we arnved, and al-
theugh it wanted threo mortal bows of din-

re gurdlees of tho nvisy aud flirtation Lis bet.
ter Linlf was carryiug un at todfotuer nd of
the table, discussed bus cutlet quite content-
edly, and prosed away to me n his m:;mul
ki ¢, consolatery munner. I was one of bis
great favorites ; i fact, be told me so, then

1er. wll the fudics, imeluding the hostess, had | and often vowed that 1f he had only the use

retned to their own rootnsg, to while away the ot bis legs be

tine by wriling letters, readmy  novels, and
gy to aeep, I was much too restless 1o
embnrk n any of these accupations. It would
have been a rehiet to wnite, certamly—tapour
out all ond s thoughts and  fechngs  before
fome sympathising  correspondent, but 1
nene such; T ocould pot bave  settled

to read, po, not the most  interesting  novel!

that wae cver penned, althougt Tunght have
left 1t off the day before mn an agony of un-
certunty at theentical place which is always
to be found near the conclusion of the sccond
velume ; nid as for sleep—sleep, indeed ! 1
felt araf 1 should never sleep again.

When I am unbappy, aud particularly

wotld walk to the wnd of the
world to muhe we o divrougli-guing batura
i1t hike bunsell. I was getting ore at ensv
under s dear old wing. [ hadgone through
so wuch vacitement during thoe day, that this
comparative mactivn was 4 posiive rolief,
and [ was really beginnng to enjoy a sort of
repos¢é, when the barouet’s borrid voice
from the bottom of the table aroused
me onee wure to an agony of sbhawme and
despite.

* Do me tho hovor to drink a glass of
champnzno ; tho champagoe to Miss Coven-
try ! shout.d Sir you, * you must require 1t
after your exertion. Egad ! my team won'’t
get over it in a hurry—the roads were woolly

when I am angry with wtysddf, I qunlﬂl\\‘n.\ﬁ' and the time short—hey, Miss Kate 2 But
Lo duasg sotuctiing b muatt 1 what- but £} g—n me o the wlapeord  was scurce. 1
st bu eeupind, se 1 hurtid Gertrude, aid | pave dvne that suveu wiles in all weathers,

bi-tled about, aud got myaddf dressed, and
found ey way to uie of the drawing sootus,

youd suven unlesits, vat Tuover cawe any -

thsne Lhe the pac. we did to-day. Your

whare Phuped 00 boat least seeurc fron a  gova bealth, Miss Kate, I'll have a fresh
tuttiplicg, aud to brood and w» orr)  tyacdl teaun pos Logethied tor joll tu-Iurrow, and a

for ab et 01 two i wnbrvhon aolitude, 1
ought 1 bave been safe cpough here. Ag 1
hiad wanderedthroughunkunown passagesand

and the harsh langh of Sir Guy ; I knew cor-
sequently that the gontlemen were all busy
at* puol, or gow- cqually mtelleetaul pa--
tine, and had not yot gone to dress. 1 was
sutlicr ntly conversant with the habits of my
twn #1y, o be aware that ne lady would
W L.ngly tatmsh the frescness of her dinner
to g (e by connnz down before the very lust
it , and I antieipated  therefore no for-

the r wterruption than a hotscimaid  conng|

t: put the tire to nights, vr & groom  of the
Chambers to hight fresh candl g, functiouanies,
onpe elly the former, who  woutd be more
mestuieaded by my pros-nee than T should
by by thaars, Good gracious ! there was a
g uthonan downand dressod alvendy ; siting
withs s Lack to me, iimersed 1 the thrl-
hng pages of Tue Drawang-Room Serap
ok, wineh he was studying  upside-down.
1 cinse o vary softly, snd he nover heard
e, por taried s nead, but 1 bnew  the
bacn of that head pretty weil. It was
Consandebne 1 aso took 1 buok, and sat
dovn,

¢ Pedhaps, B thmght, *h s not going to
ff ah U o at alt Well, what  do
Teate * Ivea teap r, teoif it comtes to
that

Sl oy 1ok weadacasly it was

the Cone M, but 1 don’t kuow
that ittt st Gy iy ueh tuclin d o
Inu b Tae dedh tich d lond and  dis
aaeeatlh Ddetine dutto epuah il 1
Wa- rf he tor, ULt ra i Lo edudice

grew irksome, aud the t chivg of the cluck

bt 1 Gl 1o stishe than the oue L gave
you to-day.’

passtd uncertjin doors, 1 had beard the chcki 1 coutdt wilingly have suvk wto the earth

of ithinra-balls, the sound of many voice-, |

—nay, erept under the table-clotb—anvything
to bide my dishonorcd bead. The Jadies

! louked at each other aguast, aud then at me.

