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another meeting of Synod, and yet only a
few of our congregations havo made collec-
tions. We cannot hope shas those who
have neglecteld the collections bave remem-
bered the recommendation for prayer. A
few congregations have done well—~a few
very well—but many have done nothing at
all.  The result is shat instead of having o
surplus to meet f ather calls, we are yet in
debt for part of last year's expenditure.

There ranst surely be some reason for the
coldness of so many, and whatever that
reasor. may be it oughi to come ont. We
are far from doing ourselves credit i this
matter. We have met with some who are
quite despondent as te the results of mis-
sions to Roman Catholics. It is scarcely
possible that these whe indulge such im-
pressions should have kept themselzes
posted in the news of the Church. Neone
who is acquainted with the facts will gues-
tion that as a rule missions ameng Roman
Catholics have been quite as successful ns
any other missions, Mark, for instance,
the wonderful results arising from Colpoy-
tage and Bible circulation in Italy and
Spain within the last few years. Isitnot
as if a nation was born inaday? Witness
also the harvest gathered by the Krench
Canadian Mizsionary Society, and the hun-
areds brought out from Romanism by the
labors of Mr. Chiniquy. These are appa-
rent results which are abundantly encourag-
ing. But who can precisely reckon the
results of missionary labor anywhere? It
i8 well when converts fearlessly and intelli-
gently avow their change of sentiments and
prove their sincerity by a consistent life.—
But in seattering the bread of life among
the hungering multitude weare not debarred
the kope that many feed savingly upon the
incorruptible word, who shall abide among
the hidden ones until that day when God
shall count his jewels. None but the faint-
hearted or mis-informed will withhold their
sympathies or help from missions among
Roman Catholics on the ground of their
unfruitfulness.

It is true that in Ireland such missions
have often yielded but meagre fraits. Am-
ple explanation of that fact is farnished,
however, by the exceptional relations which

Protcstantism and Rowanisny bore towards
each other in that conntry. Protestantisie
was viewed by the Trish Romantst simply
a3 the religion of the hated Saxen oppress-
or. A evaft; priesthood could readily turn
this impression to accomut o teaching Ro-
man Catholics to treas the evangelistic
ciforts of the conqueror with contempt.—
Whevrever this powerfol and universally pre-
valent prejudice was broken, Protestans
missions in Ireland, as elsewhere, yiclded
abundant frait. Xt 39 pessible for us to
persuade the kindly simple minded Acadian
that we are his friends—that we have no
selfish end to serve in offering him the
Bible. Xf we suceeed in this he will receive
it, and to him as to ue it will peint the way
to life and itmmortality.

Is might pessibly be advantageous to
change the mode of maraging this mission.
3t is possible that a lack ef confidence in
the management may be as the hottom of
the indifference with which many regard it.
At present i1 is managed by a scattered
committce, whose members can seldom
meet for consxltation, anéd whose facilitics
for collecting necdful information arc very
inadeguute. They have done the best they
could under the circumstances. But it iy
nos very agreeable to wasch over a Janguish-
ing interest. They would donbtless rejoice
if any advantageous change conld be made.
‘There are two changes, either of which
might be an improvement.

1. The management of the missien mighv
be vested in the Home Mission Board,
which could bring a larger meassve of coun-
sel and co-operation te bear upon its opera-
tions than any scattered committee like the
present could possibly do. The Board
coald obtsin qualified agents from the same
sonrce from which the committce has so
far obtained them, and the preosecution of
the mission is rveally but a part of the
Church’s Home Mission work.

2, The management of the mission
might be transferred to the French Cana
dian Missionary Society, whose enlarged
experienco would enable them te carry on
the work much more-economically, and
perhaps more successfully, tham it has
hitherto been done. We would of coursc



