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lic expiains the reason why the Hoiy Spirit
exclidesi tise po3try spcciticd fromn tise col-
lection whichl lie made for tise service of
praise isi the liouse of the Lord. These in-
spiresi propitets spako as tisey wcere moresi
by thc ly Gists; yet titis same ly
Spirit wha mnovcd them to writc titis poctry,
for rcasons kniown to himseii, saw fit to ex-
clade it from, thc collection ssppoiited for
praise. Dis? their inspiresi poesy reqnire the
taucli of the suinspiresi pen, to fit it for tise
service of song- in thc sansctuary front which
the }{oly spirit cxcludcd it, stnd can they
-%vho place it thcre ansi empioy it in Iie
wvorship of Goa, Say tisas thev prebens an
authorizesi offering of praise ?

It is interesting- tu mt0c itte tise ins}
pragrress of hymnology in tise publie %warship
of Ga, or to trace its genealogy. Mtý1r
flarvey ltaving asked if it can bce wrong? tu
versify ansd sing tise poesry of tise anciens
prophets, takes it for grantesi, vithous
provssg it, titat it is quite rigis ansi then
adds, "if wve nsay pus into metre and ing
the doxOlogy af John, or Paul's r.sptuous
outpouring i Stli chapter of Roamans, why
nsay ive nc s accept as the velticle of Our
praise, those other itymns, witich beaulifuily
andi tosschingiy express tite ver 'y ideas af
Scripture." This is, I have no doubt, tite
svay ia whilsi hyinns wvere firit inîroducesi
into tise publie ivorslsip of God, but it is t: ot
Isle loic of tise iie. Men, ieaninig uipon
tiseir own understanding, began ta vcrsify

nssing certain portions of scriptssre wisicis
sisey thunghs %vould impart more v'aricty ta
the service of praise, attd give it more of an

ea eialaspect, andi tisus suecceedesi in
introsiueing it into use. Titis they couisi
the more casiiy effcs by represensissgr it as
stili licing tite divine Word, tisougi a littie
])araplirased. Titis having iseen accoin-
piisied, tise next step ivonid be easy. Is
wostld bc argucd tîtat it portions of ctiptuire
par.tphrýsed nîiit le employesi in tise
wor.hip) af GosI, wity sot those hyity ss
ilidsI, nitltough nos strirsly paraphrases of

assy i)articuiar portion of the is me wvord,
ycs coîssains te isicas of scriprure. lu titis
way te hyma w-ould foiiow thc paraphirase.
Titis hb precisely Mr. Harvey's course of
seasoifsg. Enad tise reverse ordcr hees
attemistesi, the probabiisy ks, tîtat iL ivotit1
not htave succeesi('. ansi tht the êltuircis
%void. htave resistesi Sxssh an innotvationt.

Tie onsequence is , atht ere is ta be
founi ils sse ut tise citristiat cisurcis, evcry
v.srictv of poesry, fromn tise ma"ss butifill
paraiphirase down tathe com iitssosscss oggc-rci.
Tite instroduction af parapiases assd isymns
is tise r*suIt ofîstunan, nios of divisne iiidomn.

Tise ohilectof lisi argument isere is ta in-
dîsice tise Prcsb% tcri:tt clsurt Il ta aditi a
large isscscase af hsyne, ta he used, aiung
visis tise paraphtrases aIready in use. " Is

is îlot cedfi, lsowever," lic Says, «'ta pro-

Ilong argument on titis point, as tise isigicst
autiority iiious-citurclshiagivss ils 3assetiou.
to- tise tise af spiritual sangs, is addition ta
tîsose conaines in tise psaiter; asîs tise
number af tisose %ve snay use is bit a ques-
tions aof cxpcdiency aisià detail." Stsseiy lie
wotild nos hsave tise iibert)y of titis enligit-
essesi a-ge *"tiesi do%-n ta asscicst iorms,"
îwecedcnts, or ecclesiasticai astlshority ! Hie
says, tise Itigiest astisorîty in tise cîsurcis
isatlready siossc hl. Now tise 1.1stisosity af
tise clitreit ta dIo titis, is tise poinst qises-
tiosses. Wc wvant proof from scsipture tisas
site has titis au"thorty I hsave aiready re-
ferresi ta, shis paoqins and ssecd nos repeat
ivhat I ]save saisi npon it, turtiser titan tu,
aisserve. tha~t unie!ss it ctn ttc fairiv provesi

Ifrosu serittre, tisas Gotl bsas left tise matter
if praise in tise isanss ai tise Cituscs ta te-
guli-te ns site secs l>es.t, it is itbelebs ta argule
about it. If Gasi has flot entrsssd the
ceisrcls with titis miaster, tisat setties tise

qeton, ansi ail reasossiug aboit other
points is tisae lost. WYe hsave neyer seen it

prvdfroia scripture tisas Gai lias lefi
titis inpartant master in the liands af the
cisurcit, or titat tise cliitasci lias titis autiso-
rity. It iits also be fairiy questiansi
wàitieh %vas tise isighest autitorisy, that wisiclt
drew up, ansd adoptesi tise confession af faith,
%vlssch strictly adfierresi ta ise inspire'
psaims in the service of pr-aise in tise sance-
tssary, or tisat whlsi sanctionesi tise adop-
taon of tise palaisisases. Tisa former sciers,
ta si Situe of giîtas spsiritual lue asti? pnrity
iii tise elisirci, tise lutter ta a time af great
spiritusal deadssess andi deceesion. ]3esides,
tii is just tise aid popisi doctrine ai the
nusiiarity ai the cisurcis as antaoanistie ta
divine teathing-.

Agaits le tolls us tisas "stasy goosi mens
drcad ta eneastrage tise singing, ai tyînns
lest Isle psains shossîs 'b- iost sifflit af. Tise
fear is grosisies-s." Xe are sssrpriscd tisas
Mr. Harvcy sisouisi nos be acqssaintcd with
tise fact tisas in several large denoîninations
af citristians -%vlsIo sing h)yisis,, ansd y et ac-
k,1Nowledgye tise divineo chasactcr ai tise
psaims, isese îssalss.S hsave heen 1%ltolly lost
sigist af in tise public worsiiip ai tise Lord.
.And i nong tisose sections af tise Presbyte-
rian Cisurch nsicis have adoptei ais «"est-
l'ss"ed lsymssal," tisere is a strassg sec.2 ncy
ta e'tie sarnte resîil. This is Just %Vlsat
mi!zis lie expe- ted. Tise great iar0partion
ai istasîs isesi ils tise wvorsIils af Gas,
becur abolit te baille relations ta tise psa1isss,
tisat tise grea1t proportion ai tise isopfiar
Iligit navciistic religionss reading ai tise pre.
jsent dayv does tu tise 55riltures, or ta sossisid
tiscological rmaiing. Is is a %veil knon
facet tisat te mare*persaOns lssinigi- ils sen-
stionia din requirissg r.o effort ai Isle

und ste ttronge,,r slisir distziste
for tise sripstures, aiss for salid religions
books, wlsicii reqîsire nos only an excrtiou

June