Tar gentleman, even the stiffest of them,
turned boldly round to survey suchb a pheno-
menon as the tobacco-smoking, fouran-hand
Miss Coventry.  Mrs. Lumley showered ber

! long ringlets all ever hor face with one toss
i of her pretiy ittle head, that Timght not see

how Leartily she was laughing, Lady Seape-
grace good-naturedly made an immense clat-
ter with sometlung that was handed to her,

llo distract attention from my uvlortunate

solf 3 but I believe I must haveleft the room,
had not Cousin Joun came adroitly to the
rescue.  Lle had not beeu studying the daily
paper tor nothing, ana s voice rose loud
and  cl-ar  through the awful i
lence that suceeeded Sir Guy's ponsbed re-
marks.

¢ 10d you sev that article in to-Jay's Times
about Mimsters 2" aske d John, of the public
m gencral ; ¢ therds anotber split in the
Cabir ct—this time 1t's on the malt-tax. To-
day, m the City, they were  betting five to
two there’s a general  clection  within
a fortnghbt, and takimg two to one Aw-
bideater 1s Promier belore the first of pext
menth.’

Johin 1f you had saved iy life I eonld not
bave Lbeon more obliged to jou. Many of
the prosent party were mewbers of Palia-
met—atll were deep an polities. Mot of
tuemn had s.en the Lim &, but none, like
Johu, hind the carhest ntelligouce from the

City. 1 have since had reeson to belicve he
inventad overy syllable of it. Howoever, such

and tlnre.  He alwayscalled me *my dear,’,

K ot Tr——— -4 " v yu————
livins down <tairs was quith equal to that
which cheited ecomiuts from don-vivants

and  connoiseurs abuve,  Nevertheless,
it was  but  just that  they tou
should have their share of relazation

and amusement; thorefore did Sir Guy 1 s
generosmty give an aunual gervauts vall,
which bhe sttended and opened umself in a
state of lnlarity not calculated to inspre
much reepect nmongst s retamers. Ho
bad, however, sufhicront gelf command wmva.
risbly to select as s bartner the prettiest
waid-servant 1 Ins estabhishument. But pf
the Luronet taded i s duzinty a8 head  of
thhe Louse, her jadysmp uad enough for botb.
She tovked kihe a quevn as she smled 1w,
amoenpst ber own domestics, and all tho re-
tainers and sangers-on for mues 1ound.  On
the evemuog in question, 1tamused me much
to see the swmtration, alnost tue adoration,
she eheited from old and young. No won-
der : tuat stately forw, that queenly brow,
hiad veen bent over many a sick bed 3 those
deep thnlhing tones had spoken words ot
comfort to wmany a humble sufferer; tbat
white hand was over veady tv aid, even open
to relieve ; good or bad, none ever applied to
Lady Scapegraco m vein,

¢ The virtaous it is pleasaut to ~clivve and
make friends of,’ she has uften said to me, 1u
bcr mumeonts of contidence ; *tho wicked it
is a daty to assist and to pity. Who
should feel for them, Kate, if I didn’t ?
G(;;l'knows I have been wicked enough my-
self.

The mon-servauts never took ther eyes off
her, and I fear made but sorry partners to
the buxom lasses of t.o household, till ¢ my
lady' had left the room. Isaw two stable-
boys, evidently tresh arrivals, who secmed
perfectly transtixed with sdmiration, at at
an appaiition such as they had never pic-
tured to themselves in their dreaws; and
one rough fellow, a sort of under keeper in
velveteen, with the frame of a Hercules, and
a fist that could bhave stunne an ox, having
gozed at bi:r op.n-mouthed for about ten
mivutes without winkiug au (ye lash, struck
his haud against bis 2iugl, and  exclaimed
aloud, to lhis own inexpressible re-
licf, thuagh utterly uncounscivas of any:
thing but the presenec whicli so overpowered
hin—

* Noa, dasbed tf ever [dad ¥

This was soou after ¢ oy lady’ bad sailed
into the servant’s ball a1 the head of ber
guests. It was the custom of the place for
all the ¢ fashionables’ and smart peopte who
were actually 1n the bouse to attend the ser-
vants’ ball, most of us only staymg long
cnough to s.t the thieg gomng with spint,
though I believe sowe of the young daudies
who found parteers to thewr hking r-mawed
to the ¢nd, aud kept 1t 1p ull dayl:ght. Down
we all went, as soou as the gentlemen had
fimshe. thenr wine aud discuesed therr coffze
in the drawing-room—down wo went,
through stone passages and long under-
ground gallerics mto 2 splendudly Ighted
apartment, somewbat devoid of furniture,
but decarated with evergrecns, and furtber
adorned by a sort of taeshn trausparency
banging from the roof. This was the ser-
vants' hall, aud althongh on a stone floor, a
capital rovin for dancing 1t was. Wo were
all soon provided with partners. Sir Guy,
much to uer trinmph, sclected my naid,
Gertrude.  Lady  Scapegrace  paired
off  with the steward, a fat rosy
man, who quite shoue with delight at
tae houor. Lne Frouch couk carried of Miss
Molasses, with whose native stupidity I
thought the vivacious toraiguer secmed a
little disuppoiat: d.  Frauk Lovell was taken
pussession of by the fat housekeeper, to whom
ue did ‘tae ammable,” as Frank uad the knack
of duing to anythiug with a petticoat. Cousin
John bauded off a stately damsel; whow

ol all the wollion towirdg  tho — d0ul,
aud as the centro of the ruom was cieured,
I saw what bad bappened. The
mushin transparency had caught fire—a
Inrgo Iragment of it was even now blaz-
mmg on the flcor, and tho consequences
amougst all those light loating dresses and
ternifiediwomen miglt have been .indeed
awful. For an mstant everybody secm.d
paralysed—eoverybody but Cousin Jobn
during that inetant he had flang off his coat,
aud  knecling upon it, extinguished the
flames ; thoy woro still blazingover his bead ;
witl a desperate bound he tore down the ill-
fated transparency ; regardless of singed
hair and blistored bands, he olaspod and
pressud it, and stamped upon it, and smoth-
ered it. Ere ono could have couunted fifty,
the danger was over, and not o vestigo of
the fire remnamed. How handsome he looked
with Ins brave face lighted up, and his eyes
sparkling with cxcitoment! Nobody could
say John waunted eXprossion of countenance
now. The next moment he was quietly
apologising in his usual touc to Lady Scap--
srace for °*spoiling ler beautiful traps-
parency, and parrying her thanks and en
comiums on s courage and presence of
wind, with an assurance that he * only pulte
it down because he happened to be dircetly
underit ;' but he could not help turming to
me and sayig—

¢ Kate, I hope you wore not much fright-
cued.’

The words were not much, but they wers
uttered in the old kind voioe ; they rang in
my earsall tho ovening, and I went to bed
hapuier than I ever thought [ could have
been aftor such a day.

CHAPTLR XXI.

Tue Sunday at Scawmperley, I am sorry to
say, was bardly vbserved with that degroe of
respeat aud strictuess which1s dae to the
oue sacred day of the week. Very fow people
went o morning service, as indeed the late
nours over-night kept most of usin our ruoms
till eleven or twelve o'clock, when we daw-
dled down to a breakfast that socmed to
lengthen itsclf out till luncheonstime. To be
sure, when the latter meal had beon dis-
et +d, and we had marked our reverence
for the lay by a couversation in which we
cxpressed our disapproval of the personal ap-
pearance, fauits and foibles, and general
character of our iriends, some of us would
declare an intention of attending afcernoon
church—on wlnch subject much discussion
would anse, and the probability of the
woather holding up would be volubly com-
mented on ; the chiureh being sitnated about
a quarter of n mnl- from tho house, and the
way t» 1t through the Park being so com-
pletely sheltered by evergreens, that to have
got w t, save iu a dowarizht pour of rain,
wag next tv impossible. At last we gotunder
way, the ladies mineing along with their
magmticently-covered prayer books, affecting
au air ot unwilling  decorum ; the dandies
carryng cloaks, suawls, and umbzrellas for
their  respeotive  goddesses, and  fol-
lowing them, so to speak, under protest,
as M tuere was somethng to  be
asbamed of in the whele procecding.
Lady Seapegrace always went -arly, aud
qniey by herself : she sat apart, too, from
lier guess and relatives. Not so Sic Gay. It
was his first sdelight to create as much noise
amd coafusion as  possible, that ou  his cu-
wrance the respectable yoemen and huwmble
pars.on-rs tnght be dazzlad with bis story,
and wlisper one to anoth-r, °*luat b2 Sir
Guy, as he marchzd to the front of Ins
famuiy pow in a blaze of wondrous apparel.
It was natural that he should create a sensa-

I afterwards recogu.zed as tuo upper house- jtion with ms red faco and
mand, aud I claimed by a dapperlittle secoud | clotlies, and buge, eyed wkiskers, and [the
borse tuder, of whom I flatter woyself I made ctornal flower 1 bhis” moath, which was al-

gaudy-colored
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making up to lnwm, aud, thiuklu:; 1?‘,
wus fond of field-sports, protenued to

tako au 1aterest in vverythiug counected wih
those pursuits tor his sake.

¢ Como nnd svo the tamne pheasants, Mjsg
Coventry,’ sawd Sir Guy. I know what i
meant : I knew it would eutail a tete-a-terg
walk with my aversion, and I ecast an jp-
ploring ook av ¥rauk, as much as tw say,
* Dosaveme.' Ho cuught my meamny 1
au staut, and skilfully 1nt rposed.” yf
courss, as e accompunied us, suv did Miss
Molasses ; but Fraok and I hogered a httio
bebind the rest of the party, made a wrony
turn i the shrabucery, and found ourselves,
I never knew exactly how, taking a long
walk sll alone in the waning twilight. |
don't know what Auut Decoralh woulu have
said to such procvediugs; and I wwm quie
sure Lady Borsingbam would heso be u up-
speakably shucked ; vat th oo Sundny wa.ke
wero the custom of th couutry at Seawper.
ley—and, aftor all, 1t was not 1wy doing, and
consequently 13t wmy fault.

T wonder why it is, that in the very con-
veuient code of morality which the world has

4| adopted for us privete use, places and people

should so cowmpletely alter facts. You ma
do things with impunity in London that
would destroy the character of & Diana ia
the country ; and again, certamn rural prac-
tices, harmeless—nay, oven praisewortuy—
when contined to & picturesque domain, if
flourished befcre the eyes of the metropolis,
would sink tha performer to the lowest
deptus of social degradution, It is not what
you do that matters one whit, but what tue
world thinks of yoar actions ; and the gentle-
men use a proverb which I have often heard
in connection with certain racing enormties,
tbat ¢ One man may steal  horse, while an-
other must not even look at a halter ;' and of
this be the oase with that sex who arrogate
to themselves the exclusive privilege of dowg
wrouy, how much more does the adage hold
sood With us poor, weak, trumpled-upon
women ?  Lady Straightlace muy do what
she likes : sho ussutes 4 gevero airin society,
13 strict with her cinldren, and harsh with
her servants. la all ranks of her acquawt-
anco (of courso below that of & countess),
she visits the shghtest dereliction fromtewate
propriety with unrelonting bitteruess. Woe
be w the trespasser, ligh or low ! Tho wea-
pou is always ready to probe and gask and
lncerate ; the lash is constantly rawsed,
¢ swiit to smite and nover to spare. But who
would venture to speak a word agawmet tus
decocum of Lady Straightlaco 2 If she goss
out 1 the dark, ’tis to visit a sick friend ; if
shie encourages young Autinous to be what
ladies call continually ¢ 1o her pocket, thst
is only in order to give the lad goud adwice,
and keep hum out of mischif. Mjor Raw-
rod s nover out of the bhouso; but what th-n?
The visits of fifty Major Ramrods would not
entitle the world to breuthe s whisper agaiast
a porson of such strict  propnety
as Lady Straightlace. But how thst
same  fcrbearmg  world  indemmiies
itself on poor Mrs. Peony. It s
never tirea of shrugging uts worldly
sboulders and raising its worldly hands and
eyebrows at the sayings and domgs of unfr:
tunate Mrs. Peony.

¢ Did you hear of her going to the i.aole-
lors' ball with three gentlemen ina gy ? (No-
vody thinks it worth while to specify that the
thres Lotbarivs consisted of her grandiather,
her busband, and her nephow). ¢ Did you
see her drop bor bracelet, to make yourg
Stifface.. pick it up ? Do you know _thst
sus takes morning walks with Colonel Char:
ticlo-r, aud ovening strolls with Bol Bulbul?
Sho chatters, she Inugha, she flirts, shie makes
cyes; she’s bad style, she s an odious wowan:
‘pon wmy word, T lon't kuow whether mawma
will go on vraiting ber.

Avd why sh ull the world make this dead
set at poor Mrs. Peouy ?

{To bc continued.)




